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Prayaga
Prashasti
(Allahabad Pillar)

in Sanskrit (champu style).

Composed by Harishena

Eulogises Samudragupta
and his conquests.

Accounts of
Fa-Hien (Faxian)

(399-414 CE).

Visited India during the
reign of Chandragupta Il

Eran Inscription

Mehrauli lron | King Chandra, generally &
: . .. | identified with
Pillar Inscription ' Chandragupta I
oD Of Skandagupta. LT
ﬁ::::igtli:mar | Mentions the Hunas ;
and his victories.
Junagadh Mentions repairs to the
Inscription Sudarshana Lake.
- | of Bhanugupta (510 CE);

earliest epigraphic
evidence of sati.

Devichandraguptam

Play by Vishakhadatta.
Mentions the episode of
Ramagupta.

Nine kings of
Aryavarta
Uprooted
(annexed)

SIS SOy

" Gupta Era : 319-320 CE

(generally accepted as the beginning
of the Gupta perlod)

G'ontier states
Samatata, Davaka,
Kamarupa, Nepala,
Kartripura
(subdued)

Twelve kings of
- Dakshinapatha
Republics Defeated and
Malavas , . reinstated
; ! =L, Grahana-Moksha-
Arjunayanas, e 3 4 E\nugraha),
Yaudheyas, & S including
Madrakas, A ~ Vishnugopa
Abhiras | ofKanchi
(subdued) - @ e y

N==7 b
Sri Gupta
(foundin
ancestor?

Lichchhavis.

Ghatotkacha
‘Maharaja”

@ Chandragupta | married the Lichchhavi princess Kumaradevn
@ Coins of Chandragupta-Kumaradevi .
depict the royal couple,
symbolising the alliance with the

Chandragupta | Kumaradevu
(c. 319-335 CE) (Lichchhavi
First Maharajadhiraja = Princess)

Chandragupta-Kumaradevi coins JF

>

SAMUDRAGUPTA (c. 335-375 CE)

@ Called the “Napoleon of India” by V. A. Smith.

Types of Samudraguptas Coins

Veena-player Ashvamedha

The Prayaga Prashasti states that he
uprooted nine kings of Aryavarta.

Defeated twelve kings of Dakshinapatha
and then reinstated them (Grahana-Moksha-
Anugraha), including Vishnugopa of Kanchi.
Subdued forest chiefs and frontier states —
Samatata, Davaka, Kamarupa, Nepala,
Kartripura and the republics — Malavas,
Arjunayanas, Yaudheyas, Madrakas, Abhiras.

Performed the Ashvamedha sacrifice.
Titles: Kaviraja, Vikramanka, Parakramanka.

Meghavarna, ruler of Sri Lanka, sent an embassy
seeking permission to build a monastery at Bodh Gaya.

Archer Battle-axe Tiger-slayer Garuda

BIHAR SPECIAL

) Vaishali seal of .. .2

{ Dhruvaswamini 5%

@ Dhruvaswamini, queen ==
of Chandragupta Il and :
mother of Govindagupta. -«

5 @ Gupta capital was
' Pataliputra.

aseksl. @ Chandragupta I's marriage
alliance with the Lichchhavis
of Vaishali.




( Chandragupta Il “Vikramaditya”
o (c.375-415 CE)

® Defeated the Western
Kshatrapa (Shaka) ruler
Rudrasimha 1.
® lIssued silver coins
(Rupyaka).
@ Titles: Vikramaditya,
\_ Simhavikrama, Parama Bhagavata.
\\ ® Marital alliances: Naga (Kuberanaga),
' Vakataka (daughter Prabhavatigupta
married Rudrasena I1).
ra; Ujjayini the second capital.

\

@ Capital: Pataliput

@ Navaratnas at court (tradition): Kalidasa,
Amarasimha, Varahamihira, Dhanvantari,
Vetalabhatta, Kshapanaka, Shanku,
Ghatakarpara, Vararuchi.

@ Fa-Hien’s visit; Udayagiri cave inscription;
Mehrauli Iron Pillar.

Mehrauli Iron Pillar

Later RIers & Administration

Kumaragupta |

(c. 415-455 CE)

% ® Title: Mahendraditya.

) ® Founded Nalanda
University
(Mahavihara).

® Issued Ashvamedha |8

)\ and Peacock-type coins. |\

Ashvamedha-type coin Peacock-type coin

- o :
Skandagupta

(c. 455-467 CE)

A
. ]

@ Title: Vikramaditya/
Kramaditya.

@ Repelled the Huna
invasion (Bhitari
pillar inscription).

a/%\ ® Repaired the Sudarshana

lake (by Parnadatta and
his son Chakrapalita).

Silver coin Udayagiri caves iversi
(Rupyaka) (Vidisha, M.P.) (Delhi) . Nalanda University \ i‘
b S \ e
Later Rulers t Hun Rulers 2 ' g Important Rulers at a Glance __
o E Titl Key achi nt
@ Purugupta. @® Toramana, Mihirakula. s P ei =3 Gue‘:::r:‘lgme* B
@ Narasimhagupta Baladitya: defeated Hun @ Yashodharman (Aulikara) Craniguptall| Mehariachiraia [0 S
Mihirakula; built a vihara at Nalanda. also defeated Mihirakula —t— T 1
Kaviraja, Conquests;
@ Kumaragupta Ill. (c. 528 CE). Samudraguptagl Parakramanka | Prayaga Prashasti |
@® Vishnugupta (last ruler). Ny L 5 . : ; | Defeat of Shakas;
L . ’%\ iJ 87, N \ Chandragupta II! Vikramaditya . slver cons
‘5 o 2 2N  Kumaragupta| | Mahendraditya | Founded Nalanda |
Administration PRE 'LSkandagupta | Kramaditya | Resisted the Hunas
Na

King

r"b =

@ Mahabaladhikrita
@ Bhandagaradhikrita (treasury)

5

Administrative divisions

@@P) e Titles: Maharajadhiraja, : Uparika ® Early mention of
St Parama Bhattaraka. (,,E",',‘,'i',‘,to'e) (go?/:rr'nor) Kayasthas (scribes). o
@ Prathama-kulika
Important officers Vishaya  _, yishayapati (guild head). e
\\ﬁ o Sandhivigrahika (foregnaffarsvar)  (GIStrict) Land grants ©
M. ® Kumaramatya Grama ® Agrah
"y grahara, Brahmadeya,
P ® Mahadandanayaka (village) Devagraha.

@ Nividharma grants.
@ This led to the beginning

of a feudal trend. Gold Dinara

€ Bihar Specific

\ Nalanda

—=

Sultanganj Buddha Image

=2
<
Bhaga, Bhoga, Kara,
Udranga, Uparikara,

Vishti (forced labour).

Gold Dinara
(largest number of gold coins).

Silver (Rupyaka).

Mahabodhi Temple

@ Founded by Kumaragupta I.

2 ® Narasimhagupta Baladitya
later built a vihara.

@ Large Gupta-period
copper statue.

@ Found at Sultanganj
(Bhagalpur).

@ Now in the Birmingham
Museum, England.

. ® The present brick

structure is generally
dated mainly to the
Gupta period
(5th-6th century).

4




Parashara.

Major works .
Kalidasa \ Abhijnanashakuntalam, Meghadutam, Pataliputra): :
' Raghuvamsha, Kumarasambhava, ® Work: Aryabhatiya.
Ritusamhara, Malavikagnimitram, ® Proposed that the earth rotates on its axis.
. Vikramorvashiyam e Scientific explanation of eclipses.
Vishakhadatta = Mudrarakshasa, Devichandraguptam ; Xlalue of l“ as 3-:416-
® C
Shudraka Mriclchhakatika B
 Vishnu Sharma | Panchatantra | ® Varahamihira: Panchasiddhantika,
Vatsyayana Kamasutra Brihat Samhita, Brihat Jataka.
_Amarasimha | Amarakosha e Vagbhata: Ashtanga Sangraha (medicine).
® Important Smritis: Narada, Brihaspati, Katyayana, e Palakapya: Hastyayurveda (veterinary science).

e Aryabhata (born 476 CE, Kusumapura/ 3% |

e Mehrauli Iron Pillar (Delhi): metallurgical
excellence; rust-resistant.

(Caves 16,17 etc.)  Sarnath Buddha image  of sculpture

®
Dashavatara Temple Bhitargéon Nachn-Kuthara » Uayagivs i Fa-Hje_n: Ch.andalas Ii\{ed apart; 83 Y |
(Deogarh, Jhansi) brick temple (Parvati temple) (Vidisha, M.P.) administration was mild and p < 3%
(Kanpur) (Varaha avatar) taxes were light.

e Beginning of
temple building

(Nagargstye). e The Gupta age is traditionally >
e Excellent called the “Golden Age” of Ind|a SO
O ! ; scglp}ure anc.i'
Ajanta pamtmgs MRS, \1211r2 s chool painting traditions.

® Rise of Vaishnavism; rulers
called Parama Bhagavata.

Shaiva and Shakta traditions
also flourished.

Gradual decline of Buddhism. ¢ &

@ CEarliest epigraphic evidence of satl
Eran (510 CE).

Huna invasions.
Rise of feudatories.

Weakening of the central authonty ‘ «'
due to land grants. P

Weak successors.

\_ —
€ CAUSES OF DECLINE

~ BIHAR SPECIFIC |

Aryabhata and Taregna Fa-Hien’s Visit

e Founded by Kumaragupta l.

@ Later developed by
Narasimhagupta Baladitya.

@ A major centre of study
for Chinese travellers.

® Aryabhata was associated
with Kusumapura (Pataliputra).

@ Tradition of astronomical
observation at Taregna
(Masaurhi, Patna).

@ Visited Pataliputra,
Vaishali, Rajagriha
and Bodh Gaya.

& -/ |

The Gupta Empire made remarkable contributions to literature, science, art, religion and administration,

Ke.y Takeaway which earned it the title of the “Golden Age” in Indian history.




