VEDIC AGE

1500-600 BCE _£%7

1. INTRODUCTION

e Vedic Age: approximately 1500-600 BCE.

e Associated with the development of Vedic literature and
early Indo-Aryan society.

Four Vedas

e Broadly divided into: Veda Main Content Assoclated Priest
e Early Vedic Age / Rig Vedic Period: 1500-1000 BCE :
e Later Vedic Age: 1000-600 BCE _R'w_ﬂnfnf fodac> Hoth :
e Rigveda is the oldest Vedic text and the chief literary Samaveda | Melodies and chants Udgatri ‘
source for the Early Vedic period. Yajurveda Sacrificial formulas Adhvaryu
e Society gradually changed from a pastoral-tribal society b eda Spells, charms, healing aiid Brekaian B
to an agricultural-territorial society. everyday concerns
Major Transition Other Vedic Literature
Pastoral + Tribal Agricultural + Territorial Brahmanas —» Aranyakas —»  Upanishads

” M Explain rituals Deal with ritual and Focus on philosophical
WA N and sacrifices. philosophical ideas. ~ concepts such as

Brahman, Atman,
Karma and Moksha.

' 3. EARLY VEDIC GEOGRAPHY 4. POLITICAL ORGANIZATION

e Early Vedic people were mainly concentrated in
northwestern South Asia.

Important social-political units included:

e The region is commonly associated with Sapta-Sindhu, , . N
meaning the Land of Seven Rivers. Kula = Grama = L, v'f 2 = L Jana
VedicName | Modern Identification = Sapta-Sindhu Family ~ Village/group Clan or Tribe
Sindhu i - /4\/ A of families tribal group
 Vitasta | Jhelum f Vithts A ° .\J/aggpad? cl:ec_a}d"m:ahin?jreaslingly imtpo;ttant'gurinlg l;che bater
T e ' i edic period wi e development of territorial kingdoms.
Asikni - Chenab | 8f Asikni & P P g
Parushni Ravi Parushni Rajan
- Vipash
b - Beas- Shutudri ® The king was called Rajan.
Sh"t“d". Sutlej —— A - _ e In the Early Vedic period, he was mainly a tribal chief.
Sarasvati | Sarasvati/Ghaggar-Hakra region | 4 jsa"as""" e His authority was limited by customs and tribal institutions.
L J

Kingship became more powerful and hereditary during the

e Sarasvati is highly praised in the Rigveda. Later Vedic period.

e Sindhu was another major river of Rigvedic geography.

. 5. POLITICAL ASSEMBLIES | 6. BATTLE OF TEN KINGS — DASARAJNA

Vidatha Sabha Samiti e Described in the Rigveda.
e Fought on the banks of the Parushni River (Ravi).
: e Sudas, king/chief of the Bharata tribe, emerged victorious.
' - Sudas defeated a confederation of tribes.

e One of the oldest e A comparatuvely o A larger trlbal 3 . fl he tribal bolifi : fli ¢ v Vedi :
Vedic assemblies/ smaller assembly. assembly. e |t reflects the tribal political conflicts of the Early Vedic period.
institutions. e Associated with e Associated with wider

® Associated with important socialand ~  participation in
religious, social and political matters. important tribal affairs.

military activities.

Later Vedic Change

Sabha & Samiti Rajan Tribes
Gradual decline » More powerful » Territorial Kingdoms
in importance and hereditary g

g\ FROM RIVERS AND RITUALS TO KINGDOMS AND KNOWLEDGE — THE VEDIC AGE LAID THE FOUNDATIONS. /g
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7. EARLY VEDIC ECONOMY

Pastoral Economy

e Economy was primarily pastoral, although

agriculture was also practiced.

e Cattle were the principal measure of wealth.

e Cattle were important for:

e

e Wealth e Food e Exchange e Social status
Gavisthi Bali
e Literally means “search e A gift or offering made
for cows.” to the Rajan.

e Associated with conflict
or warfare in the Rigvedic
context.

Agriculture
" Term | Meaning |
' Yava [ Barley
Vrihi [ Rice
Godhuma = Wheat

9. SOCIETY
Early Vedic Society

e Mainly tribal and patriarchal.

e Kula (family) was an important
basic social unit.

e Social divisions existed but were
comparatively less rigid.

e |n the Later Vedic period,

it became increasingly
regular and tax-like. ‘

Other Economic Activities

Cattle rearing
Hunting
Carpentry
Pottery
Weaving
Metalworking

Position of Women

e Women generally enjoyed a
relatively better position
in the Early Vedic period.

e They participated in religious

activities.
e Some women are associated

with the composition of Vedic

hymns.

e Their position
became more
restricted during
Vedic period.

11. EARLY VEDIC RELIGION

Vedic religion emphasized nature, sacrifice and hymns.

| Deity Association Rita
Indra War, thunder and rain e Cosmic and moral order.
Agni Fire; intermediary in sacrifices @ Strongly associated
| T . with Varuna.
Varuna Cosmic and moral order
Soma Sacred drink and deity Yajna
Surya Sun e A sacrificial ritual involving
| Ushas Dawn offerings and recitation
. : of hymns.
Vayu Wind
Ashvins | Divine twins/healers Important Facts

e |ndra is the most frequently
mentioned deity in the Rigveda.

e Agni played a central role
in sacrificial rituals.

8. METALS AND TECHNOLOGY

Ayas

e Ayas is a Vedic term associated with metal.

e |ts exact identification varies according to
context and period.

e Later Vedic texts refer to Shyama/Krishna Ayas,
generally identified with iron.

Iron tools

Importance of Iron

Iron technology became increasingly important during the
Later Vedic period and contributed to:

Forest clearance
Agricultural expansion
Production of tools
Production of weapons
Expansion towards the Ganga-Yamuna plains.

10. VARNA SYSTEM

The four-fold varna system became more clearly established
during the Later Vedic period.

i Brahmana priests and scholars
Kshatriya rulers and warriors ‘A
‘ Vaishya producers, farmers and traders
Shudra serving/labouring groups
Purusha Sukta

e Mentions the four varnas.
e Found in the 10th Mandala of the Rigveda.

e The 10th Mandala is generally considered comparatively
later than the earlier portions of the Rigveda.

(12. GAYATRI MANTRA

e Found in the 3rd Mandala of the Rigveda.

e Associated with Sage Vishvamitra. ‘,}‘
e Dediciated to Savitr. R
e Savitr is a solar deity.

MCQ Formula
GayatriMantra = Rigveda = 3rdMandala = Savitr = Vishvamitra

13. LATER VEDIC AGE
Period: 1000-600 BCE Important Kingdoms/
Major Changes Regions

e Expansion towards the Ganga-Yamuna plains. e Kuru

e Agriculture became increasingly important. e Panchala

e |ron technology expanded. e Kosala

e Larger settlements developed. e Videha

e Territorial kingdoms emerged.

e Kingship became more powerful and hereditary.

e Varna distinctions became more rigid.

e Rituals became more elaborate.

e Influence of priests increased.
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14. LATER VEDIC POLITICAL SYSTEM 15. RATNINS

e The Rajan became more powerful. . e Ratnins were important officials or dignitaries
e Kingship increasingly became hereditary. associated with the Later Vedic king.

e Territorial kingdoms became more important than earlier e They are particularly associated with the Rajasuya ritual.
tribal organization.
e Sabha and Samiti gradually lost their earlier importance. Important Figures
Important Royal Rituals A ‘\

Purohita Priest
Ritual  Purpose/Association | | — ,
Ashvamedha  Royal power and territorial supremacy | ‘ Senani ‘ Military commander
_Rajasuya  Royal consecration Gramani  Village/settlement head ‘
L Vai;peya Royal prestige and status L R

16. LATER VEDIC ECONOMY

17. LATER VEDIC RELIGION

* Agriculture became the dominant economic activity. e Sacrificial rituals became more elaborate and expensive.
e Forest clearance expanded cultivation. he inf f Brah ' 1 p
e Iron tools contributed to agricultural expansion. * Thein lue?ce of Bra man‘afs/ ;_mests nepeased.
e Rice (Vrihi) became increasingly important in eastern e Royal sacrifices helped legitimize royal authority.
regions. ' _ e Prajapati gained importance.
® ga;ltfy and vyhe:t C°"t'm_'9dut° be C_‘f{lt'VattEd- e Vishnu and Rudra became increasingly prominent.
e Cattle remained economically significant. - . i A B
S (oot and baneexpandet e Philosophical questioning developed alongside ritualism.
Important Terms
Nishka Satamana Bali
A valuable gold A unit of weight/ Became increasingly
ornament/unit value associated regular and tax-like
of value. with later Vedic during the Later
@ economic terminology. Vedic period.
18. UPANISHADIC PHILOSOPHY 19. IMPORTANT FOR BPSC '
The Upanishads emphasized: Videha
Brahman Ultimate reality ] e Videha was an important Later Vedic kingdom located
in the region of present-day northern Bihar.
Atman , Self Ed e King Janak_a of Vi.d‘eha is an important figure in the
Karma Consequences of actions Upanishadic tradition.

e His court is associated with philosophical discussions

Moksha . Liberation involving Yajnavalkya and Gargi.

Samsara . Cycle of birth and death Videgha Mathava
e The Shatapatha Brahmana describes the eastward movement
Important Thinkers of Videgha Mathava.
e The account connects this movement with the expansion Q 3
e Yajnavalkya o Gargi e Maitreyi of Vedic culture towards Videha.

(" Sadanira

e The Sadanira River, generally identified with the Gandak, (Gandak)

is mentioned as an important geographical boundary.

20. IMPORTANT VEDIC TERMS — QUICK REVISION

. Tem  Meaning _ Tem | Meaning |
Rajan King/tribal chief Ayas | Metal

: Jana Tribe Shyama/Krishna Ayas ‘ Generally identified with iron
Vis Clan/tribal group Yava Barley

‘ Grama ‘ \ﬁllige/group Vrihi | Rice
Kula ' Family Godhuma | Wheat

~ Sabha Smaller assembly Nishka Valuable ornament/unit of value

~ Samiti | Larger tribal z;sseimbly | Satamana | Unit of weight/value

; Vidatha | Early Vedic assembly/institution ~ Rita | Cosmic/moral order

| Gavisthi | Search for cows; associated with warfare _ Yajna | Sacrificial ritual

| Bali . Gift/tribute to king; became more regular later
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