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The standard of life should be distinguished from the standard of living; it is the
former that is fundamental and not the latter; a rise in the standard of living might
even lower the standard of life, by reducing man’s physical, moral, intellectual and
spiritual standards, powers and potentialities. Hence, the progressive development of

Nature must be consistent with rise in the standard of life, and not of living.
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Unit —IX (80 Marks)
General English
Part A Marks : 20

Note : Attempt all questions. Each question carries 1 mark.
:

(A) Identify the error in the following sentences (Q. No. 1-10) and rewrite the grammatically correct
sentences :

1.

Many a men has realised that real happiness lies in making sacrifices and not in
! personal gain.

2. Shouldn’t there be any instructions with it ? Yes, there should be.

3. He got up to a magnificent start in today’s marathon.

4. Those glasses belong to the top shelf of the counter in the dining-room.

5. Iwas intended to call on you, but was prevented from doing so.
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6. A wood-fire.was burning on the hearth and a cat was slept in front of it.

7. 1couldn’t do this if I didn’t have to.

8. Great trees were fellen by little strokes.

9. Isaw a man go past, but | had not look at him.

10. If all goes well, would we say we meet at 6 o’clock, then ?

(B) Choose the word similar in meaning. (Q. No. 11-12)

11. Perfunctory :

superficial / meticulous
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12. Garrulous :

voluble / laconic

(C) Choose the word opposite in meaning. (Q. No. 13-14)

13. Obsequious :

unyielding / servile

14. Parsimonious :

economical / generous

(D) Rewrite the sentence choosing the appropriate expression to form a meaningful
sentence. (Q. No. 15-16)

15. He keeps laying out / laying down the law to me about my duties.
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16. Can you get round / get through your father to give you the money ?

(E) Rewrite a one word substitute for the following phrases : (Q. No. 17-18)
17. Delusions of grandeur :

megalomania / satyromania

18. One who claims that ultimate reality is unknowable.

iconoclast / agnostic !

(F) Select the correct words to make a meaningful sentence : (Q. No. 19-20)

19. This restaurant, highly popular / populous because of its good food, is located in a
popular / populous area of Calcutta.

20. The counsel / council for the defense gave his client some very good advice before
the counsel / council meeting.
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Unit—-II/ Part—-B Marks : 30

Note :- Attempt all the questions. Marks of each question are indicated.

(A)

Read the passage and answer the questions that follow : (Q. No. 21-25)

Marks : 5x2=10

Science is about unravelling nature, and creating a foundation for technology to
make life better for humankind. The higher the quality of university education is in a
country, the more prosperous and competitive the people. As countries move up the
ladder of development, the contributions of hi-tech manufacturing and high value-
added services to the GDP become higher and higher. Consequently, today, the
comparative advantage of a country is increasingly determined by how well it uses
knowledge and innovation. Success in leveraging knowledge and innovation is only
possible with a sound infrastructure of higher education. The writer Clark Kerr has
said, ‘On a global scale, wealth and prosperity have become more dependent on the
access to knowledge than the access to natural resources.’ The role of education has,
thus, become central to the development and competitiveness of an economy. The
USA is the finest example of this theSis, since it has built a vibrant educational system
which is the second largest in the world. Seventeen of the world’s top twenty
universities are American. Not only do US universities produce workers to drive
economic growth, but they are also world-class incubators of innovation and
knowledge creation. American universities currently employ 70 per cent of the
world’s Nobel Prize winners. They produce about 30 per cent of the entire world’s
output of articles in science and engineering, and 44 per cent of the most frequently-
cited articles.

The American education system has helped seed the growth of key ‘new
technology’ industries in the USA-the semiconductor, information technology,
biotechnology and pharmaceutical industries-through the early discoveries of
university researchers. In fact, the growth of Silicon Valley was initially driven by
electronics and high technology companies around Stanford University which
accessed the university’s technology expertise and skills. The Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT) alone incubates around 200 companies every year. The result is
the enhancement of prosperity and competitiveness of the US economy year after year.
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21. What do the wealth and prosperity of a country depend upon ?

22. Access to knowledge has far surpassed the advantages of access to

23. What drives the economic growth of US upwards ? Elaborate with two examples.
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24. How does the author gauge the ‘vibrancy’ of the educational system in the US ?

25. 'What does the word ‘leveraging’ mean in the context of the passage ?

(B) Translate the following Hindi sentences into grammatically correct and meaningful

English sentences : (Q. No. 26-30) Marks:5x2=10

26. eifieht 3= 3k el fepm & e desiiet vay AIiEHE 2 |
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Marks

(C) Make a précis of the following passage in about one-third of its length

3l

If you want good corporate governance, you need good leadership. We need
men and women who are daring, who can dream big and make sacrifices. Let
us remember the words of Henry David Thoreau who said, ‘It is truly enough
said that a corporation has no conscience. But a corporation of conscientious
men is a corporation with a conscience.’” We need business leaders with
integrity. We need corporate chieftains who are committed to a good value
system. They should walk the talk in demonstrating their values and beliefs.
Without this, no corporate governance system will ever work. ‘We must
become the change we want to see in the world,” said Mahatma Gandhi. The
best index of success for a corporation is its longevity. The long-term success
of a corporation is predicated on maintaining harmonious relations with
employees, customers, vendor-partners, the government and society. This will
enhance their trust and confidence in us.

Corporations are best run with simple business rules. Simple business
rules are easy to understand, easy to follow, and easy to communicate. Besides,
no one can cheat others with simple rules. When formulating a business rule,
we, at Infosys, ask ourselves if we are being fair to all the constituents and if
our conscience will be clear if we implement the rule. Our motto for fairness is
guided by our belief that ‘the softest pillow is a clear conscience’.

10

(200 words)
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Unit - I1/ Part- C Marks : 30
Note :- Attempt all questions. Each question carries 10 marks.
Marks
Write a paragraph in about 200 words on any one of the following topics : - 10

32

(1) Human Decadence and the Rise of Digitalisation

(2) Safeguarding Traditions : Integrating Diversity

(3) The ‘You’ and ‘I’ factor : The Apocalypse of Selfhood
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33. Elaborate any one of thé themes in about 150 words : 10

(1) The Love you ‘Take’ is Equal to the Love you ‘Make’

(2) Every Ending is a New Beginning

(3) Lifein a Filter Bubble
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34.  Write a letter to the Transport Department highlighting the traffic snarls and lack of
smooth transition within the city proposing possible solutions. 10
(150 words)

OR

Write a report on the efforts being made by the Crime Branch to enhance cybersecurity to
be presented in answer to a Vidhan Sabha query.

(150 words)
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