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4. 31 NS NTLRNST, IWWE TROS0A. [25]

The National Emblem of India is the symbol of India’s message of peace and
goodwill to the world. Our National Emblem is represented by the lion capital with
chakra (wheel), flanked by a horse and a bull. It was adopted as the National
Emblem as it was the royal insignia of the Mouryan Emperor, Ashoka, of the 3rd
century B.C. It is the graphic representation of the Lion Capital that originally
graced the top of the Ashoka Stambha or Ashoka Pillar at Sarnath, along with
National Motto written below it. The original has been preserved at the Archaelogical
Museum at Sarnath near Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh.

The Ashoka Chakra is actually a form of the Buddhist Dharma Chakra. Below
the representation of the Lion Capital, the words “Satya Meva Jayate” is written in
Devanagri Script, which is also the National Motto of India. The words are a quote
from Mundaka Upanishad, the last and the most philosophical of the four Vedas.

Presently, Sarnath is situated in Varanasi, a holy city located at the confluence
of the rivers Ganga, Yamuna and Saraswati. Sarnath is one of the four holy spots
where Lord Buddha turned the wheel of law according to the Buddhist legends,
after enlightenment.
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