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Ramsar Sites
in India

103 sites as of 15 October 2026

Prepared on 21 October 2026

o Ramsar Convention: What? 9 When and Where Signed?

1. e Anintergovernmental s ﬂr
Ramsar 1 . et &g
Coivetica treaty for the conservation 5 Fels 9
and wise use of wetlands. B v w Ramsar
® Wetlands of international L 1971 World Wetlands Day
|mpurtanf_:e are called Ramsar Iran is observed on
Ramsar Sites. 2 February.

A Wetland must meet

at least 1 of the

9 Ramsar criteria
(for example, supporting
20,000+ waterbirds or
conserving biodiversity).

® Wetlands (Conservation
and Management)
Rules, 2017 (MoEFCC).

- " (Conservation ® River channels, paddy fields
Marshes and Management) and areas used for

|~ Rules, 2017 | commercial activity are
| not counted as wetlands.

Rivers

o Montreux Record

A register of Ramsar sites where the
ecological character has changed, is
changing or is likely to change due to
human interference. These sites stay
on the Ramsar List and get priority
for conservation.

e

Mangroves Peatlands Coral reefs

Also includes man-made sites
such as reservoris.

0 Why They Matter

3> .0,

mli-le::::ﬁ-t f:r:d Groundwater Climate Livelihoods such as
8 Flood control

endangered species recharge regulation fishing and agriculture




India has the
most Ramsar sites
in Asia and is 3rd
in the world

after the UK and
Mexico.

RamsarSites ™ » [

4

in Indla

103 sites

2 across 28 states o0
and UTs 46

o N SRS Aol o) A
o Quick Facts (High- Probablllty Questions)
Topic Fact

@ Total sites 103 across 28 states _and UTs; India has the most in Asia and is 3rd in the world
after the UK and Mexico.

o Latest additions Sukhna Wetland (Chandigarh) and Sauj Jheel (Mainpuri, Uttar Pradesh),
15 October 2026.

5 100th site Jai Prakash Narayan Bird Sanctuary (Surha Tal), Ballia, Uttar Pradesh.

101st site Glaw Lake, Lohit district, Arunachal Pradesh (state’s first), 3 August 2026.

gll  Addedin 2025-26 18 new sites.

8 Oldest sites Chilika Lake (Odisha) and Keoladeo National Park (Rajasthan), 1981.

Q Most sites Tamil Nadu, 20.

Second most Uttar Pradesh, 14.

€)  Third most (tied) Punjab, Odisha and Bihar, 6 each.

s Largest site Sundarban Wetland, West Bengal, 4,230 km?.

x Smallest sites Renuka Lake (Himachal Pradesh) and Vembannur Wetland Complex (Tamil Nadu),
0.2 km? each.

Montreux Record Keoladeo National Park (Rajasthan, listed 1990) and Loktak Lake (Manipur, listed 1993).

‘ First Ramsar site of Bihar Kanwar (Kabar) Taal, Begusarai, 2020.

* First-ever site for a state/UT  Chhattisgarh (Kopra), Sikkim (Khecheopalri), Jharkhand (Udhwa), Arunachal Pradesh (Glaw),

(recent) Chandigarh (Sukhna).

Bihar went from 1 site in 2020 to 6 by 2025.
Jamui is the only Bihar district with two sites.

© vdaipursheel () Gogabeel Lake

WEst Champaran Katihar

e Bihar’s 6 Ramsar Sites (BPSC Special)

€D Kanvar (kabar) Taal @) NagiBid Sanctiary (€]) NtiBirdsanctiary (€J) GokulJalashay

Begusarai Jamui Jamui Buxar

e Year: 2023 ° ‘r’ear: 2025 e Year: 2025

e Year: 2020

=l g e Year: 2023 e Year: 2025
? Eﬂar sfirstRamsar ¢ Man-made reservoir e Man-madewetland e About 448 ha. e About 319 ha. e Permanent oxbow
o 26.2 km?inthe formed by damming ~ created forirrigation ¢ Horseshoe-shaped o Oxbow lake inside lake between the
Indo-Gangetic the Nagi River. by the Nakti Dam. oxbow lake on the Udaipur Wildlife Ganga and
floodplain. e Wintering site for e Habitat for southern bank of Sanctuary. Mahananda.
e Absorbs monsoon Baer's pochard and red-crested pochard. the Ganga. o 280 plantspecies.  ® Bihar's first notified
oo O Skppe eaglo o Naturalfloodbuffer. o Winteringgroundfor ~ gorimer Y
recorded. * Large bar-headed e 50+ bird species. 35 migratory bird :
e Central Asian Flyway goose gathering. species including
stopover. common pochard.

e Critically endangered
vultures and sociable
lapwing present.

@ Other Bihar wetlands proposed for Ramsar status (as of 2025):

e Baraila Lake (Vaishali)
e Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary (Bhagalpur)

Neither is a Ramsar
site yet.



Recently Added

Ramsar Sites in India_§ 103

Ramsar sites
(as of 15 October

'18 new sites (2025—2026) A ; e

'#, 5
“.r.ur \, J'J-\ Jfﬁﬁ : l

State/UT Year H —

1  Sakkarakottai Bird Sanctuary Tamil Nadu 2025

2  Therthangal Bird Sanctuary Tamil Nadu 2025

3 Khecheopalri Wetland Sikkim 2025

4  Udhwa Lake Jharkhand 2025

5 Khichan (Phalodi) Rajasthan 2025

6 Menar (Udaipur) Rajasthan 2025

7  Gokul Jalashay Bihar 2025 -k I(hch;n (P.al d) e
8  Udaipur Jheel Bihar 2025 bl

9 Gogabeel Lake Bihar 2025 |

10  Siliserh Lake Rajasthan 2025
11  Kopra Jalashay Chhattisgarh 2025 F AR S
12  Patna Bird Sanctuary Uttar Pradesh 2026 Gokl(lé;:;lffhay
13  Chhari-Dhand Gujarat 2026
14  Shekha Jheel Bird Sanctuary Uttar Pradesh 2026
15  JaiPrakash Narayan Bird Sanctuary  Uttar Pradesh 2026 BN o R
16  Glaw Lake Arunachal Pradesh 2026 Ofentaks
17  Sukhna Wetland Chandigarh 2026
18  Sauj Jheel Uttar Pradesh 2026

i Jheel
(Uttar Pradesh)
18 new Ramsar sites were added to India’s list during 2025-2026, ‘ o AT W ,,, f

taking the total to 103 sites as of 15 October 2026.
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Largest Ramsar Sites (Area in km? - 3
o Smallest Ramsar Sites (Area in km?)
Rank Area (km?
ol Rank Site State Area (km?)
1 Sundarban Wetland West Bengal 4,230 1 B onilal 2l e LS 0.2
2 Vembanad-Kol Wetland  Kerala 1,512.5
1 Eemb?nnur Wetland Tamil Nadu 0.2
3 Chilika Lake Odisha 1,165 cdl
Vedanth | Bird :
4  Satkosia Gorge Odisha 981.97 3 Siwdy Tamil Nadu 0.4
b Kolleru Lake Andhra Pradesh 901 4 Nanda Lake Goa 0.42
5 Udhayamarthandapuram Tamil Nadu 0.44

Bird Sanctuary

Sundarhan Wetland ‘h“embanad Hul Ehllika Lake |

(West Bengal) Wetland (Kerala) (Odisha) Renuka Lake "."errﬂ:lannur Weﬂandtnmplex vedanuwngai Bmi Sam:tuary
(Himachal Pradesh) (Tamil Nadu) (Tamil Nadu)
9 Montreux Record *
Site State Reason Listed
Keoladeo Ghana ; Water shortage and
National Park ejastinn unbalanced grazing 1990 Sk Ay b, 4
: Human-induced Keoladeo Gha National Prk | Lul-:takLake |
Lostaxtaxe Hanipuy changes and pollution 1993 (Rajasthan) (Manipur)
o Sites with Special Tags (One-Liners)
Tag Site State/UT Tag Site State/UT
. : . Chilika Lake, Keoladeo  Odisha, Wastewater-fed aquaculture;
X B Aes Tl Ind 2 1560 National Park Rajasthan wise-use model East Kolkata Wetlands  West Bengal
Largest Ramsar site; mangrove forest Sundarban Wetland ~ West Bengal f.argest natural freshwgter Isjke Nalsarovar Bird Gliarat
Largest coastal lagoon; Irrawaddy dolphin ~ Chilika Lake Odisha e [ ReEgs e ass S gealgay .
Only floating national park : Ganges river dolphin and gharial Upper Ganga River Pradesh
{Ka?tr)ul Lamﬁan} P Loktak Lake Manipur g P g (Brijghat to Narora) Uttar Prades
Largest freshwater lake of India Wular Lake Jammu & Kashmir ~ Demoiselle cranes in winter Khichan Wetland Rajasthan
Largest inland salt lake of India Sambhar Lake Rajasthan Largest natural wetland of Mizoram  Pala Wetland Mizoram
Meteorite-impact crater lake Lonar Lake Maharashtra Twin man-made lakes of Bhopal Bhoj Wetland Madhya Pradesh
Largest lake of Kerala Vembanad-Kol Wetland  Kerala Near Guwahati Deepor Beel Assam
Largest freshwater lake of Kerala Sasthamkotta Lake  Kerala {LﬂfEE‘St f":ﬂ”;’!ateré?:lke of Odisha  pncina Lake Odisha
Black-necked crane breeding; high altitude  Tsomoriri, Tso Kar Ladakh e 1y
Eiost marine HiaSohETe reserie Beas-Sutlej confluence reservoir Harike Wetland Punjab
o Gulf of Mannar Tamil Nadu - : :
of South Asia Beas river stretch; Indus river Beas Conservation Puniab
) Sundarban, Bhitarkanika, West Bengal dolphin and gharial Reserve ek
i Pichavaram " Odiha,TamilNad  Man-made reservoi at Shivaik
Sukhna Wetland Chandigarh

Saltwater crocodile; olive ridley turtle  Bhitarkanika Mangroves  Odisha foothills; newest UT site




