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  A Baker from Goa
1. Elders often think fondly of good 

Portuguese days and their famous loaves of 
bread. 

2. The age-old furnaces still bake those breads. 
3. The thud and jingle of the baker's bamboo 

announcing his arrival can still be heard in 
some places. 

4. Even today, these bakers are known as 
Pader in Goa. 

5. The children ran to meet and greet him. 
6. They longed for bread-bangles and sweet 

bread of special make. 
7. Marriage gifts were meaningless without 

the sweet bread known as the 'bor. 

8. The lady of the house Must prepare 
sandwiches on the occasion of her 
daughter's engagement. 

9. Cakes and ‘bolinhas’ are a must for 
Christmas and other festivals. 

10. The presence of the baker's furnace in the 
village is absolutely essential. 

11. The bakers in old days used to wear a dress 
known as the kabai. 

12. 13aking was quite a profitable profession in 
the old days. 

13. The baker and his family always looked 
happy and prosperous. 

 

 

Coorg 
1. Coorg is situated between Mysore and the 

coastal town of Mangalore. 
2. It is called the land of rolling hills.  
3. It is inhabited by a proud race of martial 

men, beautiful women and wild creatures.  
4. It is the smallest district of Karnatka.  
5. Coorgi is the home of evergreen forests, 

spices and coffee plantations.  
6. September to March is the most pleasant 

season for the tourists.  
7. During this period, weather is perfect and 

the air breathes of coffee.  
8. The people of Coorg are fiercely 

independent people.  
9. They are possibly of Greek or Arabic origin.  
10. It is said that a part of Alexander's army 

settled there and m9Vied amongst the 
locals.  

11. Their long black coat with an embroidered 
waist-belt Kuppia resembles the kuffa worn 
by the Arabs. 

12. Coorgi homes are known for their 
hospitality.  

13. The Coorg Regiment is one of the. most 
decorated in the Indian Army.  

14. The first Chief of the Indian Army, General 
Cariappa, was a Coorgi.  

15. The river, Kaveri, obtains its water from the 
hills and forests of Coorg.  

16. High energy adventures with river rafting, 
canoeing, rock climbing and mountain 
biking are quite popular in Coorg.  

17. Birds, bees’ butterflies, Malabar squirrels 
and langurs find shelter in the rainforests of 
Coorg.  

18. The top of the Brahamagiri hills gives you a 
panoramic view of the misty valley of Coorg. 

19. India's largest Tibbetan settlement at 
Bylakuppe is famous for its Buddhist monks 
and temple.

 

 

Tea From Assam 
1. Tea is really a very popular beverage in 

India. 
2. You can hear vendor shouting "Decibar chai" 

at every railway station. 
3. More than eighty crores of cups of tea are 

drunk everyday throughout the world. 
4. It was green, green everywhere and Rajvir 

had never seen so much greenery before. 
5. The landscape changed and tea bushes took 

the place of green paddy fields. 

6. A sea of tea-bushes stretched as far as the 
eyes could go. 

7. Assam has the largest concentration of 
plantations in the world. 

8. No one really knows who discovered tea. 
9. One Chinese legend says that a few leaves of 

the twigs burning under the pot fell into the 
boiling water. 

10. The leaves gave it a delicious flavour. They 
were tea leaves. 
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11. Words like Thai' and `Chine are from 
Chinese language. 

12. According to an Indian legend, an ancient 
Buddhist ascetic cut off his eyelids because 
he felt sleepy during meditation. 

13. Ten tea plants grew out of his eyelids. 
14. Rajvir saw acre upon acre of tea bushes and 

nearly all of them were neatly pruned to the 
same height. 

15. Groups of tea-puckers with bamboo baskets 
on their backs were plucking newly sprouted 
leaves. 

16. A tractor was pulling a trailer-load of leaves. 
17. Rajvir asked Pranjol's father if it was the 

second-flush or sprouting period. 
18. The sprouting periods lasts from May to July 

and this period yields the best tea. 

 

 
Madam Rides the Bus 

1. Valli was an eight-year-old girl. 
2. The most fascinating thing for her was the 

bus that travelled between her village and 
the nearest town. 

3. She wanted to ride the bus. 
4. She made an elaborate planning and saved 

sixty paise — the both ways fare of the bus. 
5. The bus conductor stretched out his hand to 

help her up but Valli could get on by herself. 
6. The conductor was fond of joking and called 

her 'madam'. 
7. The bus started with a roar and Valli was 

constantly looking outside. 
8. The conductor asked her to sit down as she 

had paid for her seat. 
9. She took her seat and an elderly woman sat 

beside her. 
10. The old woman was very repulsive and the 

smell of the betel she was chewing offended 
Valli. 

11. The old woman asked why Valli was 
travelling alone. 

12. Valli asked her not to bother about her. 
13. Suddenly, a young cow came running very 

fast in the middle of the road. 
14. The driver sounded his horn loudly but the 

more he honked, the more frightened the 
animal would become. 

15. Valli laughed at the scene until tears came in 
her eyes. 

16. Her destination had come. The driver asked 
Valli to get off the bus. 

17. Valli handed thirty paise coins to the driver 
and told him that she was going back on the 
same bus. 

18. The conductor was surprised. He offered a 
free cold drink to her. 

19. Valli firmly, but politely, rejected the offer. 
20. He asked if her mother wouldn't be looking 

for her. 
21. On her return journey, she saw the same 

cow lying dead by the side of the road. 
22. The memory of the dead cow haunted her 

and she was no longer looking outside. 
23. She reached her village at 3.40 p.m. 
24. She wished and hoped to see the driver 

again. 
25. She found her mother awake and talking to 

one of her aunts. 
26. Her aunt was a chatterbox. 
27. Valli agreed that many things were 

happening outside without their 
knowledge.

 

 

The Sermon at Benares 
1. Gautama Buddha was born as a prince. He 

was named Siddhartha Gautama. 
2. He was married at the age of sixteen and 

enjoyed the royal luxuries for ten years. 
3. He had a son. Up to the age of twenty-five, 

he was shielded from the sufferings of the 
world. 

4. The sight of a sick man, then an aged man, 
and a funeral procession shocked him. 

5. Finally, he saw a monk begging for alms. 
6. He gave up royal pleasures and set out to 

seek enlightenment. 
7. He wandered for seven years and finally sat 

down under a big tree in meditation. 
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8. Enlightenment came to him after seven 
days. 

9. He named the big tree the Bodhi Tree or 
Tree of Wisdom. 

10. He was known as the Buddha or the 
Awakened or the Enlightened one. 

11. The Buddha preached his first sermon at the 
holy city of Benares on the River Ganges. 

12. Kisa Gotami's only son had died. 
13. She had lost her senses and carried the dead 

boy to all her neighbours. 
14. She asked them for medicines to cure him. 
15. She prayed the Buddha to give such a 

medicine that night to cure her son. 
16. The Buddha asked Kisa Gotami to bring a 

handful of mustard seeds. 

17. She went from house to house and had no 
problem in getting a handful of mustard 
seeds. 

18. However, she did have a problem in finding 
a house where no one had died. 

19. She considered the fate of men and realised 
that she was selfish in grief. 

20. Death is common to all. 
21. Surrendering all selfishness leads to 

immortality. 
22. All earthern pots end in being broken. 
23. The world is afflicted with death and decay. 
24. He who has overcome all sorrows, will 

become blessed and enlightened one.

 

 
The Proposal 

1. Lomov and Chubukov are both neighbours 
and landlords. 

2. Lomov comes to Chubukov with a proposal 
of marriage with Chubukov's daughter 
Natalya. 

3. Lomov is 35 and wants to lead a peaceful 
married life. 

4. He thinks that Natalya is an excellent 
housekeeper, and not bad looking. 

5. He is excited and forgets the purpose of his 
visit. 

6. He starts quarrelling with her over Oxen 
Meadows. 

7. Natalya opposes Lomov and claims that 
Oxen Meadows belong to them. 

8. Lomov is ready to show the documents to 
prove his ownership of Oxex Meadows. 

9. He is ready to make Oxen Meadows a 
present to her. 

10. Chubukov enters and adds fuel to the fire. 
11. Chubukov sides with his daughter Natalya. 
12. Lomov threatens to go to the court. 
13. They quarrel and indulge in abusing and 

insulting each other. 

14. Natalya comes to know that Lomov has 
come there with a proposal of marriage. 

15. She blames her father for not telling her 
about it before. 

16. She threatens to die if Chubukov doesn't 
bring Lomov back. 

17. Lomov returns and now they pick up a new 
quarrel over their dogs. 

18. Natalya says that her dog squeezer is far 
superior to Lomov's dog Guess. 

19. Lomov is excited and his palpitations start 
rising. 

20. He falls down in the armchair and loses his 
consciousness. 

21. Chebukov is confused and threatens to cut 
his throat or shot himself. 

22. Chubukov doesn't want to miss this 
opportunity. 

23. He makes them embrace and kiss each 
other. 

24. Chubukov blesses them a happy married 
life.
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Dust of Snow 
1. It is a winter's day. 
2. The treetops were covered with masses of 

snowflakes. 
3. The poet was walking under one such snow-

covered tree. 
4. This tree was a hemlock tree, a conifer 

associated with poisonous qualities. 
5. A crow alighted on the hemlock tree 

suddenly. 
6. The sudden movement of the crow, the 

mass of snowflakes started falling down the 
tree. 

7. The snowflakes fell down upon the poet 
who was standing under the tree. 

8. The mass of snowflakes was so light and fine 
that it looked like the dust of white snow. 

9. The sudden movement and arrival of the 
crow and the falling of the flakes of snow 
look like just ordinary happenings. 

10. But the falling of fine snowflakes on the poet 
leaves a tremendous effect on him. 

11. Before this, the poet was in a gloomy or 
despairing mood. 

12. However, this simple beautiful act of nature 
has a very comforting effect on him. 

13. The fall of snow over him changes his mood 
and mental state. 

14. It gladdens his heart. 
15. Before this incident, that particular day was 

not going too well for him. 
16. He had decided in his mind that day would 

go waste. 
17. However, the fall of snowy flakes on him 

makes him realise that the whole day has 
not been wasted. 

18. At least, this part of the day when he is 
enjoying the snowflakes, has been saved. 

19. At least, some part of the day has been 
pleasant. 

20. If he had not experienced such a pleasant 
experience, he would have regretted at the 
wastage of the whole day.

 

 

Fire and Ice 
1. The poet feels that this world of ours will 

come to an end. 
2. He is not very clear when the end will come. 
3. He comes to this conclusion on the basis of 

what people say on this subject. 
4. He seems to show his agreement at what 

people say regarding the ending of the 
world. 

5. On the basis of what people think, the poet 
believes that this world will come to an end 
by the two highly contrasting but powerful 
elements of nature — fire and ice. 

6. Either fire or ice or both will be the cause of 
the ending of the world. 

7. Then the poet links these two powerful 
natural elements to human beings and their 
emotions. 

8. In the first stanza, the poet shows his 
agreement with those who believe that fire 
will cause the end of the world. 

9. He links the element of fire to human 
emotion of desire or passions. 

10. Uncontrolled fire of passion and desire may 
lead us to the end of this world. 

11. Then, the poet comes to the second 
alternative that can cause the end of this 
world. 

12. It is the 'ice' which can also cause the end of 
the world. 

13. In terms of human emotion, ice means 
'hate' created by 'cold reasoning'. 

14. Cool and calculated icy reasoning can lead to 
hate and can be the cause of the end of this 
world. 

15. The poet himself has experienced both 
these primal emotions of love as well as 
hate, fire as well as ice, passions as well as 
cold reason. 

16. He has experienced enough of hate which is 
born out of icy cold reasoning. 

17. In the end, Frost agrees that it doesn't 
matter whether it is fire or ice, both can 
cause the end of the world. 

18. 'Ice' or 'hate' born out of cold reasoning is 
quite sufficient for causing the end of the 
world.

 

 



 

 
P a g e  | 5 

 

ENGLISH (Class 10th)  
 

A Tiger in the Zoo 
1. The tiger is not in his natural habitat. 
2. The wilds or the jungle is the natural habitat 

of the tiger. 
3. Unfortunately, the denizen of the forest, has 

been confined to a caged habitat in a zoo. 
4. He is no more free to roam about in the 

forest but walks within the length and 
breadth of his cage. 

5. He has dark spots on his skin which are 
clearly visible even from a distance. 

6. Condemned to live in his cage, he walks 
around quietly with his velvety soft feet. 

7. He is angry but has to suppress it. 
8. In his quiet rage, he continues walking up 

and down his caged habitat. 
9. The poet imagines how the tiger should 

behave if he is in his natural habitat — the 
wild jungle. 

10. There, he should be silently hiding himself in 
the shadow remains unnoticed. 

11. Sliding through the long grass he should 
move stealthily to ambush his prey. 

12. He knows where he can find his kill in the 
wild. 

13. His favourite hunt is the plump deer which 
he can find near the water-hole. 

14. Sometimes, he comes out of the forest and 
strays in human settlement at the edge of 
the jungle. 

15. There he terrorises the villagers by opening 
out his white fangs or the long teeth and the 
claws. 

16. His ferocious looks frighten the villagers.  
17. However, he has no intention of entering 

the village and .killing anybody till he is 
highly provoked. 

18. Unfortunately, the mighty tiger is cursed to 
live in a concrete cell in the zoo. 

19. Many visitors come to see him in the zoo but 
he doesn't like the stares of the visitors. 

20. He simply ignores their presence. 
21. Now, he is made to limit his movements only 

to the length and breadth of his caged 
habitat. 

22. The tiger keeps awake till late in the night.  
23. He hears the noise of the patrolling cars 

moving around in the zoo. 
24. The brilliant stars shine in the sky and his 

brilliant eyes shines in the night. 
25. He can't free himself but he keeps on 

watching the brilliant stars standing behind 
the bars of his caged habitat.

 

 

How to Tell Wild Animals 
1. The Asiatic lion is a grand and majestic wild 

beast.  
2. It is found in the jungles of the eastern 

countries of Asia.  
3.  It is a huge yellowish coloured beast.  
4. It roars terribly loud and its loud roar can 

Terrify you to death.  
5. If you meet such a ferocious and powerful 

animal, you must be sure that he is the Asian 
Lion.  

6. The Bengal Tiger is a noble wild beast.  
7. The tiger has black stripes all over his 

yellowish hide.  
8. The moment you see him, he will not spare 

but eat you at once.  
9. When you are strolling forth a forest, you 

can find a beast. 
10. He is the leopard.  
11. His hide is peppered with spots.  

12. There is no escape from him even if you cry 
in pain.  

13. He will continue pouncing on you and eat 
you to death.  

14. If you are walking in your yard, you can be 
face to face with a bear.  

15. The bear hugs you very hard.  
16. His hug is not friendly.  
17. He may press you so hard that his hug may 

bring your death.  
18. An inexperienced person can't distinguish 

beasts Of prey.  
19. He will not be able to distinguish a hyena 

from a crocodile. 
20. Hyenas and crocodiles have very deceptive 

appearances. 
21. Hyenas smile merrily before attacking and 

killing their victims.  
22. Crocodiles pretend to be weeping before 

pouncing upon their prey and killing them. 
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23. A true Chameleon is a small animal like a 
lizard. 

24. He has no ears at all.  

25. Neither has he a single wing.  
26. If you see such a creature on a tree, then you 

are seeing a chameleon.
 

 

The Ball Poem 
1. The young boy lost his ball. 
2. He was playing and saw the ball bouncing 

down the street. 
3. Then, in the end the ball fell down into the 

water and lost forever. 
4. The boy sees everything happening before 

his eyes but he is helpless. 
5. He only stands there helplessly moaning at 

the loss of the ball. 
6. The loss of the ball may appear to be an 

ordinary incident. 
7. It seems that boys lose such balls many 

times while they are playing. 
8. The boy should not make a fuss over it. 
9. The loss of ball is symbolic. It has a deeper 

meaning. 
10. The loss of the ball is the loss of childhood 

and the loss of his dreams. And if it is lost, it 
never comes back again. 

11. Similarly, we can't console the child that he 
can have another ball. 

12. Actually, he is sad that the ball he has lost 
can't be brought back. 

13. The innocent childhood that he has lost 
can't be replaced or bought back with 
money. 

14. Wealth can't buy life and time. 
15. Ultimately, a change comes in the grieving 

boy. 
16. He comes to know that losing is a part of life. 
17. The loss must not break his spirits. 
18.  There is no use of grieving over what has 

been lost. 
19.  He must stand up to face such losses with 

courage and determination. 
20.  Life has to be lived and not wasted in 

grieving and mourning over the losses 
suffered in the past.

 

 

Amanda 
1. The little girl Amanda is biting her nails. 
2. Her mother asks her not to do it. 
3. Amanda is putting her shoulders down to 

one side. 
4. Her mother asks her to lift up her shoulders 

and adopt the right posture. 
5. Amanda seems to be stooping on one side. 
6. Her mother asks her to sit up straight. 
7. Amanda doesn't bother what her mother 

says. 
8. She is lost in a world of dreams and fantasy. 
9. She imagines herself as a mermaid. 
10. She lives in a peaceful emerald sea all alone. 
11. She is moving all around freely and blissfully 

like a mermaid. 
12. Amanda's mother asks if she has finished 

her homework. 
13. She asks if she has made her room tidy and 

clean. 
14. Amanda's mother reminds her that she 

instructed her to clean her shoes and she 
hasn't done so. 

15. Amanda doesn't care a bit what her mother 
says to her. 

16. She is again in the world of dreams and 
fantasy. 

17. She prefers to be an orphan than living such 
a life. 

18. She wants to roam around the streets freely 
and aimlessly. 

19. She wants to walk on the soft dust with her 
bare feet. 

20. The pressing of the feet will create designs 
on the soft dust. 

21. She loves silence, and freedom is the 
sweetest thing that she values in her life. 

22. Again, Amanda's mother stops her from 
eating chocolate. 

23. She must remember that eating chocolate 
might cause her some problem. 

24. Her inother reminds her to observe good 
manners. 

25. She must not look the other way when her 
mother is speaking to her. 

26. Again, Amanda ignores her mother. 
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27. She imagines herself as Rapunzel living in a 
tower where there is a reign of peace and 
tranquillity. 

28. Amanda is proud of her beautiful hair and 
would not let them down like Rapunzel. 

29. Amanda's mother calls her moody. 
30. She asks her to stop being sulky and 

unhappy at once. 
31. If she remains unhappy, people will think 

that her mother has been nagging her.
 

 

The Trees 
1.  The trees are coming out of their artificial 

glasshouses. 
2.  They are moving out into their natural 

habitat — the forest. 
3.  The trees are metaphors of nature itself. 
4.  Without trees forests have become empty. 
5.  No trees are left in the forest where birds 

can perch themselves on their tops. 
6.  Even insects have lost the places where they 

could hide themselves in. 
7.  The poetess is hopeful that the forest, will 

be full of trees 'by morning.' 
8.  To free themselves, the roots continue 

working all night. 

9.  They struggle to come out from the cracks in 
the veranda floor. 

10.  Small twigs become tough and branches 
move their positions under the roof. 

11.  The night is fresh. The moon is shining and 
the smell of leaves and lichen is spreading 
out into the rooms. 

12.  The poet is sitting inside but the struggle of 
the roots, leaves and branches continues to 
free themselves. 

13.  The struggling trees have come out breaking 
the glasshouse and are marching towards 
the forest victoriously.

 

 

Fog 
1. The poet gives a powerful image of fog 

through a metaphorical cat. 
2. The fog turns into a cat and the cat morphs 

back into the fog. 
3. Fog comes silently and spreads all around. 

4. It comes silently as a cat comes stalking. 
5. It engulfs everything in it and looks over the 

harbour and the city. 
6. It continues sitting silently on its haunches 

like a cat and then moves on.
 

 

The Tale of Custard the Dragon 
1. Belinda lived in a little white house. 
2. She lived there with her pets. 
3. Her pets contained a black kitten, Ink, a grey 

mouse, Blink, a yellow dog, Mustard and a 
dragon named Custard. 

4. All other pets were considered sharp and 
brave. 

5. Only Custard was considered as a coward 
who always 'cried for a nice safe cage.' 

6. The dragon had sharp teeth. There were 
spikes on top and scales beneath him. He 
spat fire and had daggers on his toes. 

7. Belinda and her pets mocked Custard for his 
timidity. 

8. Suddenly, they saw a pirate climbing up 
through the window. 

9. The pirate had a pistol in each hand and a 
dagger in his mouth. 

10. His beard was black and one of legs was of 
wood. 

11. Belinda turned pale on seeing the pirate and 
cried for help. 

12. The dog Mustard fled crying. Ink hid himself 
and the little mouse Blink disappeared in the 
mousehole. 

13. But Custard jumped up at the pirate 
attacking him with his iron tail: 

14. He pounced upon the pirate, killed and 
swallowed him within no time. 

15. Belinda embraced Custard. Mustard licked 
him. Ink and Blink danced around him. 

16. Then, everyone started bragging again of his 
bravery forgetting the bravery shown by 
Custard. 

17. Custard agreed that everybody was braver 
than him. 
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18. Belinda is still considered as brave as 'a 
barrel full of bears'. All her pets, except 
Custard, are considered sharp and brave. 

19. Only Custard is mocked at for his timidity 
and lack of courage.

 

 

For Anne Gregory 
1. The poem is addressed to a young and 

beautiful lady named Anne Gregory. 
2. Her hair is honey-coloured or blonde. 
3. Every young man loves Anne just because of 

her beautiful hair. 
4. Her hair falling on her ears look like the 

ramparts surrounding a castle. 
5. The poet says that no one would love Anne 

Gregory for 'herself alone'. 
6. No one cares for her inner beauty or the 

nobility of her soul. 
7. Her outwardly appearance and her yellow 

hair are the only causes for her attraction. 
8. In the second stanza, the lady, Anne Gregory 

herself settles the issue. 
9. She says that she is free to choose what 

colour she uses to dye her hair. 
10. She can dye her hair brown or black or of the 

colour of a carrot. 

11. Any young man should fall in love with her 
only after judging her merits. 

12. Her yellow hair or outwardly appearance 
should not make any young man to sigh for 
her in despair. 

13. She should be loved for 'herself alone'. 
14. In the last stanza, the poet resolves the 

issue. 
15. The poet quotes a religious text. 
16. It is beyond human beings not to be 

attracted by physical appearance or beauty. 
17. Human beings can be easily swayed by 

beautiful yellow hair or outwardly 
appearance. 

18. Only God has the ability to withstand the 
temptations of physical beauty. 

19. Men, without God's strength, simply can't 
look beyond physical appearances.
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SECTION A - READING SKILLS 
I.  Read the passage given below. 
1.  Hobbies help us grow as a person. The best way to have a new hobby is to try something new. All of us are 

unique, and this is the reason why our hobbies and interests are different. Once we find an activity we are 
passionate about, we can explore that activity more. When you get hooked, you will realize that your hobby 
has become an integral part of your life. Having a hobby that we enjoy brings us joy and refreshes us. 
Hobbies help us to manage our leisure and unplanned time more productively. It also affords you the 
opportunity to learn new skills in your work. But these are not the only benefits of having a hobby. 

2.  It feels great to be skilled and good at something, doesn’t it ? And this is what that makes you confident. It 
can take some time to develop your hobby so that you may be able to tell that you are skilled. But, the 
journey of experiencing your hobby is very rewarding in itself. With the exposure to different types of 
activities these days, it doesn’t matter which activity you choose. Whether you are pursuing a craft, sports, 
puzzles, or skill development, your hobby should be a diversion and a passion. Simultaneously, if your 
hobby gives you a sense of purpose, then you will be more confident about challenging yourself in your 
hobby and help you prepare for learning new things at work. 

3.  Hobbies give you an opportunity to enhance your life Hobbies allow you to de-stess yourself while 
remaining mentally productive. Having hobbies promotes better health and may lower the risk of having 
high blood pressure. Enjoying a few hours of your hobby a week can also reduce the risk of depression and 
dementia. Hobbies refocus your mind on to something that you enjoy doing. Hobbies that include physical 
activities create chemical changes in your body that help to reduce stress. 

4.  Even if it doesn’t involve physical activities, you can still reap the benefits of having a hobby. Getting a short 
break from work and doing something you are passionate about can rejuvenate your mind and help 
prepare you to handle challenges in the future in a better way. 

5.  Hobbies may provide an opportunity for you to socialize with people and that can be an additional benefit 
for your overall well-being. You can connect with people who enjoy doing the same things that you do. You 
can meet new people, discuss your hobby and get connected to a bigger circle that may even help you turn 
your hobby into your profession. The internet provides numerous groups and forums to connect with 
people that enjoy doing the same things that you want to do. 

6.  Some hobbies require creativity and if you develop creativity through your hobby, it can be beneficial. 
Creativity can help you experience new things at school and work. The skill of being creative is essential in 
today’s world. 

 

(I) Based on your understanding of the passage, answer the questions given below. 
Q(i). When a person gets hooked on a hobby, he realizes that: 

(a) it has become an integral part of our life. 
(b) it has much more benefits than we realised. 
(c) it is much more enjoyable to have a hobby. 
(d) it is quite essential for us to learn some skills through our hobbies. 
 

Q(ii). No matter which sort of hobby you are pursuing, be it a craft, sports, puzzles, or skill development, your 
hobby should be: 

Name    : _______________ 

Date of Exam.   : _______________ 

Duration           : 3 hours 

Max. Marks       : 80 

Study Centre     : _______________ 
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(a) useful for you in the long run. 
(b) a skill that improves your present circumstances. 
(c) a diversion and a passion. 
(d) followed through till the end. 
 

Q(iii). The journey of experiencing a hobby is quite: 
(a) challenging for a person. 
(b) rewarding in itself. 
(c) demanding in itself. 
(d) inspirational for a person. 
 

Q(iv).  State any one way through which hobbies enhance your life? 
 

Q(v).  Getting a hobby means having a short break from work and doing something you are passionate about  
which can 
(a) give you a peace of mind from all the other problems of daily hectic life and make you feel refreshed. 
(b) help you enhance and improve your skills and push you forward on your path to success. 
(c) make you enjoy and appreciate your life much more as you are happy pursuing what you love. 
(d) rejuvenate your mind and help prepare you to handle challenges in the future in a better way. 
 

Q(vi).  List any two benefits of having a hobby. 
1. __________ 
2. __________ 

Q(vii).  What is essential in today’s world? 
 

Q(viii).  Give an appropriate title for the passage. 
 

Q(ix).  Supply 1 point to justify the following: 
Hobby provides you with an opportunity to socialise with people. 
 

Q(x).  Choose an option that is clearly a synonym of the word ‘hooked’. 
(a) opposed 
(b) indifferent 
(c) willing 
(d) captivated 
 

II.  Read the passage given below. 
1.  Conference series LLC Ltd organises a conference series of 1000+ global events inclusive of 300+ 

conferences, 900+ upcoming and previous symposiums and workshops in USA, Europe and Asia with 
support from 1000 more Scientific societies and publishes 700+ open access journals which contain over 
30000 eminent personalities, reputed scientists as Editorial board members. 

2.  Recycling and Waste Management Convention 2018 proudly invites contributors across the globe to 9th 
World Convention on Recycling and Waste Management during October 22-23,2018 in Osaka, Japan, which 
includes prompt keynote presentations, oral talks, poster presentations and exhibitions. We are delighted 
to say that it is the 9th World Convention on Recycling and Waste Management which will be held in a 
beautiful city of Osaka, Japan and hence we invite you all to attend and register. 

3.  9th World Convention on Recycling and Waste Management is mainly based on the theme “Advocating  
Waste Disposal and Recycling Practices for Clean and Green Environment.” We warmly welcome all the 
participants - leading scientists, researchers and scholars of the world to attend the convention. We 
provide a platform for young researchers and students to present their research through oral presentations 
through which they can develop a foundation for collaboration among young researchers. 
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4.  The organising committee aims at setting a platform for all the budding scientists and researchers to 
present their real-time work and share their views and aspects related to the theme of the conference. The 
organising committee is gearing up for an exciting and informative conference programme including 
plenary lecture, symposia, workshops on a variety of topics, poster presentations and various programmes 
for participants from all over the world. 
 

 
(II) Based on your understanding of the passage, answer the questions given below. 

 
Q(i).  Infer one reason for the following, based on information in the passage. 

Waste management and recycling it. 
 

Q(ii).  Select the appropriate option to fill in the blanks. 
_____ has been considered as the second nature to us. 
(a) Sorting of waste 
(b) Recycling of waste 
(c) Waste management 
(d) Implementing steps framed and deployed in convention 
 

Q(iii).  Complete the following analogy correctly with a word/phrase from paragraph 2: I. 
Delhi : India :: Tokyo : _____Ans(i) 
(Clue : Delhi is capital of India, similarly Tokyo is capital of...) 
 

Q(iv).  What theme is being highlighted in the given passage? 
(a) Efficient means of reducing garbage 
(b) Various techniques to be employed to recycle the goods 
(c) Efficient ways of waste disposal 
(d) Both (b) and (c) 
 

Q(v).  Which of the following notion in the conference has been emphasised to be deployed? 
(a) Waste disposal management 
(b) Waste management 
(c) Recycling of goods 
(d) Reshaping Earth’s future 
 

Q(vi).  Fill in the blank by selecting the correct option. 
According to the pie-chart, Branches & wood has been recycled at the rate of _____. 
(a) 1% 
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(b) 24% 
(c) 4% 
(d) 3% 
 

Q(vii).  Substitute the word ‘present’ with ONE WORD similar in meaning, in the following sentence from  
paragraph 3: 
We provide a platform for young researchers and students to present their research... 
 

Q(viii).  List any two points that the given data represents. 
 

Q(ix).  Which activity contributes collectively towards paper waste recycled percentage? 
 

Q(x).  What has been considered as an efficient means to reduce landfill area? 
(a) Sorting of waste 
(b) Recycling or composting waste 
(c) Both (a) and (b) 
(d) None of these 
 

SECTION – B GRAMMAR 
Attempt ANY TEN of the following questions. 
Q(i).  Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option to complete the sentence. 

The bridge is being _____ at the moment so it can’t be used. 
(a) repaired 
(b) repairing 
(c) repair 
(d) repairs 

Q(ii).  Read the conversation between Raman and Anitha. 
Complete the sentence by reporting Anitha’s reply correctly. 
Raman : What’s the matter, Anitha? 
Anitha : Oh, nothing. You cannot help me. I only want that blue umbrella. 
Raman asked Anitha what the matter was. She replied that it was nothing and he could not help her as 
_____ 
 

Q(iii).  Select the correct option to fill in the blank for the given line. 
_____ I suggest a slight change in your plan? 
(a) May 
(b) Would 
(c) Must 
(d) Will 
 

Q(iv).  Select the option that identifies the error and supplies the correction for the following line: 
The people of India show remarkable unity at the time of Kargil Conflict. 

 
 

Q(v).  Complete the given sentence, by filling in the blank with the correct option : 
When I was a child, I _____ to school everyday instead of going by cycle. 
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(a) walked 
(b) have been walking 
(c) had walked 
(d) have walked 
 

Q(vi).  Fill in the blank by using the correct form of the word in the bracket. 
Many a student _____ (try) hard to pass his entrance exam. 
 

Q(vii).  Report the dialogue between Gardener and Dev, by completing the sentence : 
Gardener: Did you water the plant today? 
Dev: No, but I will, today. 
Gardener: Then tomorrow I will get a sapling of sunflower. 
The Gardener asked Dev if he had watered the plant that day. Dev replied negatively but said he would  
that day. Then the gardener said that _____ 
 

Q(viii).  Identify the error in the given sentence and supply the correction. 
Diwali, well known as the festival of lights, is a festival that is celebrate in almost all parts of India. 
Use the given format for your response. 

  
 

Q(ix).  Transform the following direct speech into reported speech: 
The beggar said to the old man, “Can you tell me the way to the nearest temple?” 
 

Q(x).  Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option. 
You have a large number of shirts. You _____ buy any more. 
(a) need not 
(b) can not 
(c) would not 
(d) should not 
 

Q(xi).  Rohit and Rajat are discussing their plans for the weekend. Complete the dialogue below by choosing  
the correct option. 
Rohit : How do you like the idea of going to the zoo? 
Rajat : That sounds good, But I _____ my parent’s  
permission. 
(a) needs to take 
(b) need not to take 
(c) needs not to take 
(d) need to take 
 

Q(xii).  Identify the error in the given sentence and supply the correction. 
At the age of seventeen, Galileo know that he had discovered an important law- a law of a pendulum. 
Use the given format for your response. 

  
 

 

SECTION B- CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS 



 

 
P a g e  | 14 

 

ENGLISH (Class 10th)  
 

All the names and addresses used in the questions are fictitious. Resemblance, if any, is purely coincidental. 
1.  Attempt ANY ONE from A and B given below. 
QA.  Write a letter to the editor of a newspaper highlighting the problem of traffic jam near Chinpumi Temple  

Crossing and suggesting some remedy for it. 
Or 

QB.  You are Neelam/Rakesh, Store Incharge Diksha Stores, 32/54, Rajeev Nagar, Delhi. Your school requires 
school bags and accessories in bulk for the commencement of the new session. Write a letter of inquiry to 
the Sales Manager, Sky Bags Industries Ltd. 15/3, Ravi Nagar, Delhi enquiring about the details of goods 
manufactured. 

2.  Attempt ANY ONE from A and B given below.      5 
QA.  The two maps below show an island, before and after the construction of some tourist facilities. Write an  

analytical paragraph in 100-120 words by selecting and reporting the main features, and making 
comparisons  
where relevant. 

 

 
   

Or 
QB.  Study the concept chart from a recent study by WHO that has described some positive effects of quitting  

smoking. 
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Write an analytical paragraph in 100-120 words, analysing the given information. 

 

 

SECTION C – LITERATURE 
 

V.  Reference to the Context 10 
1.  Attempt ANY ONE of two extracts given.  5 
1.A That evening, after I’d finished the rest of my homework, the note about the essay caught my eye.  

I began thinking about the subject while chewing the tip of my fountain pen. Anyone could ramble on and 
leave big spaces between the words, but the trick was to come up with convincing arguments to prove the 
necessity of talking. I thought and thought and suddenly I had an idea. I wrote the three pages Mr. Keesing 
had assigned me and was satisfied. I argued that talking is a student’s trait and that I would do my best to 
keep it under control, but that I would never be able to cure myself of the habit since my mother talked as 
much as I did if not more, and that there’s not much you can do about inherited traits. 

 
Q(i).  What is the main feature of an essay according to Anne? 

 
Q(ii). Anne’s argument about talking was that: 

(a) talking is a fundamental right 
(b) talking is a student’s trait 
(c) talking is a birth-right 
(d) talking is a duty 
 

Q(iii).  Anne would never be able to cure herself of this habit since: 
(a) her mother also talked much 
(b) her father also talked much 
(c) her grandma also talked much 
(d) her grandpa also talked much 
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Q(iv).  The word ‘trait’ means: 
(a) a particular quantity 
(b) a particular quality 
(c) a particular touch 
(d) a particular lesson 
 

Q(v).  Complete the following with a phrase from extract: 

 
Or 

1.B  Ausable did not fit any description of a secret agent Fowler had ever read. Following him down the musty  
corridor of the gloomy French hotel where Ausable had a room, Fowler felt let down. It was a small room, 
on the sixth and top floor, and scarcely a setting for a romantic adventure. Ausable was, for one thing, fat. 
Very fat. And then there was his accent. Though he spoke French and German passably, he had never 
altogether lost the American accent he had brought to Paris from Boston twenty years ago. “You are 
disappointed,” Ausable said wheezily over his shoulder. 
 

Q(i). Substitute the word ‘musty’ with ONE WORD similar in meaning, in the following sentence from extract: 
“Following him down the musty corridor of the gloomy French hotel where Ausable had a room…” 
 

Q(ii). Amy is an American woman who teaches French and German in a primary school. This means that Amy is 
(a) an empathetic teacher. 
(b) a rational human being.  
(c) an experienced guide.  
(d) a multilingual instructor. 
 

Q(iii).  It can be inferred from the extract that a secret agent is expected to be 
1. fit. 
2. compassionate. 
3. apologetic. 
4. suave. 
5. violent. 
(a) Option 1, 3 & 5 
(b) Option 1 & 4 
(c) Option 2, 4 & 5 
(d) Option 2 & 3 
 

Q(iv).  Based on your reading of the extract, list one reason for the following: 
Fowler was disappointed by Ausable when he met him. 
 

Q(v). Choose the option that lists the CORRECT statements about the given passage.  
1. Fowler had no expectations at all from Ausable.  
2. Fowler was elated when he met Ausable.  
3. Ausable was living in France as a spy.  
4. Ausable had acquired the French accent over twenty years ago. 
(a) 1, 2 
(b) 3, 4 
(c) 1, 3 
(d) 2, 4 
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2.  Attempt ANY ONE of two extracts given.  5 
2.A He hears the last voice at night, The patrolling cars, 

And stares with his brilliant eyes 
At the brilliant stars. 
 

Q(i). Fill in the blank by selecting the correct option. 
The animal referred to in the extract is in _____. 
(a) the forest 
(b) a zoo 
(c) a circus  
(d) a wildlife sanctuary 
 

Q(ii).  Complete the following analogy correctly with a word/phrase from extract: 
battles: history :: _____ : astronomy 
(Clue: Just like battles make up history, similarly... are a component of astronomy) 
 

Q(iii).  To go around an area at regular times to check that it is safe is called 
(a) Brightning 
(b) Staring 
(c) Patrolling 
(d) Searching 
 

Q(iv).  Where does the tiger look at in the night? 
 

Q(v).  The word in the extract opposite in meaning to the word, ‘dull’ is 
(a) brilliant 
(b) stare 
(c) patrolling 
(d) stars 

Or 
2.B  Don’t bite your nails, Amanda! 

Don’t hunch your shoulders, Amanda! 
Stop that slouching and sit up straight, Amanda! 
i.  The purpose of the speaker’s words in the given extract is to 
(a) show the speaker’s power over the listener. 
(b) make the listener a better human being. 
(c) advise the listener as an elder. 
(d) improve the listener’s posture and habits. 

Q(ii). Pick the option that lists the image which correctly corresponds to the speaker’s mood in the extract. 

 
(a) Image (1) 
(b) Image (2) 
(c) Image (3) 
(d) Image (4) 
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Q(iii).  Alliteration is a literary device used in the extract. 
Which of the following options does not include examples of this literary device?  
(a) The moon and the shimmering stars watched over us 
(b) With that charming chat, Catherine chose comfort 
(c) Away ran the pathetic pooch pouting like a princess 
(d) Dee dee was driving down day after day 
 

Q(iv).  What does the repetition of “Amanda!” at the end of each line reflect? 
 

Q(v).  Complete the following analogy correctly with a word from extract: 
lazy : agile :: slouching : _____ 
(Clue : Just like lazy is an antonym for agile, similarly  
slouching is an antonym for...) 
 

VI Answer ANY FOUR of the following in about 40-50 words each. 
Q(i). What ideals does Mandela set out for the future of South Africa in his speech? 
 
Q(ii).  What did Frederick Forsyth think when he called Paris Control? 

 
Q(iii).  What attractions in Coorg wait to be discovered by tourists? 
 
Q(iv).  With what does the poet compare the fog? 

 
Q(v). ‘Dust of Snow’ is one of Frost’s most loved poems.  

Elaborate why you think this is so. 
 

VII  Answer ANY TWO of the following in about 40-50 words each. 
 

Q(i).  Why did Mrs. Pumphrey take Tricki to the doctor? 
 

Q(ii).  How did Ebright’s mother encourage his interest in learning? 
 

Q(iii).  What was Oop’s opinion about the ‘sandwiches’ he had eaten? 
 

VIII  Answer ANY ONE of the following in about 100-120 words. 
Q(i). “If you don’t help me, my family and I will go hungry this year.” Lencho had faith in God but he didn’t 

manage to solve the problem by himself. Did he lack the courage to resolve his matter himself? What values 
did he lack? Explain. 

Or 
Q(ii).  Being impressed by Custard’s feat, the young seagull’s sister wrote a letter to Custard seeking advice on  

addressing the situation with her young brother. Write Custard’s response to this letter. Base the advice 
from  
his experiences. 
You may begin like this: 
Dear Ms Seagull, 
Thank you for seeking me out. I am humbled. Based on my limited experiences I feel... 
 

IX Answer ANY ONE of the following in about 100-120 words. 
Q(i).  Who do you think is the real culprit in the story ‘A Question of Trust’? Explain. 
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Or 
Q(ii).  Read the following quote. 

“We are too involved in materialistic things, and they don’t satisfy us. The loving relationships we have, the  
universe around us, we take these things for granted.” – Mitch Albom Matilda was never satisfied with her 
life and desired more. The given quote reflects her character. Justify. 
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SECTION A 
(I) Based on your understanding of the passage, answer the questions given below. 

 
Solution 
S(i). Ans : (a) it has become an integral part of our life. 
S(ii). Ans : (c) a diversion and a passion. 
S(iii). Ans : (b) rewarding in itself. 
S(iv). Ans : Distracts the mind from other useless problems. 
S(v). Ans : (d) rejuvenate your mind and help prepare you to handle challenges in the future in a better way. 
S(vi). Ans : 
Sol. 1. Provides an opportunity for us to socialize with people.  

2. Gives us an opportunity to enhance our life. 
S(vii). Ans : The skill of being creative is essential in today's world. 
S(viii). Ans : The Importance of Having a Hobby. 
S(ix). Ans : Hobby makes you connect with people who enjoy doing the same things that you do. 
S(x). Ans : (d) captivated 

 
(II) Based on your understanding of the passage, answer the questions given below. 

 
S(i). Ans : Leaving behind the quality of environment free from pollution. 
S(ii). Ans : (b) Recycling of waste 
S(iii). Ans : Japan 
S(iv). Ans : (d) Both (b) and (c) 
S(v). Ans : (a) Waste disposal management 
S(vi). Ans : (c) 4% 
S(vii). Ans : display/exhibit/show/depict. 
S(viii). Ans :  

1. The increasing trend of recycling and waste management.  
2. The amount and degree of recycled waste. 

S(ix). Ans : Confidential documents and plastic or metal or glass. 
S(x). Ans : (c) Both (a) and (b) 
 

SECTION – B GRAMMAR 
S(i). Ans : (a) repaired 
S(ii). Ans : she only wanted that blue umbrella. 
S(iii). Ans : (a) May 
S(iv). Ans : (c) 
S(v). Ans : (a) repaired 
S(vi). Ans : tries 
S(vii). Ans : he would get a sapling of a sunflower the next day. 
S(viii). Ans : 

  
S(ix). Ans : The beggar asked the old man if he could tell him the way to the nearest temple. 
S(x). Ans : (a) need not 
S(xi). Ans : (d) need to take 
S(xii). Ans : 
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SECTION CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS 
A.  Write a letter to the editor of a newspaper highlighting the problem of traffic jam near Chinpumi Temple  

Crossing and suggesting some remedy for it. 
SA. Ans: 232, Friends Colony  

Noida  
16th May, 20xx  
To,  
The Editor  
The Hindustan Times  
New Delhi  
Subject: Chaotic traffic condition near Chintpumi  
Temple Crossing  
Respected Sir,  
Through this letter of mine, I wish to draw the attention of the authorities towards the problems faced by 
students every day. We reach our college fifteen minutes late as our college bus gets stuck in a traffic jam 
near Chintpumi Temple crossing. People Park their vehicles in a. haphazard way. Beggars crowd the gates 
as well as roads, waiting for someone to come out of the temple and give alms to them. There is a traffic 
signal at that crossing but people do not follow it. 
It, is my humble request, that, a parking arca should be allotted to the Temple. site so that people, can park  
their vehicles in a. proper way. The Temple Trust should appoint someone who can make the beggars  
sit in a. queue, and that, too on the footpath and not on the road. And last but not the least, a police-picket  
should be, there, at the, crossing to make, people follow the, rules and regulations.  
I hope you'll publish this Ietter in your esteemed newspaper so that some actions can be taken in this  
matter.  
Thanking you  
Yours sincerely  
A kriti 

Or 
B.  You are Neelam/Rakesh, Store Incharge Diksha Stores, 32/54, Rajeev Nagar, Delhi. Your school requires 

school bags and accessories in bulk for the commencement of the new session. Write a letter of inquiry to 
the Sales Manager, Sky Bags Industries Ltd. 15/3, Ravi Nagar, Delhi enquiring about the details of goods 
manufactured. 

SB. Ans:  
Diksha Stores  
32/54, Rajeev Nagar  
Delhi  
28th August, 2019  
The Sales Manager  
M/S Sky Bags Industries Limited  
15/3, Ravi Nagar  
Delhi  
Subject: Inquiry about school bags and accessories  
Sir,  
There has been enormous demand by our customers of the school bags and accessories you manufacture 
for primary and secondary school students and they are inquiring about quality, price, durability, etc.  
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We shall feel obliged if you could please send us 100 pieces of school bags for every age group on approval 
and return basis. 
If we find the quality and price satisfactory then we expect to purchase more from you. Before placing a 
large order of the bags, we would like you to send the above quantity of the desired products on approval 
basis.  
The remaining of the unsold pieces would be returned to you at your expense within a period of one month 
from receipt of the products.  
We hope to hear from you very soon.  
faithfully  
Rakesh  
Store Incharge 
 

2.  Attempt ANY ONE from A and B given below.       5 
A.  The two maps below show an island, before and after the construction of some tourist facilities. Write an  

analytical paragraph in 100-120 words by selecting and reporting the main features, and making 
comparisons  
where relevant. 

 

 
   

SA2. Ans:  
Transformation of an Island  
Both maps display an Island, before and after it was developed for tourism. The island is approximately  
250 metros long, has palm trees dotted around it, is surrounded by ocean and has a beach to the, west 
Over the period, the island was completely transformed with the addition of a hotel and a pier; however, 
the eastern part of the island appears to have, been left undeveloped. The most noticeable additions arc 
the hotel rooms. 6 buildings, surrounding some trees, have been built, in the west of the island and 9 
buildings have been constructed in the centre of the island.  
Between the two accommodation areas, a reception building and a restaurant have, been developed. A 
pier has also been built on the south coast, of the, island, allowing yachts access to the resort. Apart from 
the trees, the beach remains the, only natural feature to remain relatively untouched; however, it does 
appear that it is now used for swimming. 
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Write an analytical paragraph in 100-120 words, analysing the given information. 

SB. Ans: 
Positive Effects of Quitting Smoking  
Smoking is the silent killer that affects a large number of people around the world. The negative effects of  
tobacco smoke are well known, but the good news is that the positive effects Of kicking the habit can't be 
missed. A smoker can leave the habit forever and can see the amazing results to live a healthier and happier 
life. As part of a report released by the World Health orgamzation for World No Tobacco Day, the 
potentially devastating effects of smoking can be successfully reversed. After just 20 minutes, the first 
health improvements begin with a drop-in heart rate and blood pressure. Within 12 hours carbon 
monoxide levels drop to normal and after a few weeks lung function increases and circulation improves. 
Within 1-9 months the person experiences decreased coughing and shortness of breath. Even the elevated 
risk of stroke or coronary heart disease is gone within 15 years. Cancer of lungs along with that of mouth, 
throat, oesophagus, bladder, cervix and pancreas also becomes a much less significant threat after about 
ten years. So, quitting smoking is the best decision a smoker can take to improve the quality of his life.

 
SECTION C LITERATURE 

S(i). Ans : The main feature of an essay is 'to give convincing arguments' in support of the necessity to talk. 
S(ii). Ans: (b) talking is a student’s trait 
S(iii). Ans: (a) her mother also talked much 
S(iv). Ans: (a) a particular quantity 
S(v). Ans:  caught my eye. 
S1.B (i). Ans: damp. 
S(ii). Ans: (d) a multilingual instructor. 
S(iii). Ans: (b) Option 1 & 4 
S(iv). Ans : Ausable didn't have the personality of a spy. 
S(v). Ans: (c) 1, 3 
S2.A (i) Ans: (b) a zoo 
S(ii). Ans: stars. 
S(iii). Ans: (c) Patrolling 
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S(iv). Ans : The tiger looks at the brilliant stars shining in the sky at the night. 
S(v). Ans: (a) brilliant 
S2.B(i). Ans : (d) improve the listener's posture and habits. 
S(ii). Ans: (c) Image (3) 
S(iii). Ans : (a) The moon and the shimmering stars watched over us 
S(iv). Ans : It shows the frustration of the speaker. 
S(v). Ans : straight. 

 


