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Union Minister Shri Sarbananda Sonowal launched the ‘Jalvahak’ scheme, incentivizing long-haul cargo
movement on National Waterways 1 (Ganga), 2 (Brahmaputra), and 16 (Barak) via the Indo-Bangladesh Protocol
route, offering up to 35% reimbursement of operational costs for a distance of over 300 km. The scheme will be
valid for three years.
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Lok Sabha Speaker on ‘TB Mukt Bharat’' and ‘Nasha Mukt Bharat’: Lok Sabha Speaker Shri Om Birla urged MPs
to make the campaigns a Jan-Andolan, aiming to eliminate TB by 2025, aligning with WHO's 2030 global target.
At a cricket match in New Delhi, Lok Sabha Speaker Xl, captained by Shri Anurag Singh Thakur, defeated Rajya
Sabha Chairman Xl by 73 runs, with Shri Thakur scoring an unbeaten 111 and being adjudged Man of the
Match.
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Vice President Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar maugurated the state-of-the-art Geological Survey of India (GSI)
Geoscience Museum at Victoria Market Building in Gwalior, blending modern innovation with traditional
grandeur to enhance geological awareness.
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Under the Ministry of Coal's guidance, NCL Iaunched ‘CHARAK' in Singrauli to provide free treatment for
economically weaker sections with family incomes below ¥8 lakhs. Covered diseases include TB, HIV,
malignancies, cardiovascular issues, neurological disorders, burns, and organ transplants, among others,
benefiting the Singrauli and Sonbhadra districts.
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HIGHWAY PATROL UNIT |

NHAI Deploys ‘Rajmarg Saathi’ Vehicles: The National Highways Authority of India introduced advanced Route
Patrolling Vehicles, equipped with Al-based video analytics to identify potholes, cracks, and other road
infrastructure issues, enhancing road safety and minimizing traffic disruptions on national highways.
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The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), in partnership with the Madras Diabetes Research Foundation
(MDRF), launched the country’s first diabetes biobank in Chennai. The biobank will collect, store, and distribute
biological samples to support research on diabetes causes
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India is constructing a ¥4,000 crore maritime museum complex at Lothal to showcase its 5,000-year-old
maritime heritage. The facility will include 14 galleries, theme parks, and a recreated Lothal city, with six
galleries set to open by September 2025 and the entire project expected to be completed by 2029.
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External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar and Moldova’'s Deputy Prime Minister Mihail Popsoi inaugurated
Moldova’'s Embassy in New Delhi, marking a significant milestone in strengthening bilateral relations between
the two nations.
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Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, Chairperson of the Biocon Group, was honored with the prestigious Jamsetji Tata
Award by the Indian Society for Quality (ISQ) for her pioneering efforts in advancing the biosciences movement
in India.
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The world has lost a true musical genius.

Zakir Hussain's contributions to the world of music will forever be
cherished.

#7 akirHussain

ﬁ Ministry of Information
&b and Broadcasting
— GO

wernment of India

/AKIR HUSSAIN

(March 9, 1951 - December 15, 2024)

A classical tabla virtuoso who will ;11\\';1.\'5
be remembered for his unparalleled

RECIPIENT OF MULTIPLE PRESTIGIOUS HONORS,
INCLUDING PADMA SHRI (1988), PADMA BHUSHAN
(2002), PADMA VIBHUSHAN (2023), AND FIVE GRAMMY
AWARDS, WITH THREE WON AT THE 66TH GRAMMY
AWARDS IN 2024.
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MARCH 8 - 2018 | SANTIAGO | CHILE

OMPREHENSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE AGREEMENT FOR TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP

The United Kingdom became the first European nation to join the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement
for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), comprising 12 member countries, including Japan, Canada, and
Australia. Post-Brexit, the UK's membership offers access to a market of 500 million people and 15% of global
GDP, promoting trade diversification.
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MARCH 8 - 2018 | SANTIAGO | CHILE

OJMPREHENSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE AGREEMENT FOR TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP

 The CPTPP is a landmark pact agreed upon in 2018 that cuts trade barriers among 11 countries.
o Basically, it is a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between these 11 countries.
* These countries were - Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru,
Singapore and Vietnam.

- It was initially known as the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) but was renamed after the United States
withdrew from the agreement in January 2017.
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ROMANIA & BULGARIA BECOM

SCHENGEN AREA MEMBERS
JANUARY 1, 2025

Romania and Bulgaria will fully join the European Union's border-free Schengen Area on January 1, 2025.
BCBoeflwmeyrd LeGsflwmeyd geraudl 1, 2025 oyeirmy @Crmilw @aEwSH&r eTevemewPD OlayBISEEEr LIGS UG (Lp(LHEHLOWITS

(@) emewruyLd.
29 member countries, including 25 EU members and 4 non-EU members (Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, and
Switzerland)
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Bangladesh Victory Day Celebrations: Celebrated annually on December 16 to commemorate liberation from
Pakistan in 1971, Victory Day saw joint celebrations with India, including invitations to war veterans and

officers.
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: Former footballer and MP Mikheil Kavelashvili, from the ruling Georgian Dream party, has been elected as
Georgia's next president
. @2ridlwreleT 9BSS FLITTS ,@HLD TFBWIGT 1y FLd &L FewwdF CFIBS (LPGTGTTAT STVLIBS afF(HLd, 6TLD. LI). WjLoTewT LW eV
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National Energy Conservation Day at RINL: Celebrated on December 14, 2024, at Rashtriya Ispat Nigam Limited
(RINL), Visakhapatnam Steel Plant, highlighting its achievements in energy efficiency, including winning the
National Energy Leader Award five times and the Excellent Energy Efficient Unit Award seven times.
Introduced by the Ministry of Power in 1991, National Energy Conservation Day promotes energy-saving
practices among citizens and industries.
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To support the agricultural sector, the Reserve Bank of India increased the collateral-free loan limit from %1.6
lakh to ¥2 lakh, benefiting farmers and those involved in allied activities by addressing rising input costs.
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Karur Vysya Bank inaugurated four new branches in Tamil Nadu—Madurai, Tiruppur, Krishnagiri, and Chennai—
bringing its total branch network to 862. This expansion aligns with the Tamil Nadu-headquartered bank’s
broader strategy, which saw the opening of 24 branches in the current financial year,
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