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UGC NET New Topic: Cinematography, And All Hollywood Movies, And 

Awards 
 

Introduction to Cinematography 

Cinematography refers to the art and technology of motion-picture photography. It involves 

composition, lighting, camera angles, movement, and visual storytelling. 

 

The 5 Cs of Cinematography 

Coined by Joseph V. Mascelli, the "5 Cs" are the essential visual components of cinematography: 
 

5 Cs Explanation 

Camera Angles 
The positioning of the camera in relation to the subject (e.g., high angle, low 

angle, eye-level). 

Continuity Logical coherence between successive shots to maintain narrative flow. 

Cutting The technique of editing shots together to create a sequence. 

Close-ups Framing that tightly frames a person or object to show detail and emotion. 

Composition 
Arrangement of visual elements within a frame (includes Rule of Thirds, 

symmetry, depth). 

 

Types of Camera Shots 

These are critical for visual narration: 

• Establishing Shot – Sets the scene. 

• Long Shot / Wide Shot (LS/WS) – Shows subject in full. 

• Medium Shot (MS) – From waist up. 

• Close-Up (CU) – Shows details/emotions. 

• Extreme Close-Up (ECU) – Very tight framing (e.g., eye). 

• Over-the-Shoulder Shot (OTS) – Common in dialogues. 

• Point of View (POV) – Through character’s eyes. 

• Tracking Shot / Dolly Shot – Moving with the subject. 

• Crane Shot – Aerial movement. 

• Tilt/Pan Shots – Camera moves up/down or side-to-side. 

 

Camera Angles 

Understanding angle impacts storytelling: 

• High Angle – Subject appears small or weak. 

• Low Angle – Subject appears powerful.  

• Eye-Level – Neutral. 

• Bird’s Eye View – Top-down. 

• Worm’s Eye View – Extreme low, looking up. 
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Lighting Techniques 

Lighting sets the tone and mood of a scene: 

• Three-Point Lighting – Key Light, Fill Light, Back Light. 

• High-Key Lighting – Bright and even (comedies, sitcoms). 

• Low-Key Lighting – High contrast, shadows (noir, horror). 

• Natural Lighting – Sunlight or practical light. 

• Motivated Lighting – Mimics natural light sources in the scene. 

 

Composition & Framing 

• Rule of Thirds 

• Balance and Symmetry 

• Depth of Field (DOF) – Distance between nearest and farthest in focus. 

• Leading Lines 

• Foreground, Middle ground, Background 

• Framing within Frame 

 

Color and Tone in Cinematography 

• Color Temperature – Measured in Kelvin (warm/cool tones). 

• Color Grading – Post-production process to enhance mood. 

• Monochrome / Black & White 

• Symbolic Use of Colors – E.g., red for danger, blue for calm. 

 

Movement and Motion 

Camera movement creates emotion and energy: 

• Zoom – Magnifies without moving camera. 

• Dolly In/Out – Physical movement toward/away. 

• Pan/Tilt 

• Handheld vs. Stabilized 

• Steadicam 

• Whip Pan / Swish Pan 

 

Lenses and Technical Aspects 

• Focal Length (mm) – Wide-angle, Standard, Telephoto. 

• Aperture (f-stop) – Controls light and depth of field. 

• Shutter Speed – Affects motion blur. 

• ISO – Sensitivity to light. 

• Aspect Ratio – e.g., 16:9, 4:3, 2.35:1. 

• Frame Rate – 24 fps (film), 30 fps (TV), slow-motion. 
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Key Cinematographic Roles 

• Cinematographer / Director of Photography (DoP) – Head of visual storytelling. 

• Camera Operator – Manages camera movements. 

• Gaffer – In charge of lighting. 

• Grip – Handles rigging and camera support. 

• Focus Puller – Maintains sharp focus during shots. 

 

Important Cinematography Terms 
 

Term Definition 

Mise-en-scène All elements within the frame including setting, costume, lighting. 

Storyboard Pre-visual representation of scenes. 

Chiaroscuro High-contrast lighting (light/dark). 

Blocking Planning the movement of actors in the scene. 

Bokeh Out-of-focus background aesthetic. 

Montage Sequence of shots showing passage of time. 

Depth Staging Layering action in different planes. 

 

Cinematography in Indian Cinema (Contextual Relevance) 

• Pioneers: Subrata Mitra (worked with Satyajit Ray), V.K. Murthy (Guru Dutt films). 

• Use of Black-and-White to Color transitions in historical periods. 

• Bollywood's unique approach to song picturization. 

• Regional cinema cinematography styles (e.g., Malayalam, Bengali films) 

 

Hollywood Cinematography Highlights 

Hollywood has shaped the global grammar of cinematography, pioneering visual innovation and 

technological advancement. 

 

Notable Cinematographers: 

• Gregg Toland (Citizen Kane): Pioneered deep focus, low-angle shots. 

• Roger Deakins (1917, Skyfall): Master of naturalistic lighting and minimalist frames. 

• Emmanuel Lubezki (The Revenant, Gravity): Known for long takes, natural light, and wide-angle 

lenses. 

 

Hollywood Innovations: 

• Technicolor: Widely used from the 1930s–1950s (e.g., The Wizard of Oz). 

• Film Noir: Use of low-key lighting, shadows, and stark contrasts. 

• Steadicam: Invented in the 1970s; first used in Rocky (1976). 

• IMAX and 3D Filmmaking: Advanced large-format immersive cinematography. 

• Digital Revolution: From film to 4K/8K digital workflows. 
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Signature Styles: 
• Spielberg Face: Emotionally charged close-ups (DoP: Janusz Kamiński). 
• Kubrick’s Symmetry: Centered, balanced compositions (2001: A Space Odyssey). 
• Christopher Nolan: Practical effects, minimal CGI, heavy use of IMAX cameras. 

 
List of the Top Oscar Best Picture Winners of The Hollywood 
 

1950s – The Golden Age 
 

Year Movie Title Director 

1950 All About Eve Joseph L. Mankiewicz 

1951 An American in Paris Vincente Minnelli 

1952 The Greatest Show on Earth Cecil B. DeMille 

1953 From Here to Eternity Fred Zinnemann 

1954 On the Waterfront Elia Kazan 

1955 Marty Delbert Mann 

1956 Around the World in 80 Days Michael Anderson 

1957 The Bridge on the River Kwai David Lean 

1958 Gigi Vincente Minnelli 

1959 Ben-Hur William Wyler 

 
1960s – Epic & Artistic 
 

Year Movie Title Director 

1960 The Apartment Billy Wilder 

1961 West Side Story Jerome Robbins & Robert Wise 

1962 Lawrence of Arabia David Lean 

1963 Tom Jones Tony Richardson 

1964 My Fair Lady George Cukor 

1965 The Sound of Music Robert Wise 

1966 A Man for All Seasons Fred Zinnemann 

1967 In the Heat of the Night Norman Jewison 

1968 Oliver! Carol Reed 

1969 Midnight Cowboy John Schlesinger 
 

1970s – The Gritty New Hollywood 
 

Year Movie Title Director 

1970 Patton Franklin J. Schaffner 

1971 The French Connection William Friedkin 

1972 The Godfather Francis Ford Coppola 

1973 The Sting George Roy Hill 
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Year Movie Title Director 

1974 The Godfather Part II Francis Ford Coppola 

1975 One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest Miloš Forman 

1976 Rocky John G. Avildsen 

1977 Annie Hall Woody Allen 

1978 The Deer Hunter Michael Cimino 

1979 Kramer vs. Kramer Robert Benton 

 

1980s – Big Studios & Emotional Dramas 
 

Year Movie Title Director 

1980 Ordinary People Robert Redford 

1981 Chariots of Fire Hugh Hudson 

1982 Gandhi Richard Attenborough 

1983 Terms of Endearment James L. Brooks 

1984 Amadeus Miloš Forman 

1985 Out of Africa Sydney Pollack 

1986 Platoon Oliver Stone 

1987 The Last Emperor Bernardo Bertolucci 

1988 Rain Man Barry Levinson 

1989 Driving Miss Daisy Bruce Beresford 

 

1990s – Blockbusters & Bold Storytelling 
 

Year Movie Title Director 

1990 Dances with Wolves Kevin Costner 

1991 The Silence of the Lambs Jonathan Demme 

1992 Unforgiven Clint Eastwood 

1993 Schindler's List Steven Spielberg 

1994 Forrest Gump Robert Zemeckis 

1995 Braveheart Mel Gibson 

1996 The English Patient Anthony Minghella 

1997 Titanic James Cameron 

1998 Shakespeare in Love John Madden 

1999 American Beauty Sam Mendes 
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2000s – Diversity of Genres 
 

Year Movie Title Director 

2000 Gladiator Ridley Scott 

2001 A Beautiful Mind Ron Howard 

2002 Chicago Rob Marshall 

2003 The Lord of the Rings: Return of the King Peter Jackson 

2004 Million Dollar Baby Clint Eastwood 

2005 Crash Paul Haggis 

2006 The Departed Martin Scorsese 

2007 No Country for Old Men Joel & Ethan Coen 

2008 Slumdog Millionaire Danny Boyle 

2009 The Hurt Locker Kathryn Bigelow 

 

2010s – New Voices, Global Stories 
 

Year Movie Title Director 

2010 The King's Speech Tom Hooper 

2011 The Artist Michel Hazanavicius 

2012 Argo Ben Affleck 

2013 12 Years a Slave Steve McQueen 

2014 Birdman Alejandro G. Iñárritu 

2015 Spotlight Tom McCarthy 

2016 Moonlight Barry Jenkins 

2017 The Shape of Water Guillermo del Toro 

2018 Green Book Peter Farrelly 

2019 Parasite Bong Joon-ho 

 

2020s – Contemporary Excellence 
 

Year Movie Title Director 

2020 Nomadland Chloé Zhao 

2021 CODA Sian Heder 

2022 Everything Everywhere All at Once Daniel Kwan & Daniel Scheinert 

2023 Oppenheimer Christopher Nolan 
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International Film Awards 
 

Award Name Presented By Purpose 

Academy Awards (Oscars) 
Academy of Motion Picture 

Arts and Sciences (USA) 

Recognizes excellence in cinematic 

achievements like acting, direction, 

music, etc. 

Golden Globe Awards 
Hollywood Foreign Press 

Association (USA) 

Honors excellence in both film and 

television (domestic and foreign). 

BAFTA Awards 
British Academy of Film 

and Television Arts (UK) 

Acknowledges best British and 

international contributions to film. 

Cannes Film Festival 

Awards 

Festival de Cannes 

(France) 

Celebrates artistic achievement in 

international cinema; includes the 

Palme d’Or. 

Berlin International Film 

Festival (Berlinale) 

Berlin Festival Committee 

(Germany) 

Recognizes films of high artistic merit; 

Golden Bear is the top prize. 

Venice Film Festival 

Awards 
Venice Biennale (Italy) 

Awards best films with artistic 

excellence; top prize is the Golden Lion. 

Sundance Film Festival 

Awards 
Sundance Institute (USA) 

Encourages independent filmmakers; 

awards are given in U.S. and World 

Cinema. 

Critics’ Choice Movie 

Awards 

Critics Choice Association 

(USA) 

Given by film critics to honor the finest 

cinematic achievements. 

César Awards 

Académie des Arts et 

Techniques du Cinéma 

(France) 

National film award of France 

recognizing excellence in French 

cinema. 

Ariel Awards 
Mexican Academy of Film 

Arts and Sciences 
Honoring Mexican cinema. 

Asia Pacific Screen Awards 

(APSA) 
UNESCO & FIAPF 

Recognizes excellence in cinema from 

Asia-Pacific region. 

International Indian Film 

Academy (IIFA) Awards 
IIFA (global) 

Celebrates Bollywood cinema on an 

international platform. 

 

National (Indian) Film Awards 
 

Award Name Presented By Purpose 

National Film Awards 
Directorate of Film 

Festivals (Govt. of India) 

Most prestigious film award in India 

recognizing artistic & technical 

excellence. 

Filmfare Awards The Times Group 
Honors excellence in Hindi-language 

cinema (popular & critics' choice). 

IIFA Awards (Indian 

section) 

International Indian Film 

Academy 

Global platform to honor Bollywood 

cinema. 

Zee Cine Awards 
Zee Entertainment 

Enterprises 

Recognizes excellence in Hindi films 

across various categories. 
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Award Name Presented By Purpose 

Screen Awards Indian Express Group 
Awards Bollywood talent in technical 

and performance categories. 

SIIMA Awards Vibri Media Group 
South Indian International Movie 

Awards – honors South Indian cinema. 

Dadasaheb Phalke Award Government of India 
Highest award in Indian cinema, for 

lifetime contribution to Indian films. 

Bengal Film Journalists' 

Association (BFJA) Awards 
BFJA 

Oldest film critics’ award in India 

honoring Bengali and Hindi cinema. 

Kerala State Film Awards 
Kerala State Chalachitra 

Academy 
Honors Malayalam cinema. 

Nandi Awards 
Andhra Pradesh 

Government 
Recognizes Telugu cinema excellence. 

Tamil Nadu State Film 

Awards 
Tamil Nadu Government 

Awards given for achievements in Tamil 

cinema. 

Maharashtra State Film 

Awards 
Maharashtra Government 

Recognizes excellence in Marathi 

cinema. 

Anandalok Awards 
Anandalok Magazine 

(ABP Group) 

Bengali cinema and television 

excellence. 

 

Special Mentions 
 

Award/Festival Purpose 

UNESCO Fellini Medal 
Honoring outstanding contributions to the promotion of film and 

heritage. 

Academy Honorary 

Awards 
Lifetime achievement or extraordinary distinction in film. 

People's Choice Awards Based on public voting – acknowledges popular appeal in cinema. 

MTV Movie & TV Awards Focuses on pop culture and entertainment value. 

Satellite Awards Given by the International Press Academy to honor artistic excellence. 
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