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19 September 2023

National and International News

Centre plans to recall RAF from
Manipur

Context:

The Union government is considering a phased withdrawal of the
Rapid Action Force (RAF), a specialized anti-riot Central armed police
force, from violence-hit Manipur.

Key points

At present, 10 companies of the RAF are deployed in Manipur.
An internal report sent by the RAF highlights the crisis.

The report flags the injudicious use and inappropriate deployment
of the RAF in high-risk areas, with the absence of senior police
officers and magistrates at the scene of the incidents.

Rapid Action Force (RAF)

About:

The Rapid Action Force (RAF) is a specialised wing of the
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) to deal with riot and
crowd control situations.

RAF was raised on 11 December 1991 with headquarters in
New Delhi.

It became fully operational on 7 October 1992, to deal with riots,
riot like situations, crowd control, rescue and relief operations,
and related unrest.

Its motto is “Serving Humanity with Sensitive Policing”

RAF battalions are based in various parts of the country in order
to cut down response time and rush the teams in shortest
possible time to counter an incident.

RAF is headed by an officer of the rank of Inspector-General of
Police (IGP).

The RAF has a distinctive uniform with a blue-coloured
camouflage pattern which symbolises peace.

Nipah cases: Central team to
carry out field investigations in
Kozhikode

Context
Gol’s Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD), to carry
out field investigations in Kozhikode district, Kerala.

Key points

Nipah is a zoonotic disease affecting both humans and animals.
The DAHD has directed the team to submit daily reports and
advise the Animal Husbandry Department on measures for
disease prevention.

The Central team will be joined by a team from the State Institute
for Animal Diseases (SIAD), Palode.

the State Animal Husbandry department had stepped up
surveillance in the livestock sector in view of the cases.

The department had also issued a set of guidelines for farmers
and the public.

In pigs, for instance, the disease affects the respiratory system
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and the nervous system.
e Steps were taken to identify pig farms near the epicentre of the
outbreak and put them under surveillance for symptoms.

India’s goods exports shrink for
the seventh successive month

Concept: Trade Deficit

In news:

e India’s goods exports and also services exports are shrinking,
while its imports have increased.

e When a country imports more goods than what it exports, it would
have a “deficit” on its trade account. In other words, more money
is going out of the country than coming in via the trade of physical
goods. Hence, India’s current account deficit is likely to widen.

What is Trade Deficit?

e Simply put, trade deficit or negative balance of trade (BOT) is the
gap between exports and imports.

e When money spent on imports exceeds that spent on exports in a
country, trade deficit occurs.

India is at a pivotal moment in its
health-care journey

Context
India’s non-communicable diseases (NCD) burden will be nearly $4
trillion by 2030.

Key points/data

e Infant mortality has improved by four times, maternal mortality
has improved by seven times and the average life expectancy of
an Indian is up nearly 30% from 55 years to over 70 now.

e Today, India has world-class health-care infrastructure along with
incredible clinical talent that delivers the best in class clinical
outcomes at incredible scale and at a fraction of the global price.

e [ndia’s expertise in highly specialised areas such as organ
transplants, cardiology, oncology and more has made the country
a fast-growing destination for medical value travel (MVT), not just
for the price but also for the speed of access and the sheer
quality of care.

e Al expenditure in India is expected to reach $11.78 billion by
2025. It is expected to add $1 trillion to India’s economy by 2035.

Cheetah project on the right path
of success: govt. Report

Context
A government report was released on the completion of one year of the
programme. It says that the project is on the right path to becoming a
successful large carnivore conservation, translocation, and
population-establishment endeavour.Four of the six criteria established
for assessing the short-term success of India’s cheetah reintroduction
programme have already been met
Key points
e The Cheetah Action Plan, published last year, lists six short-term
success criteria: survival of 50% of the introduced cheetahs for
the first year; establishment of home ranges in the Kuno National
Park; successful cheetah reproduction in the wild; survival of
wild-born cheetah cubs past one year; successful first-generation

breeding; and cheetah-based revenues contributing to community
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livelihoods.

e The report noted that the project achieved 50% survival,
establishment of home ranges; birth of cubs; and direct revenue
contributions to local communities through the engagement of
cheetah trackers and indirect appreciation of land value in
surrounding areas.

Kuno cheetahs to be released into | Context

the wild in winter with collars on The cheetahs in Kuno are likely to be released into the wild after the
onset of winter, and they will have their collars fitted back on them
Key points

Kuno Palpur National Park:

e Kuno National Park lies in Sheopur district of Madhya Pradesh in
Central India near the Vindhyan Hills.

e With an area of 748 sq. km, the park is located within the larger
Kuno Wildlife Division.

e |[nitially established as a wildlife sanctuary, it was only in 2018 that
the government changed its status into a national park.

e Named after the Kuno River (One of the main tributaries of the
Chambal River) that cuts across it, Kuno is primarily a grassland
region.

e Flora and Fauna: The protected area of the forest is home to the
jungle cat, Indian leopard, sloth bear, Indian wolf, striped hyena,
golden jackal, Bengal fox and dhole, along with more than 120
bird species

e Kuno National Park was selected under ‘Action Plan for
Introduction of Cheetah in India’.
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