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JEAN PIAGET’S
COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT STAGES

Piaget proposed that children move through four stages
of cognitive development in a fixed order.
Each stage builds on the previous one.

¥ kR d KEY POINTS L
SENSORIMOTOR ® Learning occurs through senses and physical actions.

STAGE ® Object Permanence develops — understands that
(0-2 years) objects exist even when out of sight.
) e Cause—Effect Relationship — actions lead to results
(e.g., shaking a rattle makes a sound).
=>| @ Trial and Error Learning — repeats actions that bring
pleasure and avoids those that do not.
@ Motor Coordination — gradual control and coordination
of movements.
Deferred Imitation (later in this stage) — can imitate
an action after some time.
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PREOPERATIONAL e Symbolic Function — uses words, images, symbols;
STAGE enjoys pretend play.
(2 e B years) e Egocentrism — cannot see things from others’ perspective.

e Centration — focuses on one aspect of a situation and
—> ignores others (e.g., height of water, not width).

e Lack of Conservation — unable to understand that quantity
remains the same despite changes in appearance.

@ Animism - believes non-living things are alive.

Irreversibility — cannot reverse mental actions. 3

KEY POINTS )

(9 CONCRETE e Logical Thinking — can think logically about concrete
OPERATIONAL objects and real-life situations.

® Conservation Achieved — understands that quantity, mass,
number, volume remain the same.

e C(lassification — can group objects into categories.

® Seriation — can arrange objects in a logical order
(e.g., small to big).

® Reversibility — understands that actions can be reversed.

@ Less Egocentric — begins to understand others’ viewpoints.

A
J\® Solves Problems — can solve problems logically. )
~ ,
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e Abstract Thinking — thinks about abstract ideas and

OPERATIONAL concepts (e.g., justicge, freedom, truth).

STAGE e Hypothetical Reasoning — considers possibilities and

(11 years and above) “what if” situations.
@ Deductive Logic — uses general rules to find specific solutions.
e Scientific Thinking — forms hypotheses, tests them and

draws conclusions.
e Problem-Solving Ability - systematic and planned approach.
)\ e Metacognition — thinking about one’s own thinking; self-reflection. >

ik IMPORTANT NOTE: Development is a continuous process and
\ all children do not progress through the stages at the same rate.
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