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| SOURCES OF MAURYAN HlSTORY

Source ] Author or Details

Kautilya (Chanakya/Vishnugupta);
Arthashastra 15 books, 180 chapters.
Indica Megasthenes, Greek ambassador
at Chandragupta’s court.

Vishakhadatta, play about
Mudrarakshasa the fall of the Nandas.
Ashokan Rock edicts, pillar edicts,
Inscriptions | cave inscriptions.

Mahavamsa, | Buddhist texts.
Dipavamsa,
Divyavadana

Junagadh About Sudarshana Lake;
‘| Inscription of | mentions Pushyagupta
'| Rudradaman | and Tushaspa.

The origin of the Mauryas is debated.
Buddhist tradition links them to the Moriya
clan of Pipphalivana, while the Puranas and
Mudrarakshasa link them to Mura.

(c. 322/321 - 298 BCE)

@ Founder of the Mauryan dynasty.
Defeated Dhana Nanda with
Chanakya’s help.

Capital: Pataliputra.

Defeated Seleucus Nicator

in 305 BCE.

Seleucus ceded Aria, Arachosia,
Gedrosia and Paropamisadae;
Chandragupta gave 500 elephants.

Megasthenes was Seleucus’s
ambassador and wrote Indica.

Jain tradition says Chandragupta
went with Bhadrabahu to
Shravanabelagola and died by Sallekhana.

Governor Pushyagupta built the
Sudarshana Lake in Saurashtra.

e Saptanga theory: Swami
(ruler), Amatya (ministers),
Janapada (territory and people),
Durga (fort), Kosha (treasury),
Danda (army), Mitra (ally).

e Mandala theory (foreign policy).

® Six measures (Shadgunya):
Sandhi, Vigraha, Yana, Asana,
Samshraya, Dvaidhibhava.

: ® State functions: revenue,
espionage, justice and trade

> N
BINDUSARA

/1] @ Sent Susima and Ashoka

= »  regulation. )L

(c. 298 - 272 BCE)

o Title: Amitraghata
(“slayer of foes”);
Greek form: Amitrochates.

o Follower of Ajivika sect.

) @ Greek ambassador Deimachus
§  from Antiochus I of Syria
visited his court.

to suppress a revolt at Taxila.

€ BIHAR SPECIAL

@ Mauryan capital: Pataliputra
(Patna).

® Megasthenes called Pataliputra

1 ® Kumbhrar, Patna: remains of the e [
Bihar Mauryan 80-pillared assembly hall. ===

Palibothra and described a wooden
palisade, 64 gates and 570 towers.




(c. 268 - 232 BCE;
coronation c. 269/268 BCE)

Title : Devanampiya Piyadassi.

The name “Ashoka” explicitly
appears in the Minor Rock Edicts
at Maski, Gujarra, Nittur and
Udegolam.

Earlier governor of Ujjain

and Taxila.

Queens : Devi (Vidisha),

Padmavati, Tishyarakshita.

Children : Mahendra, Sanghamitra,
Tivala, Kunala.

Karuvaki (Allahabad-Kosam pillar edict),

FKALINGA WAR 38
(c. 261 BCE) g .

e Fought in Ashoka’s 8 regnal year.' o N
Described in Rock Edict XIIL. e
Capital of Kalinga : Tosali. 3
About 100,000 killed and *

150,000 captured (according /4
to the edict). g
After the war, Bherighosha .
(conquest by war) was replaced S
by Dhammaghosha (conquest by Dhamma)

Embraced Buddhism under the influence +=%
of Upagupta / Nigrodha. -

DHAMMA POLICY

e A moral code for the welfare of people.
Respect for elders, non-violence,
tolerance and charity.

Dhamma Mahamatras appointed
in the 13th regnal year.

Officials : Rajukas, Yuktas,
Pradeshikas.

ASHOKAN INSCRIPTIONS

e First deciphered by James Prinsep in 1837.
e Language : Prakrit.
e Scripts : Brahmi, Kharosthi (in north-west),
! Greek and Aramaic (in Afghanistan).
e Kharosthi edicts at Shahbazgarhi
and Mansehra.
e 14 Major Rock Edicts.
e Separate Kalinga edicts at Dhauli and Jaugada.
e Seven Pillar Edicts : Delhi-Topra, Delhi-Meerut,

Rampurva (two).
i e Minor pillar edicts : Sarnath, Sanchi, Rummindei
&8  (Lumbini), Nigali Sagar.

7%¢~ ® Barabar cave inscriptions donated to the Ajivikas.

KEY EDICTS AND THEIR SUBJECTS

Allahabad-Kosam, Lauriya-Araraj, Lauriya-Nandangarh,

Held at Pataliputra (250 BCE). ‘] ¢
President : Moggaliputta Tissa.
Missions :

Edict Main subject

Major Rock Edict | Ban on animal sacrifice.
Major Rock Edict Il Medical care for humans and animals,
| roadsand wells.
|| Major Rock Edict V Appointment of Dhamma Mahamatras.
Major Rock Edict XIl | Religious tolerance.
Major Rock Edict XIll | Kalinga War and five Greek rulers.
Rummindei Pillar Edict | Land revenue at Lumbini reduced to 1/8. |
Nigali Sagar Enlargement of Buddha Konakamana's
- Stupa J
Turamaya | Antikini Maka = Alikasundara
(Antiochus Il) | (Ptolemy l) | (Antigonus) | (Magas) | (Alexander)
AL .l o /

-

oot |

e Lauriya-Araraj

Bihar (East Champaran)
e Lauriya-Nandangarh
y ® Patr_la (West Champaran)
2 (Pataliputra)) | o Rampurva

(West Champaran)

(.- .‘.Ashokan plllar

2 (Launya-Araraj)

RE '7 Sasaram (Rohtas) X

e Minor rock edict
of Ashoka.

¢

 Kolhua (Vaishali)

e Ashoka's
single-lion pillar.

Barabar and Nagarjuni caves
(Jehanabad)

e Sudama, Lomas Rishi,
Karan Chaupar, Vishwa Jhopri.
e Donated to the Ajivikas
by Ashoka.
e Nagarjuni caves have
mscnptlons of Dasharatha too.

Smgle-llon pillar,
KoIhua (Vaishali)
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r( ’ Minism W

Samaharta

' [ sannidhata
(Revenue Chief) L—L (Treasury Chief) J

Western
| (Ujjain)

Southern
® (Suvarnagiri) )

Secret

. e Village, District,
e Sub-district

e Network of agents
' e Types: Open and

agents
L ]

S @ As per Pini:

1 @ As per Megasthenes:

6 lakh infantry, 30 thousand
cavalry, 9 thousand elephants

6 committees J

Y[ Revenue ystem T

11

Provincial Governor:

Magadha  Kumar / Aryaputra
(Central)
(Tosali)

= 5y

E cCity Administration r—

il , @ As per Megasthenes, |
30 committees \
(6 departments, )
5 members each) | y

Land revenue
(usually 1/6 of
the produce)
Trade, Tax

Mmes (Nahona! propeny)

e Punch-marked
coins

Religion

" Jainism (according |
LChandragupta Maurya to tradition)
Bindusara Ajivika

Ashoka

Buddhism

(Ahata coms

e Erected by Ashoka

e By imperial orders.

a single stone).

throughout the empire.

e Ekashma (made from ‘

,ﬁ
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“E Admmlstratlon, Art and Decline R ’~ ‘i.

et
Art and Archltecture

,,,,,

g India's
national emblem.

© Con5|dered the ﬁnest
palace in the world.

Gpta Caves JEEN

° Barabar Caves _
e Nagarjuni Caves '

e After Ashoka:
® Weak rulers, corruption,
internal conflicts.

® Last ruler: Brihadratha. .
® In 185 BCE, Pushyamitra Shunga,

him (during a military parade).

° Mound in the form ofa stupa l
_\_ (made by Ashoka). N

' Reasons for Decline

commander of the army, overthrew = ¢ weak rulers.

@ |Internal conflicts.

Didarganj Yakshini

‘ Nagarjuni Caves Barabar Caves
(Patna) (Jehanabad) (Jehanabad)
An excellent example @ Built by Ashoka.

o Considered the oldest

of Mauryan polished It serves as an important surviving rock-cut

sculpture. source for the study caves in India.
of Ashokan inscriptions.

Didarganj Yaksﬁ

® Problem of succession. m
0 Expansion of the empire.r_,




