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The Elephanta Caves are located on Elephanta Island (also known as the Island of Gharapuri), which consists of
two hillocks separated by a thin valley in Western India. Numerous old archaeological relics dot the little island,
serving as the only witnesses to its complex cultural past. These archaeological relics show that the area was
occupied as early as the 2nd century BC. This article will explain to you the concepts related to Elephanta
caves which will be helpful in Indian Art and Culture preparation for the MPSC exam.
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Elephanta Caves

e Location - The Elephanta Caves are on Elephanta Island (also known as Gharapuri Island), which is
made up of two hillocks separated by a narrow valley in Western India.
e Time of development - Elephanta cave temples (on a small island off the coast of Bombay) date from
the eighth century A.D. and are similar to those at Ellora.
e The Elephanta Caves were initially intended to be a Buddhist site, but the Shaivite faith eventually took
over.
e The caves on the island are divided into two groups:
o Acollection of five Hindu caves with rock-cut stone sculptures. They are primarily associated with
the Shaivite sect of Hinduism, and are primarily dedicated to Lord Shiva.
o A pair of Buddhist caves with cisterns that run along the island’s banks. Near the hill, there is a
mound that resembles a Buddhist stupa.
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Features of Elephanta Caves

e The caves are constructed of solid basalt rock.

e The primary cave (Cave 1) has a rock-cut temple complex that includes a main chamber dedicated to
Lord Shiva, two lateral chambers, subsidiary shrines, and carvings depicting his life and several episodes
associated with his life, such as his marriage with Parvati and the river Ganga descending in his hair.
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e They are known for their sculpture (showing slenderness in the body, with stark light and dark effects),
particularly the great Trimurti figure of Shiva (Shiva is akin to the Trimurti figure of Brahma, Vishnu,
and Mahesh).

e Ravana shaking the Kailash, Tandav dance of Shiva, Ardh-narishwara, are other notable sculptures.

e It was also designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1987.

e The dating of the famed Elephanta Caves is still a point of contention, with estimates ranging
from the 6th to the 8th centuries.

e The Rashtrakuta monarchs excavated the cave temple, which is dedicated to Lord Shiva,
sometime in the 8th century.
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Conclusion

The Elephanta Caves are situated on a small island off the coast of Western India, and are home to
various old archaeological ruins that bear witness to the country's rich cultural history. Elephanta Caves'
architecture and woodland region have been designated as UNESCO World Heritage Sites since 1987.
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