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Y Mahajanapadas Magadha Buddhlsm and Jamlsm

?‘0 Perlod - Slxteen Mahajanapadas emerged in the later Vedic period.
Jain texts also mention them, but with some differences in names.
e Economic base : Use of iron, development of agriculture,
urbanisation, and trade (Vanga and Malaya were rich in forest and minerals).
e Administration : Most were monarchies. Some were republics —
Vajji and Malla (confederacies).
o Most powerful four : Magadha, Kosala, Vatsa and Avanti.

e Ashmaka (Assaka) : The only Mahajanapada in the southern region
% (Godavari valley).

List of Sixteen Mahajanapadas 2

Mahajanapada |
Anga Champa Bhagalpur—Munger (Bihar); Champa was a trade centre
Wﬁgadﬁa Rajagriha (Girivraja), later Pataliputra | Patna-Gaya (Bihar)
Kashi Varanasi Kosal region (now in Uttar Pradesh)
Kosala Shravasti (North), Saket/Ayodhya (South) | Ruling family: Prasenajit
Rvajj:i (Vrijji) | Vaishali North Bihar; a confederacy of 8 clans
Malla _, Kushinara, Pava Confederacy (Deoria—Gorakhpur region, U.P.)
| Chedi Shuktimati Bundelkhand
Vatsa Kaushambi Ruler: Udayana
Kuru Indraprastha Delhi—Meerut region
Panchala Ahichchhatra (North), Kampilya (South) | Rohilkhand
Matsya Viratnagar Jaipur—Alwar region
Shurasena Mathura Yamuna region
Ashmaka Potana / Podana Godavari valley (only southern Mahajanapada)
Avanti Ujjayini (North), Mahishmati (South) Ruler: Pradyota; known for copper mines
Gandhara Takshashila Peshawar—Rawalpindi region
. Kamboja Rajapura (Hatak) North—Western region

?‘ Focus on Buhar

Mahajanapadas in Bihar : Anga, Magadha and Vajji. Videha (Mithila) was also S
| a part of the Vajji confederacy. “

e Rulers : Licchavis (Vaishali) and Videhas were prominent.

e Vaishali was an early republic and is considered the fiirst republican polity
| in India. Ambapali, a famous courtesan, became a follower of Buddha later.

e Bimbisara conquered Anga from its ruler Brahmadatta and merged it with Magadha.




| fo Rlvers Ganga, Son and Gandak (irrigation and transport)
e Iron mines in the Rajagriha region

e Fertile land and dense forests (elephants)
e Strategic location of Pataliputra
° Capable rulers

Key Facts
Haryanka Bimbisara, Ajatashatru, Udayin Foundation of the Magadhan empire
Shishunaga | Shishunaga, Kalashoka Annexation of Avanti; Second Buddhist Council
L Nanda Mahapadma Nanda, Dhana Nanda | Traditionally the first non-Kshatriya dynasty )
£ Bimbisara (c. 544-492 BCE) Q]{ f Ajatashatru (c. 492-460 BCE)
| e Real founder of the Magadhan empire. e Defeated Kosala (Prasenajlt) and
e Contemporary of Buddha and Mahavira. the Vaijji confederacy.
e Capital: Rajagriha (Girivraja). e Used Mahashilakantaka (stone-hurling
e Matrimonial alliances: Kosala Devi engine) and Rathamusala in the Vajji war.
(sister of Prasenajit; Kashi as dowry), o Minister: Vassakara:-
Chellana (Lichchhavi princess), Fortifled Patallgrama

Khema (princess of Madra)

e Imprisoned by Ajatashatru
o (tradition says he was killed). =

Shlshunaga Dynasty

e Shishunaga defeated the Pradyota

dynasty of Avanti and merged Avanti
into Magadha.

e Under Kalashoka (Kakavarna), the

22 Second Buddhist Council was held
\ at Vaishali.

Nanda Dynasty E Bihar Focus X

e Mahapadma Nanda: called Ekarat and e Both capitals of Magadha,
Sarva-kshatrantaka (destroyer of all Kshatriyas) Rajagriha (Rajgir, Nalanda) and
| inthe Puranas. The Hathigumpha inscription Pataliputra (Patna), are in Bihar.
~hints at a Nanda conquest of Kalinga. ) o Bataliputrawas alsolknown by
e Dhana Nanda: last Nanda ruler, ruling at the ;
time of Alexander (326 BCE). Greek writers call sz 2 th% e;rly names Pataligrama
him Agrammes/Xandrames. ’ il usumapuia. PO

e Chandragupta Maurya, aided by Chanakya

&(Kautllya) ended the Nanda dynasty.

e Founded Patalipura and shifted
the capital there (confluence of the
Ganga and Son). g
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at the age of 29.

Uddaka Ramaputta.

(aged 80 years).

Born : c. 563 BCE, at Lumblm (Nepal).
e Clan : Shakya, capital Kapilavastu. X
e Father : Suddhodana, Mother : Mayadevi.
Raised by Mahaprajapati Gautami. :
e Wife : Yashodhara, Son : Rahula. 2.
e Horse : Kanthaka, Charioteer : Channa.
e Renunciation (Mahabhlmshkramana)

e Teachers : Alara Kalama and

&

e Enlightenment : at the age of 35 at
Bodh Gaya (Uruvela) on the banks of
the Niranjana (Falgu) river, under the e
Peepal (Bodhi) tree.
e First Sermon : at Sarnath (Rishipatana)
to five disciples, Dharmachakra Pravartana.

e Mahaparinirvana : c. 483 BCE, at Kushmagar ‘ £

Council

Four Noble Truths : Suffenng (dukkha)
its cause, its cessation and the path to cessation.
e Eightfold Path : Right view, right resolve, right speech,
right action, right livelihood, right effort, right
mindfulness, right concentration.
e Middle Way : Avoidance of extreme indulgence //
and extreme asceticism. ,
Pratityasamutpada : Dependent origination .-
(conditional causation).
Anatman : No permanent self.
Kshanikavada : Impermanence of all things.
Nirvana : Liberation from the cycle of birth and death.
Three Jewels : Buddha, Dhamma, Sangha.
Panchsheel : Five moral precepts (ethical conduct).
Language : Pali.
Tripitaka : Vinaya Pitaka, Sutta Pitaka, Abhidhamma Pitaka.
Jataka tales : Stories of Buddha’s previous births.
Chief disciples : Ananda, Sariputta, gv— 5" 72
Mahakassapa, Upali.

Bresident

First Rajagriha (Saptaparni Cave) | 483 BCE Ajatashatru Mahakassapa
Second Vaishali 383 BCE Kalashoka Sabakami
Third Pataliputra 250 BCE Ashoka Moggaliputta Tissa
Fourth Kundalvana (Kashmir) ¢. 1st-2nd century CE | Kanishka Vasumitra
| (vice-president: Ashvaghosha)

The Second Council led to a split into Sthaviravada and Mahasanghika.

The Third Council is associated with the compilation of Abhidhamma Pitaka and Kathavatthu.
After the Fourth Council, the distinction between Hinayana and Mahayana became clear; Sanskrit was used.
Major schools : Theravada, Mahayana and Vajrayana (prominent in Bihar during the Pala period). *

! Four important pilgrimage sites : Lumbini (birth), Bodh Gaya (enlightenment), Sarnath (first sermon), Kushinagar nlrvana). Jr T

Blhar Focus

" Bodh Gaya

e Mahabodhi Temple
(UNESCO World
Heritage Site, 2002)

e \.

( Rajgir
e Venuvana (Bamboo Grove)
e Gridhrakuta Hill

(Vulture's Peak) 2
® Saptaparni Cave.

(| Vaishali

e Buddha’s last sermon.
e Second Buddhist _..

Council. 2
® Ashokan lion pillar. Y, 5.5

(i

Kesariya

(East Champaran)
e Huge Buddhist stupa.

Nalanda Mahavihara
UNESCO World Heritage |

Site (2016).
Founded by

Kumaragupta :

(" Vikramshila Odantapuri
(Bhagalpur) e Founded by s,
® Founded by

Gopala

Dharmapalla. 4




24 TIRTHANKARAS JRUE MAHAVIRA (24" TIRTHANKARA)

e Total 24 Tirthankaras. @ g{)rn: j: 5t4?( BCE at Kundagrama (Vaishali).
: _Ri e Clan: Jnatrika.
& 2;;{,:2:;‘3;;!(??“bo':'fgztﬁhadeva e Father: Siddhartha. Mother: Trishala
A y '. p— (sister of Lichchhavi chief Chetaka).

® 22nd Tirthankara - Neminatha: & e Wife: Yashoda. Daughter: Priyadarshana.
symbol — Conch. Traditionally j Son-in-law: Jamali.
associated as Krishna’s cousin. @ Renounced at the age of 30; 12 years of penance.

e 23rd Tirthankara - Parshvanatha: Zi&h || © f‘?"%‘h"’.;"a"a: atbth? dagehof;-_z at lika RS
born at Kashi, symbol - Serpent. | ul;:cri':era: Szglr:rT: zoeside the. Kgupatixa Kiver,
Taught Chaturyama - Ahimsa, Satya, " || @ Titles: Jina, Nirgrantha, Kevalin, Arihant,
Asteya, Aparigraha. Clothing permitted. = Mahavira.

@ 24th Tirthankara - Mahavira 5 ® Nif‘éa;igi c. 468 BCE at Pavapuri (Bihar),

age

25 (Vardhamana): symbol - Lion. : ‘ﬂ @ First Ganadhara: Indrabhuti Gautama. é

JAIN DOCTRINES JAIN COUNCILS AND SECTS
e Five Mahavratas: Ahimsa, Satya e First Council: Pataliputra, c. 300 BCE;
Asteya, Aparigraha Brahn’lachan;a Sthulabhadra; compilation of 12 Angas.
(added ’by Mahavira)’ e Second Council: Vallabhi, 512 CE;
< ! Devardhi Kshamashramana; final compilation
e Triratna: Samyak Darshan, of Agamas.
Samyak Jnana, Samyak Charitra. e Digambara sect: traditionally associated
e Anekantavada and Syadvada with Bhadrabahu (sky-clad).
(Saptabhangi). o Shvetambara sect: associated with Sthulabhadra
e Karma and rebirth. (white-clad).
e Sallekhana - final spiritual discipline. | ® Kalpasutra: attributed to Bha.drab:h”' !
God. Veills reieciddl e Major patrons: Bimbisara, Ajatashatru,
® No creator God. jecied. Chandragupta Maurya, Kharavela, Gangas, Chandellas.
e Language: Ardhamagadhi (Prakrit). | @ Gommateshvara (Bahubali): Shravanabelagola -
Chamundaraya, 981 CE. J
@ Dilwara temples, Mount Abu: Solanki period.

;‘ bt  BUDDHISM AND JAINISM i1

BASIS BUDDHISM JAINISM

Founder Gautama Buddha Mahavira (24th Tirthankara)
Language Pali Ardhamagadbhi (Prakrit)
Soul Anatmavada (no permanent soul) Jiva exists (eternal soul)
Ahimsa Middle Path Extremely strict (central principle)
. Liberation Nirvana Kaivalya or Moksha 4
BBt BIHAR SPECIAL 175 \.!Q

Kundagrama (Valshall) Rajglr Champapuri (Bhagalpur)
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e Blrthplace of Mahawra

e Jal Mandir. ) \' importantSain sife, 5 pilgrimage centre. )\ 12th Tirthankara Vasupujya.J

° Mahawra s nirvana site. e Major Jain © Assoaed wuth the

% e Moksha site of 20 Tlrthankaras
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Parasnath Hill (Sammed Shikhar, Jharkhand) .\7@
a¥|




