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“Science S FullName : Auguste Comte
is the only Born : 19 January 1798
true 9uide (Montpellier, France)
for human P o s ' T I v | S M 1' Died : 5 September 1857

(Paris, France)

life.”

illiCointe Father Of Sociology W Knownas : Father of Sociology
3 = Al Major work : Positivism (1830-1842)
@ Approach : Scientific, empirical,
OBSERVE « ANALYSE « FIND LAWS « BUILD A BETTER SOCIETY rational
\ >
€@ rosimivism - THE CORE IDEA @ Law OF THREE STAGES
Human thought and social development progress
¢ Only scientific method can give true knowledge. through three stages:
* Rejects metaphysics, theology and speculation. e a 3 = =
] 4 i r Theological . Metaphysical Positive
. Bas:ed on obse.rvatlon, experimentation, and Stage ‘ Stage Stage
logical reasoning. 1 ~
(Supernatural (Abstract (Scientific
e Applies the scientific method to the study of explanations) explanations) explanations)
society (Social Physics).
Gods and spirits Philosophy and Observation,

reason and science
explain the world.

abstract ideas
explain the world.

Progress from Uncertainty — to Certainty

o SOCIAL STATICS & SOCIAL DYNAMICS

Social Statics
(Structure of Society)

“Saciology is the science of society, explain the world.

Jjust as physics is the science of the physical world.”
- Auguste Comte

J

9 HIERARCHY OF SCIENCES

Comte arranged the sciences from simple to complex,
from general to specific.

9 THE THEORY OF PROGRESS

* Society evolves towards greater
complexity, order and rationality.

Social Dynamics
(Change in Society)

— Abstract e Study of social order, » Study of social progress » Progress is possible through
/ Mathematics', & Geniral cohesion and harmony. and evolution. science, education and moral
/ A « Examines institutions e Focus on factors that reform.
Astronomy (e.g., family, religion, drive change. o Believed in a final goal - the
Physics state ppoparty). * Includes conflict, ‘Great Being' (a unified human
Yy B _Ensurgs stability innovation, and adaptation. society based on reason and
Chemistry MUSOCREY. altruism).
Biology \ ¥ e®e O ’ e From
‘ ~ \ Concrete '.‘ Individualism
/ Sociology & Particular A
(most complex ; -
plex) Order - Stability Chilige’ 1 Fioigiis Altruism
@ revuicion oF HumaNiTY @ socioLocy - sociAL PHysics
e Proposed a new religion based on Humanism, \" ‘y || Coined the term ‘Sociology’ (1838).

which would replace traditional religions.

Focused on the worship of Great Being (the

e [tis the study of the laws of social
phenomena.

k f - ¢ Like natural sciences, it should be
ideal of humanity). based on observation, comparison |
« Emphasised moral values, social unity and and experimentation.
service to society. . — ¢ Aim - to bring about social order 2
Humanity and progress.
The religion of hun.ta'mt]‘/' is the only asfthe obg;ect SSociology ls-to/sockl phenomena
true religion. oF worship 4 : - 3.
what astronomy is to celestial phenomena. \
= Auguste Conite - Auguste Comte ‘
= 4.
5.
Observation Law of Three Social Statics Progress :
& Science Stages =5 & Dynamics & Humanity => [iEntencociety

AUGUSTE COMTE

Science + Reason + Moral Reform = Social Progress

| POSITIVISM | SOCIOLOGY | BPSC TRE 4.0

Cours de philosophie positive
(1830-1842) - 6 Volumes
(Main work)

Systéme de politique positive
(1851-1854)

Catéchisme positiviste
(1852)

Positivism (English version)

The Great Being (posthumous)

Study Smart + Score High




@ KEY FACTS

m—
Herbert Spencer  Lewis Henry Morgan
& Born 1820 (England) | 1818 (USA)
HERBERT SPENCER Died 1903 (England) | 1881 (USA)
AND 1. Known "Fat.her gf “Father of .
LEWIS HENRY MORGAN | ' »  Eii, | cowiimeer
\ Major  Social Statics Ancient Society
Herbert Spencer Lewis Henry Morgan work  (1851) (1877)

Progression + Adaptation + Social Evolution

(1820-1903) (1818-1881)

IMPORTANT THEORIES AND CONCEPTS

Social Evolution is a Natural and Inevitable Process Cultural Evolution Follows a Universal Sequence

@Approach Biological analogy, | Historical-comparative,
functionalist anthropological

- J

——

O EVOLUTIONARY THEORY STAGES OF CULTURAL EVOLUTION

Differentiation — increase in complexity.
Integration — interdependence of parts.

o

anthropology.

* Explained the evolution of kinship systems

“The survival
* Society evolves from simple to complex, of the fittest Morgan proposed a 3-fold scheme (Later expanded to 4 stages)
from homogeneous to heterogeneuvus. b low of = — : '
» Progress is gradual, continuous and human progress.” Savagery Barbarism Civilization
unilinear (one direction). (1st stage) (2nd stage) (3rd stage) | |
. N P ' - Herbert Spencer
B Dnvep by the p.rmuple of 'survival of the fittest P Food gathering, Iventoncr Writing, state, ] ’
(applied to society). use of fire, pottery, agriculture, law, advanced
| no family, no property metals, animal institutions
@ SOCIAL ORGANISM 09, | @& )\ husbandry u
« Society is like a living organism. ..‘ . (Later addition) —— g
« Parts (institutions) work together for stability Society —— — = =
and survival. = Organism 4. Post-Civilization (optional) |
» Like biological organisms, societies also Futuristic stage ~ based on advanced technology and industrial development.
undergo growth, differentiation and integration. | Structure —» Function T a—— __
=> Evolution
@ BASIS OF EVOLUTION
@ STAGES OF EVOLUTION (SOCIETY) + Technological progress (tools, fire, agriculture, metallurgy). a
— ( ) + Changes in family and kinship (from matrilineal to }
il Future; "
atrilineal).
Militant = Industrial | _ Pécfocted patrilineal) Iﬂ
(Force) (Contract) (Voluntary) » Development of property, state and law. RS
» Cultural diffusion and invention. i
Coercion and W and Cooperation 100V and. ffiyention Simple tools —> Advanced culture
war industry and freedom
SIGNIFICANCE
KEY CONCEPTS * Introduced the method of comparative

“The development
of human society

(e.g., matrilineal to patrilineal).

is the development

* Progress — from military to industrial to voluntary. Simple . of the family.”
« Social statics - study of stability. = Complax * Showed the role of technology in cultural change. =1L, M thorgan
« Social dynamics - study of change (evolution). * Laid foundation for the study of primitive societies.
\ YR J
513 ) COMPARISON AT A GLANCE QUALCAALCLE =2 ) |MPORTANT BOOKS
= (Combined View) =
Aspect Herbert Spencer Lewis Henry Morgan | Civilization | Herbert Spencer
i . i ics (1851
Focus General theory of social evolution = Cultural and kinship evolution (& i) J L S

Driving force
Stages
Analogy

Nature

Main contribution

Survival of the fittest

Militant = Industrial - Perfected

Biological organism
Unilinear (single path)

Social organism, functionalism,
“survival of the fittest”

Technological progress & invention

Savagery —» Barbarism - Civilization
(+ Post-civilization)

Cultural/technological development
Sequential (3/4 stages)

Kinship systems, cultural evolution,
anthropology method

—

Barbarism
(agriculture, metals)

Savagery )
(food gathering) %

Primitive
(simple life)

{

From biologically simple
to culturally complex

2. Principles of Sociology (1876~1896)
3. The Evolution of Society (1896)

Lewis Henry Morgan
1. Ancient Society (1877)
2. League of the Iroquois (1861)
3. Systems of Consanguinity
and Affinity (1871) 4
\
study E“ﬁa
nders \
Soc.\et“ g
/




“Philosophers
have only

. interpreted
L the world,
in various ways;
the point is

to change it."

- Karl Marx

HISTORICAL SOCIOLOGY

KARL MARX

Class, Conflict and Social Change

g—

HISTORY « MATERIALISM + CLASS STRUGGLE « SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION

‘ IMPORTANT THEORIES AND CONCEPTS
[ LHISTORICAL MATERIAISH I 2 L MODE OF PRODUCTION

| Society develops through the material conditions A specific way in which a society produces

V!

i@ KEY FACTS IR

2 FullName : Karl Heinrich Marx

=5 B . 5 May 1818

e (Trier, Germany)

1. Died - 14 March 1883
(London, UK)

s Knownas : Father of Historical

Materialism
AR Major work : Das Kapital (1867)

@ Approach : Dialectical & Historical
Materialism
| &

9 CLASS STRUGGLE

The history of all hitherto existing societies

o I, fiok ideas. its material life. is the history of class struggles.
: Bourgeoise :
Forces of Relations Social Forces of Relationsof | | g &——> Proletariat
Production of Production Formation Production Production . _Mode of O lig | Cass (sell their labour power)
; = (Mode of production, (technology + T Production of production Conflict = - working class)
(technology, (class relations, class structure, " (class relations) | - capitalists) | g
labour, tools) property relations) superstructure) + labour) ,
Leads to Social Change
Main modes: ‘
The economic base determines the social, political, « Primitive » Slave * Feudal * Capitalist » Socialist 5 v 2 =
legal and ideological superstructure i Ervoe Fewiafior 3 Copitatsan>: Soc fan
ega g p . (communist - future) (Communism)

9 ALIENATION

Under capitalism, the worker becomes alienated

0 SURPLUS VALUE

Capitalists exploit labour by paying less than

(6 Loowsr

Ideas, values and beliefs are shaped by

the value created by workers. from: the material conditions of society.

1", The product of labour - T
Creates Surokes Value 1-/ (does not own what he creates) Rullng Class | “Religion is the
Labour Power Lo dh ¢ Controls . 'opium of the

() =» More Value =¥ (appropiated e The process of labour , people’ -

(than its cost) by capitalist) (labour becomes a compulsion) O Ideology ideology that

Naboe (through media, education, | | soothes the

masses.

(separation from natural self)
Source of profit, capital accumulation
and exploitation.

0 STATE AND POWER

The state is an instrument of class rule.

Humanity is
reduced to
a commodity.

6 DYNAMICS OF SOCIAL CHANGE

Change comes through contradiction and conflict.

Other human beings
(isolation, loss of community)

‘ * In feudalism - serves the feudal lords. Tension Conflict N Revolution | New Order
S« In capitalism - serves the bourgeoise (contradiction) (class struggle) ~ (transition) | (higher stage)
I (ruling class).
« In socialism - becomes a tool for the Dialectical process:

Every stage contains its opposite — leads to transformation.

From Quantity to Quality

Gradual changes (quantity) — Revolutionary change (quality)

working class (eventually withering away).

“The state is not a neutral body,
but a class instrument.” - Karl Marx

KEY TAKEAWAYS FOR BPSC TRE 4.0

« Marx's historical sociology explains social change through material conditions
and class conflict.

His concepts of historical materialism, mode of production, surplus value, alienation
and ideology are crucial for understanding class structure and transformation.

It provides a critical lens to analyse capitalism, state, religion and social institutions.
Very important for questions on industrial society, class, inequality and social change
in BPSC TRE.

)

v
¢
v

religion, culture)
i Maintains

Class Domination

@

Das Kapital (1867) - Volume |
(Political Economy)

The Communist Manifesto (1848)
(with Engels)

The German Ideology (1845-46)
(with Engels)

Grundrisse (1857-58)
(Economic Manuscripts)

A Contribution to the Critique of
Political Economy (1859)
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“Sociology ® Full Name : \h’/lvaatt)imilian Karl Emil
eber

is a science Born : 21 April 1864

hich seek rman
wwdesrd ~ HISTORICAL SOCIOLOGY | 4 o - Yiimrsno

N
-
'.
L)

social action - - (Munich, Germany).
by interpreting Interpretive Sociology iy, Kt Ela ot ieprinie

it.” S A 3 " . :
Understanding the Meaning of Social Action @ Major Works: The Protestant Ethic and
- Max Weber the Spirit of Capitalism

INTERPRET o ANALYSE  EXPLAIN o UNDERSTAND  BUILD A MEANINGFUL SOCIETY L@’ Approach : Interpretive, historical,

- i comparative, value-neutral
IMPORTANT THEORIES & CONCEPTS

J

€@ sociaL AcTioN - THE core IDEA €) TYPES OF SOCIAL ACTION
* Sociology should understand (Verstehen) the Weber classified social action into four ideal types:
L t?eh".ld hufnan b Traditional Affective Value-Rational Instrumental
e Social action is action that is meaningful to Action Action s (Rational) Action

the actor and oriented towards others.

* Not just external behaviour, but the subjective 6 ' 0
meaning attached to it. m

* Sociology must interpret social action to Based on Based on Based on belief Based on rational
explain it. habit, custom emotions and in avalue, ethical | calculation of means
and tradition. feelings. or religious ideal. to achieve an end.
“To understand social action means to grasp : : ;
23 : : s e.g., following e.g., anger, e.g., working for e.g., business
the subjective meaning which the actor attaches to it. family customs ~ love, enthusiasm social justice dacisicis
- Max Weber = S :
‘ From Traditional — to Rationality (Modern Society)
€ eaL Types O sureaucracy-wmouaigsamhormy | () AUTHORITY - THREE TYPES
o A methodological tool used to analyse social reality. o Weber saw bqreaycrgcy as the most efficient Weber identified three pure types of legitimate
o Not real individuals, but analytical constructs form of organization in modern society. authority:
(highlight certain characteristics). * Based on rational-legal authority. < x
: . : o Key features: Traditional Authority
® Help in comparison and understanding of complex 2 -
social phenomena. Clearly defined rules and regulations * Based on tradition and custom.
3 y s -+ eg, monarchy, hereditary rule.
— 333 Hierarchy of authority
Ideal Type Keabies o Division of labour Charismatic Authority
(analytical construct) simplify reality, Written records and documentation ‘ . Baslg::_I on extraordinary personal
but do not 7 qualities.
Real World describe it & Impersonality . * e.g, religious leaders, revolutionaries
(multiple realities) completely. R Selection based on technical qualification (like Gandhi).
-
Comparison & Analysis 5[3  Predictabilty and efficiency B Rational-Legal Authority
(understanding reality)
“Bureaucracy is the most rational form of domination.” * Based on rules, laws and formal procedures.
- Max Weber e ¢.g., modern state, bureaucracy.
PROTESTANT ETHIC AND THE SPIRIT OF CAPITALISM | (E) RATIONALIZATION AND MODERNTY | &6
6] e e ~Z{ IMPORTANT BOOKS
o Explained the rise of modern capitalism in the West. o Modem society is characterized by rZ
. Lipked the work ethic of Prqtegtantigrp (especially Calvinism) 'atli°';a:.izati°'; - ;?_Cfeasing use of reason, 1. The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit
wnth.the development of capitalist spirit. R i ; of Capitalism (1905)
* Key ideas: ¢ Leads to the ‘disenchantment of the world 2. Economy and Society (1922)
¢ (loss of magic, religion and traditional values). Mai K
AL Worldly success S Rise of : (Main work)
R | ccon 2 asin of mp| L mbIwoy 1 * Results in greater control, but also T —
in predestination B o frugality and reinvestment capitalism Rienation and ‘iron cage’. . The Sociology of Religion
4. General Economic History
“The Protestant ethic provided the cultural roots for the ® “Rationalization leads to 5. Objectivity in Social Science
spirit of modern capitalism.” : an iron cage.” and Social Policy —
~ Max Weber 1 - Max Weber 6.  The Religion of India ==

' |nterpretat}on_ . Rationalization Explains Social
ot Sacial Acticr 1| Ideal Types —>  Types of Authority —> & Modenity - Chinge

Meaning + Rationality + Organization = Modern Society




PITIRIM A. SOROKIN

“The crisis
of our time
is primarily
a spiritual and
moral crisis.”

— Pitirim A. Sorokin

Nal b s

| o SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DYNAMICS
o Main work: Social and Cultural Dynamics (1937-41).

o Society and culture are in a constant state

of change.

o Change is not linear but cyclical, following
certain patterns.
o Cultures are integrated systems of ideas, values,
norms and institutions.
Society and culture
are dynamic,
not static.

o Historical sociology should study long-term cycles
of social and cultural change.

“Human society is a ceaseless flow, a process, not a thing.”
~ Sorokin

o SOCIAL MOBILITY

¢ One of the earliest and systematic
theorists of social mobility.

Developed a multi-dimensional concept
of mobility (vertical, horizontal, etc.).
Mobility occurs through channels like
army, church, education, family, etc
Open vs. closed societies ~

depends on degree of mobility.

Greater mobility leads to Mobnllty is the
social integration and stability. oxygen of society.

“Society lives and develops through the continuous
movement of people and ideas.” — Sorokin

0 SOCIOLOGICAL METHODS AND APPROACH
e Advocated comparative and historical method.

9 ALTRUISTIC LOVE

» Proposed Altruistic Love as a key force
for social integration and a better society.

o Love is a social and cultural force, not just
a personal emotion.

o Altruistic love promotes cooperation,
solidarity and universal brotherhood.

o It can transform human nature and
reduce conflict.

HISTORICAL SOCIOLOGY

Social and Cultural Change
A Dynamic Vision of Human Society

CULTURE + SOCIAL CHANGE e INTEGRATION e ALTRUISTIC SOCIETY

IMPORTANT THEORIES & CONCEPTS

e TYPES OF CULTURE

Sorokin identified three basic types of culture based
on the dominant reality:

Ideational Idealistic Sensate
Culture Culture Culture

* Reality is « Balance of * Reality is
spiritual/super-  spiritual and material and
sensory. material. sensory.

o Truththrough o Synthesisof e Truth through
faith, religion ideational and science, reason
and absolute sensateelements.  and senses.
values.

» Example: » Example: « Example:
Medieval Europe,  Classical Greece, ~ Modern Westem
Ancient India. Renaissance. society.

Jl

r\,én ) TOWARDS AN INTEGRAL SOCIETY

Envisioned a future integral society based on:

Y ECEEE

2 Full Name : Pitirim Alexandrovich

Sorokin

%) Born : 21 January 1889
(Tur'ya, Russian Empire)

1- Died : 10 February 1968
(Winchester, USA)

% Knownas : Pioneer of Social

and Cultural Dynamics

Social and Cultural
Dynamics (1937-41)

: Historical, comparative,
macro-sociological

AR Major work :

@ Approach

CULTURAL FLUCTUATION
AND CYCLES

o Cultures move in a cyclical pattern,
from one type to another.

¢ No culture is permanent - each
eventually declines.

 Excess of one type leads to reaction
and shift to another type.

o Explains rise and decline of civilizations
through cultural shifts.

Ideational
(spiﬁtual)

Cultural
Cycle

\‘/ Sensate \‘I
\(matenal) /

Idealistic
(balance)

Excess = Decline - Reaction - New Cycle

e SOCIAL AND CULTURAL CRISIS

* Modern society is in a state of moral
and spiritual crisis due to the dominance
of sensate culture.

¢ Overemphasis on materialism leads
to social disintegration, crime, war and

| individualism.

 Solution lies in a cultural regeneration

through a revival of spiritual and moral values

(ideational culture). !y
“Altruistic love is the most =2 =
powerful creative force “The crisis of our time is - ~
in the universe." primarily a spiritual and
~ Sorokin moral crisis.” = Sorokin

1. Social and Cultural Dynamics

o Used interdisciplinary 3ppr°aCh = SOCiOlOgy, oﬂ_ 0 Balarfce' of material and Spifftual Valuesﬂomi (1937-41) - 4 Volumes (Main work)
history, psychology and philosophy. i @ Attr Ve 'f"’e and cooperation 7T\ 2. Contemporary Sociological Theories
o Emphasised the importance of empirical study '—Q @ Social J”?t'ce and m°r‘al order == (1928)
and large-scale comparative analysis. @ Integration of humanity W 3. Social Mobility (1927)
o Believed in value-neutral and scientific sociology. g:: ::’:';;g::: “The future belongs to an integral civilization 4. The American Sex Revolution (1956)
analysis. based on truth, goodness and love." 5.  Power and Morality (1954)
- Sorokin 6. Society, Culture and Personality
(1947) ~
IN A NUTSHELL
Culture is 3 Types Cultural Cycles Social Mobility Altruistic Love .[ Towards an
dynamic >  ofCutue > (Rise&Decline) > and Integration —’L and Moral Renewal > Integral Society

Culture + Mobility + Love + Moral Values = A Better Society




