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Sangam Age and Chola

Empire

6 Introduction to the Sangam Age DSD)

( Cheras ) + ' Cholas ' + ' Pandyas '

Sangam Age: An important period in the history of ancient South
India, particularly the Tamil region.

Main region: Present-day Tamil Nadu and adjoining Tamil-
speaking areas.

Major dynasties: Cheras, Cholas and Pandyas.

Sangam literature provides information about ancient Tamil
society, politics, economy, trade, religion and culture.

Traditional accounts describe assemblies of Tamil scholars and
poets; legendary descriptions must be distinguished from
independently established historical evidence.

° Major Literary Sources [D)

Ettuthokai Pattuppattu
8 anthologies 10 long poems

Work / Collection Main feature

Tolkappiyam Ancient Tamil grammar and poetics
Ettuthokai Eight anthologies of poetry

Pattuppattu Ten long poems

Akananuru Poetry concerning love and personal life
Purananuru War, heroism, generosity and public life

Tamil epic traditionally attributed to Ilango

Silappadikaram Adigal

Manimekalai Tamil epic associated with Buddhist ideas

Important Facts

© Ettuthokai and Pattuppattu: Major collections of Sangam
literature.

© Tolkappiyam: A major work on Tamil grammar and literary
conventions.

Silappadikaram and Manimekalai: Important epics associated
with the post-Sangam literary tradition.

Akam: Themes of love and personal life.

Puram: Public life, warfare, heroism and social values.

Agriculture, pastoralism, handicrafts and maritime trade were
major economic activities.

Evidence indicates trade connections with the Roman world.

Important traded goods included pepper, pearls, textiles and
luxury products.

Ports and maritime commerce played an important role in the
economy of southern India.




° Cheras, Cholas and Pandyas |3>
r ) N ™)
Cheras Cholas Pandyas
Bow Tiger Fish
\ J J J

Dynasty

Present-day
Kerala and

Cheras

Main region

Major capital / centre = Emblem

Vanji; Karur is also

associated with the Bow

western Tamil
region

Kaveri Valley and
Cholas eastern Tamil
region

Cheras

Southern Tamil

Pandyas

) Madurai
region

Uraiyur; Puhar was
an important port

Tiger

Fish

© Senguttuvan: Famous Chera ruler associated with the Pattini

cult in Tamil literary tradition.

© Karikala: Famous Sangam Chola ruler associated with victory in
the Battle of Venni.

Nedunjeliyan: One of the important Pandya rulers mentioned in

Sangam literature.

Korkai: Ancient Pandya port famous for pearl trade.

Puhar / Kaveripattinam: Important maritime trading centre of

the Cholas.

Muziris: Famous ancient trading port associated with the Chera

region.

° Five Landscapes in Sangam Literature ”)

The concept of Thinai connects geographical landscapes with
occupations and ways of life.

Thinai

Kurinji

Mullai

Marutham

Neithal

Palai

Landscape

Mountains

Forests and pastoral
lands

Fertile agricultural
plains

Coastal region

Arid landscape

Main activity

Hunting and gathering

Cattle rearing

Agriculture
Fishing and maritime
trade

Difficult journeys and
conflict

° Administration, Society and Culture 080)

The Kking was the principal political authority, supported by local
chiefs and warriors.

Agriculture was the economic foundation; paddy, sugarcane,
cotton and pepper were important products.

Maritime trade connected southern India with the Roman world

and other overseas trading regions.

Poets, singers and dancers participated in courtly and social life.

Sangam literature contains extensive references to heroism,

generosity, warfare, love and nature.

Exam fact: The three major dynasties of the Sangam Age were the
Cheras, Cholas and Pandyas. Their traditional emblems were the
bow, tiger and fish, respectively.




a Early Cholas and the Rise of the Empire 6 )

The ancient Sangam Cholas must be distinguished from the
medieval imperial Cholas.

Vijayalaya Chola: Associated with the revival of Chola power in
the 9th century ; captured Thanjavur.

Aditya I: Expanded Chola territory.

Parantaka I: Strengthened Chola power; the Uttaramerur
inscriptions are associated with his reign.

° Major Imperial Chola Rulers g)
Son

Rajaraja I ] Rajendra I

Rajaraja I (985-1014 CE)

© A major ruler responsible for expanding the Chola Empire.

© Extended Chola influence over parts of southern India and Sri
Lanka.

© Commissioned the Brihadisvara Temple at Thanjavur.
©® The temple was completed around 1010 CE.

© Its inscriptions provide information about land grants,
donations, temple administration and economic activities.

Rajendra I (1012/1014-1044 CE)
© Son and successor of Rajaraja I.

© Established Gangaikondacholapuram as a new capital following
a successful military expedition towards the Ganga region.

© Conducted maritime expeditions towards Southeast Asia.

© Expanded the maritime influence and trading connections of the
Chola Empire.
Other Important Rulers

© Kulottunga I: An important ruler associated with Chola
administration and political consolidation.

Chola power reached a high point during the 11th and 12th
centuries.

Chola power declined during the 13th century as Pandya power
revived.

-
c. 850 CE 985(:;:014 c. 1010 CE 1012 / 1014—
Vijayalaya |=» Raiaraia —> | Brihadisvara |=» 1044 CE
Chola I : I Temple Rajendra I
- v, ———

© c. 850 CE: Rise of Vijayalaya Chola.
® 985-1014 CE : Reign of Rajaraja I.
® ¢.1010 CE : Completion of the Brihadisvara Temple at Thanjavur.

© 1012/ 1014-1044 CE : Reign of Rajendra I; sources differ on the
precise accession chronology.

© 11th century : Extensive territorial and maritime expansion of
the Chola Empire.

Avoid confusion: Karikala was a famous ruler of the Sangam
Cholas, whereas Rajaraja I and Rajendra I were major rulers of
the medieval imperial Cholas.




@ Administrative System -ﬁ-)

( Mandalam )é Valanadu | =2 | Nadu | =2 ' Village '

The King was the supreme authority.

The empire was divided into administrative units, including
mandalam, valanadu and nadu.

The village was an important unit of local administration.

Uttaramerur inscriptions: Provide evidence about village
administration and local committees under the Cholas.

Village assemblies and administrative committees played
important roles in local governance.

Kudavolai system: A method of selecting local committee
members described in the Uttaramerur inscriptions, involving
the use of inscribed palm-leaf tickets bearing eligible candidates'
names.

© Kaveri Delta: Fertile agricultural region and an important
foundation of the Chola economy.

Irrigation, reservoirs and canals supported agricultural
production.

Land revenue was a major source of state income.

Temples were religious centres and were also connected with
landholding, donations, employment and local economic activity.

Chola maritime trade connected South India with Southeast Asia
and Indian Ocean trading regions.

The Chola navy played a role in maritime expeditions and
commercial connections.

Chola architecture is a major example of the Dravidian style.

Brihadisvara Temple, Thanjavur: Dedicated to Shiva and
commissioned by Rajaraja IL.

Gangaikondacholeeswaram Temple: Associated with the capital
established by Rajendra I at Gangaikondacholapuram.

Airavatesvara Temple, Darasuram: An important example of
Chola temple architecture.

The Brihadisvara Temple at Thanjavur,
Gangaikondacholeeswaram and Airavatesvara Temple at
Darasuram are included in UNESCO's World Heritage listing of
the Great Living Chola Temples.

Chola bronze sculpture is particularly famous.

Bronze Nataraja: One of the best-known representations of Chola
artistic achievement.

e Important Facts for Competitive Examinations O)

Three Sangam dynasties: Cheras, Cholas and Pandyas.

Chola emblem: Tiger.

Pandya emblem: Fish.

Chera emblem: Bow.
Famous Sangam Chola ruler: Karikala.

Major imperial Chola ruler: Rajaraja IL.

Founder of Gangaikondacholapuram: Rajendra I.

Brihadisvara Temple: Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu.

@ ©¢ © @ © @ 6 © ©

Uttaramerur inscriptions: Local self-government and village
administration.

O

Kudavolai system: Method of selecting local committee
members.




