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His original surname was

Sakpal but his father registered

his name as Ambadawekar in

school, meaning he comes from

his native village 'Ambadawe'

in Ratnagiri district. His

Devrukhe Brahmin teacher,

Krishnaji Keshav Ambedkar,

changed his surname from

'Ambadawekar' to his own

surname 'Ambedkar' in school

records.
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In 1917 Ambedkar’s studies were disrupted by the war and the

termination of his scholarship. He was obliged to return to

India, where he was forcibly reminded of his Untouchable

status, something which he had been able to escape while

studying in the West. Even when he was appointed as a

Professor at the Sydenham College of Commerce and

Economics in Bombay, other faculty would object to him using

the communal water jug. It was at this time that he began to

campaign in earnest for Dalit rights.
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In 1920 he started a weekly Marathi paper, which strongly

criticised the caste hierarchy and called for a Dalit awakening and

mobilisation against inequality. He also spoke at two Conferences

of the Depressed Classes convened by the Maharajah of

Kolhapur, both of which culminated in powerfully symbolic inter-

caste dining. It was with the financial support of the Maharajah

of Kolhapur that he was then able to return to London and

complete his studies at LSE, and his legal training at Gray’s Inn.
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Pradhana Shiromani Sir Nyapathi

Madhava Rau, CIE (8 June 1887 –

28 August 1972) was an Indian

civil servant and administrator

who served as the Diwan of

Mysore from 1941 to 1945. He

was a member of the Drafting

Committee of the Indian

Constitution.
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