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84 PRE-CONGRESS ERA &
FORMATION OF THE INDIAN

NATIONAL CONGRESS

Orgamsatlon Founder / Place
1828 Brahmo Sabha (later Brahmo Samaj) Raja Rammohan Roy
. . Dwarkanath Tagore, Calcutta;
1837 Landholders’ Society first political association in organised form
1843 | Bengal British India Society George Thompson, Calcutta
1851 | British Indian Association Debendranath Tagore (president),

Radhakanta Deb; merger of two societies

1852 Madras Native Association;

' Bombay Association Madras; Bombay

1866 East India Association Dadabhai Naoroji, London
1867 National Indian Association Mary Carpenter, London
11870 Poona Sarvajanik Sabha Mahadev Govind Ranade, G. V. Joshi; Poona
1875 Indian League Sisir Kumar Ghosh
: o Surendranath Banerjee, Anandamohan Bose;
1876 Indian Association (Calcutta) first political body of all-India character
. . By Indian Association, Calcutta (28-30 December)
1883 Indian National Conference irae into Conghess in 1585
1884 Madras Mahajana Sabha M. Viraraghavachari, G. Subramania Iyer,

P. Anandacharlu
. 1885 Bombay Presidency Association Pherozeshah Mehta, K. T. Telang, Badruddin Tyabji )

@ The Indian Association campaigned against lowering the Civil Service ﬁg
age limit from 21 to 19 in 1876.

® The early associations were middle-class and English-educated,
demandmg admlmstratnve reform and Indianisation of services.

I Ne\ 1
Economlc Causes , Repressive Policies s
® g;?iia%}?;ivrgiﬁ%;itheory: \/Z e Vernacular Press Act (1878) - T:ex‘mmmn\/
, : lom I
Poverty and Un-British — = AN Lord Lytton. “,ﬁj—,:_—/’j’f;{_
Rule in India. . ? W\ ¢ || ® Arms Act (1878).
° ﬁ‘iﬁ;,?y“f,}’lﬁﬁ??m'c = = /| @ Delhi Durbar (1877) during
| ® Neglect of Indian industrles,“ N — Y famine. === /
"& Famines. T i 4 S

Ilbert Bill Controversy (1883)

e Lord Ripon.

@ Right of Indian judges to
try Europeans.

e Bill withdrawn/modified

\ after European opposition.

(" Surendranath Banerjee’s Arrest

® Jailed for contempt of court
(1883).

® This strengthened national
consciousness.

\ —
Lord Ripon

@ Local Self-Government
Resolution (1882).

e Hunter Commission
(1882, education).

Spread of Education, Commumcatlon & Press
e Western education.
e Railways, telegraph, press. =3

5 Growth of political awakening. = V'—,-_,t_
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'FOUNDING OF THE

DIAN NATIONAL CONGRES

-0 4

- FOUNDER _
e A. 0. Hume (Allan Octavian Hume)
e Retired ICS officer.

e Known as the
“Father of the Congress.”

e 1883 : Open letter to graduates of
Calcutta University.

e 1884 : Formation of the Indian
National Union.

e Viceroy Dufferin’s consent

__ (according to tradition).

28 - 31 December 1885

Gokuldas Tejpal Sanskrit College, RSYRIP * gk
Bombay.

(Originally planned at Poona;
shifted to Bombay due to cholera.)

= 3
| e President: %Q
1|  Womesh Chunder

3 Bonnerjee (W. C. Bonnerjee).

M| o 72 (73) delegates.
§| ® General Secretary :

L NAMING _

on Dadabhai Naoroji’s suggestion.

e “Indian National Union” became “Indian National Congress”

@A A 0. Hume.
A N
v =

e Congress was seen as a safe outlet for discontent
against British rule.

e Associated with Lala Lajpat Rai’s Young India.

supporting facts.
L ® Leaders such as Gopal Krishna Gokhale rejected it.

e William Wedderburn’s biography of Hume supplied

" The safety-valve theory
is a historical interpretation,
not an undisputed fact. It
suggests that the British
encouraged the Congress to
channel growing Indian
discontent into peaceful

discussions.

7

e Expansion of legislative councils.

e Indian recruitment in services and holding @
\k the ICS examination in India. B

S\{ -
i P oy
— .
AU EARLY LEADERSHIP METHODS )

e Prayers, Petitions and Protests

[ (3Ps).

i (E BRITISH SUPPORTERS J 4

e William Wedderburn, Henry Cotton. €

& BIHAR FOCUS

" Bihar Times (1894)

e Founded by Mahesh
Narayan and
Sachcidananda Sinha.

® Anearly platform __
for the demand 4.

(1908, Patna)

@ President : Ali Imam.
e Supported the
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([ Bihar Provincial Conference

( Congress Sessions in Bihar

e 1912 : Bankipore (Patna)
President : R. N. Mudholkar.

e 1922 :Gaya
President : C. R. Das. .£° :

e 1940 : Ramgarh =
(then Bihar, now Jharkhand) G

‘. President : Abul Kalam Azad.




1885 | Bombay W. C. Bonnerjee First

1886 | Calcutta Dadabhai Naoroji First Parsi president (also 1893, 1906)

1887 | Madras Badruddin Tyabji First Muslim president

1888 | Allahabad | George Yule First English president

1889 | Bombay William Wedderburn | Speech by Kadambini Ganguly

(first woman graduate)

1890 | Calcutta Pherozeshah Mehta | —

1891 7Nagpuir P. Ananda Charlu N R

1892 | Allahabad | W. C. Bonnerjee Indian Councils Act 1892

1893 | Lahore Dadabhai Naoroji —

1895 | Poona Surendranath Banerjee | —

1896 | Calcutta Rahimtulla Sayani “Vande Mataram” sung for the first time

1897 | Amravati C. Sankaran Nair —

1899 | Lucknow R. C. Dutt —

1905 | Benares Gopal Krishna Gokhale | Supported Swadeshi

1906 | Calcutta Dadabhai Naoroji “Swaraj” first used as a goal
L 1907 | Surat Rash Behari Ghosh Congress split (Moderates and Extremists) )
0 IE FIRST NDIAN WoMAN PRESIDENT 3

g » : Annie Besant ) Sarojini Naidﬁ
)/ (1917, Calcutta) (1925, Kanpur)

CONGRESS PRESIDENT
(BIHAR CONNECTION)

Dr. Rajendra Prasad
e 1934, Bombay. panl
e Againin 1939 -

after Tripuri. 3

BIHAR-LINKED LEADERS

® Mazharul Haque
® Sachchidananda Sinha /.
e Ali Imam o o
®

Hasan Imam ¢ A




