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Kharif crops, also known as monsoon crops or autumn crops, are domesticated plants grown and harvested
in India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh during the monsoon season, which lasts from June to November depending
on location. Rice, maize, and cotton are some of India's major Kharif crops. Monsoon rains can begin as early
as May in some parts of the Indian subcontinent, and crops are typically harvested between the third and fourth
weeks of September and October. In contrast to Rabi crops, which are grown in the winter, Kharif crops require
adequate rainfall. In this article, we will discuss Kharif which will be helpful for UPSC exam preparation.
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What is a Kharif Crop?

e The Kharif crops are often called monsoon crops because they are usually sown in the months of June-
October.

e The monsoon months are regarded as ideal for seeding since the crops need a warm, humid temperature
for germination.

e As monsoon arrives at a different time in the different states of the country, the exact months vary from
state to state.

e For instance, seeds may be seeded in the southern states by the end of May, whereas they are often
shown in the northeastern states by the end of June.

e Major crops planted during this season are paddy, maize, jowar, bajra, tur (arhar), moong, urad,
cotton, jute, groundnut, and soya bean.
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Common Kharif Crops
The type of crops grown and harvested in the Kharif season is:
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Rice
Since India is the world's top producer of rice, it is a staple food in Indian households, rice is seeded
and harvested during the Kharif season because it is a crop that demands a lot of water and thrives in
a hot, humid atmosphere.

Sugarcane
In India, sugar cane production occupies about 2.8% of the gross planted area. It requires a hot and
humid atmosphere to be grown because it is an important raw ingredient in this sugar industry.

Cotton
Indian cotton, the most significant fiber crop in the nation, is well known around the world for its
superior quality. Cotton can grow best in climates with black soil and high humidity levels.
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What is the Kharif Season?

o Kharif is one of the three major cropping seasons in India. The Kharif season starts in May and ends in
January at the latest and it varies from crop to crop and from region to region.

e InIndia, the Kharif Season generally starts in June and ends in October.

o Kharif crops are typically planted at the start of the first rains of the southwest monsoon season and
harvested at the end of the monsoon season (October—-November).

e Monsoon sowing dates vary, occurring toward the end of May in the southern state of Kerala and
reaching July in some north Indian states.
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e Kharif crops are sown in May, June, and July in other regions where rains fall in June, such as Maharashtra,
the west coast of India, and Pakistan.
o Kharif crops are typically planted in Bangladesh at the start of the first rain in June.
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Conclusion

A successful Kharif and rabi season is critical to ensuring food availability to feed the country's growing
population. In addition, a poor monsoon and lower crop output may prompt the government to raise
minimum support prices for farmers as a show of solidarity with the larger farming community. This, in
turn, may result in a higher market price.
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