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® The revolt began at Meerut on

vt REVOLT OF 1857:

\$ 2797 BACKGROUND AND CAUSES 7 tit!

Q INTRODUCTION m,

® The Revolt of 1857 was the first major
widespread armed uprising against 10 MAY 1857
the rule of the East India Company. Rg‘t’ﬁeﬁﬁ:n

® Major affected regions: Delhi, Awadh,

10 May 1857. 2 e
@ On 11 May 1857, the rebels reached hmmsemribs,

Delhi and accepted Bahadur Shah Zafar Il | | 11 MAY 1857

as their symbolic leader. Rebels reached

Delhi

Kanpur, Jhansi, Bihar, Bundelkhand
and Central India.

.~ @ It has been described by different historians
as the Sepoy Mutiny, Revolt of 1857, and

| First War of Independence.

Bahadur Sha.h Zafar ]
(Symbolic Leader)

"POLITICAL CAUSES

Lord Dalhousie’s Doctrine of Lapse
created resentment among Indian rulers.

® Satara, Jhansi and Nagpur were annexed. £ »

® Awadh was annexed in 1856, with the [I;g:td_DaII}ouqsie
Company citing maladministration. (Doctrine of Lapse)

@ The political prestige of the Mughal ® Satara

® Fear of British interference in Indian
social and religious customs.

® Activities of Christian missionaries
generated religious apprehension
among sections of society. :

® Some social reforms were perceived =

by sections of Indians as rellglous i

Y mterference P

@ Heavy land-revenue
pressure on peasants
and zamindars.

@ British economic policies
damaged traditional
handicrafts and cottage fi=
industries.

® Changes in traditional land
and property relations
created resentment.

@® Economic exploitation

emperor declined. e Jhansi

® Indian rulers, zamindars and traditional e Nagpur .
elites feared loss of authority. e Awadh
(1856)

) SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS CAUSES MILITARY CAUSES

contributed to widespread) i G
dissatisfaction. e

|
Discontent over pay, promotion
and service conditions.

Limited opportunities for Indians
to attain higher military ranks.
Religious and social concerns . J1'a1*
regarding overseas service. 'l
Perception of unequal treatment '\

between Indian and :
European soldlers { A




9 Immediate Cause - Enfield Cartrldge_/ ] =

The new Enfield rifle used cartrldges
that had to be bitten open.

Soldiers believed that the cartridges
were greased with cow and pig fat.

This created religious concerns among
both Hindu and Muslim soldiers.

The cartridge controversy became
the immediate cause of the revolt.

Even!

29 March 1857 Mangal Pandey incident
at Barrackpore . s

10 May 1857 ; Mllltary revolt at Meerut
11 May 1857 Rebels reached Delhi

| Delhi became the major
1857 political centre
o Major fighting in Kanpur,
1857-58 Awadh, Jhansi, Bihar and
Central India

1858 British forces recaptured

major rebel centres
9 Major C

Centre ] Major Leader
Delhi . Bahadur Shah Zafar

_ Kanpur | NanaSahib, TatyaTope | “Bahadur ShahZafar ~ NanaSahib Rani Lakshmibai
Lucknow /Awadh = Begum Hazrat Mahal (Deli) (Kanpur) (Jhansi)
Jhansi " Rani Lakshmibai | . 7 s

- Jagdishpur, Bihar | Babu Kunwar Singh |
Bareilly \ Khan Bahadur Khan \ : P % _

Faizabad | Maulvi Ahmadullah Shah | ‘ Mahal  Babu Kunwar Smgh " Maul Ahmadullah Shah

(Awadh) (Bihar) (Faizabad)

\I/

Q- Delhi i Awadh Bihar
Important 4 4 4

P 3 Bahadur Shah Zafar| Nana Sahib | Rani Lakshmibai | Begum Hazrat Mahal | Kunwar Singh




ﬂ

Revolt of 157 in Blha

® Shahabad wasa major
region of the revolt in Bihar.
® Jagdishpur became the
principal centre under
Babu Kunwar Singh.

® Arrah was another
|mportant centre.

Bihar

® Arrah

- @ Jagdishpur
® Shahabad

A prominent zamindar of Jagdhpur
and leading rebel figure in Bihar. '

@
® Approximately 80 years old
during the revolt.

® His brother Amar Singh also played
an important role.

Fought the British in Bihar and
Azamgarh region.

An important victory at Jagdishpur
on 23 April 1858.

Died on 26 April 1858.

Kunwar Singh

¥
Jagdishpur

Amar Singh

¥

Brother of
Kunwar Singh

Peer Ali Khan

¥

Patna

Personality Key Informatlon
Kunwar Singh Jagdishpur, Shahabad
Amar Singh Brother of Kunwar ¢ Smgh 7
Peer Ali Khan Patna
: Associated with the 1857 P\ S >,
Narayan Swgh disturbances in Blhar Peer Ail Khan Narayan Singh

-9 Bihar Specific — Important Pairs

Shahabad

Major Bihar
region

¥

Important
rebel centre



Failure, Consequences ® .
and Hlstorlography gt

OO

The revolt did not spread uniformly across India.
Absence of unified central leadership.

Different leaders had different regional objectives. 2/
Shortage of weapons and resources. g =4
Several Indian rulers and groups supported the Brltlsh ,% 4

British forces had superior military organisation <S.Z=8€ = '3'
and communication. _ /

€)_Major Consequences

End of Company Rule

The Government of India Act, 1858 2

ended the rule of the East India Company. 55

' @ Administration was transferred
directly to the British Crown.

' ® The Governor-General also became (||
the Viceroy. s

‘ ® The office of Secretary of State for Indla ‘ I

was established. el

® Assured non-interference
in Indian religious matters.

® Marked a change in British
policy towards Indian
princely states. 7

@ Promised equality before law £.47a
in dealing with subjects.

® The proportion of Indian and European troops was reorgamsed i
® British control over strategically important branches, [/ 8L
especially artillery, was strengthened. R

® Recruitment and military organisation were reshaped
to reduce the possibility of united military resistance.

Q Historiography

® V.D.Savarkar —=> The Indian War of Independence, 1857.
@ British colonial writings commonly referred to it as the Sepoy Mutiny.

® Modern historical studies also examine the participation of peasants, {8
zamindars, rulers and other social groups, with significant regional variation. 8§

.y Important Points

Event/Place | Key Detail [ Event / Place Key Detail
Beginning ~ Meerut Jhansi Rani Lakshmibai i
" Date | 10 May 1857 Awadh Begum Hazrat Mahal
Barrackpore | Mangal Pandey | ' Bihar Kunwar Singh
Delhi \ Bahadur Shah Zafar | | Jagdishpur Kunwar Singh |
\ Kanpur I Nana Sahib ) End of Company Rule | Government of India Act, 1858 3
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