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During the Sultanate of Delhi, society was in transition. People were broadly classified as Hindus or Muslims
based on their religion. The people were heavily taxed. Agriculture was the primary source of income. The
major industries were the manufacture of gold and silver jewellery, embroidery, textiles, and dyeing. The Sultans
imposed religious restrictions on Hindu and Shia subjects. During the Sultans' reign, slavery
flourished. Prisoners of war were sold as slaves. Women did not have a high social status. The purdah system
and child marriage were both in use. Upper-class women were well-versed in the fine arts. In this article, we will
discuss the Economic and Social Life of Delhi Sultanate which will be helpful for MPSC exam preparation.
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Economy under Delhi Sultanate

e During the Delhi Sultanate, trade expanded dramatically. There was a currency system that was based on
the silver tanka.

e Roads were constructed to connect Delhi, Lahore, and Sonargaon in Bengal.

e A communication system also emerged, with a post relay system created, with horse riders carrying the
post. New industries such as metal work, paper making, and textile were developed in Delhi, Lahore,
Multan, and Lakhnauti.

e Textile trade was conducted with China and West Asia, where horses, ivory, and spices were substituted
for textiles.

e The Arabs were the dominant traders, but Tamils, Kalingas, and Gujaratis also participated.

e The majority of people were subsistence-level labourers. Some landowners were wealthy, including both
Hindus and Muslims.

e The Sultan and his nobles lived a lavish lifestyle because they owned a palace. The middle classes included
artisans and shopkeepers. Slavery existed during that time period.

e The state's main source of revenue was land revenue known as Kharaj. This referred to all non-Muslim
taxes, including Jaziyah.

e Alauddin Khilji increased the land tax from one-sixth to one-half of the gross produce. This was a type of
capitation tax imposed on all Hindus.

e Zakat is the name given to the tax collected from wealthy Muslims in order to assist poor Muslims, known
as Khams or Ghaninah.

e Road construction and maintenance aided in the smooth operation of transportation and communication.
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Social Life Under Delhi Sultanate

e The society was in transition during the Delhi Sultanate. People were divided into Hindus and Muslims
based on their religion. Muslims were divided once more into two groups: nobility and chiefs.

e There were three classes of nobles: Khans, Maliks, and Amirs. The emerging Zamindars and other
administrative cadre were included in the chief's cabinet.

e The majority of the nobles were Turkish and Persian Muslims, but there were also Indian Muslims. Foreign
Muslims were still given preference, and when a noble died, his descendants inherited his power.

e The nobles known as Ashraf were the respected segment of the social structure. This paved the way for
Muslim social stratification.

e Nobles lived a luxurious and lavish life due to their position and financial situation. Warrior nobles
gradually transformed into cultural patrons. Political ties between Turkish rulers and Hindu Rajputs were
common at the time.

e Qazis and Mujiis were judicial functionaries who assisted the nobles. Mehtasib used to monitor Muslims'
adherence to Shariah law. All of these were paid positions. There were many clerks and petty officers, as
well as a slave population.

e There was no discernible change in the Hindu society structure. During the Delhi Sultanate, the Purdah
system spread. Women were hidden in the upper classes, but they had more freedom in the lower classes.

e Customs such as sati and the prohibition on widow remarriage were established at the time. The only
advantage was that widows could inherit their husbands' property.
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Conclusion
There is very less information about the people's economic situation in the Delhi Sultanate. The

historians of the time were more interested in events at the court than in the lives of ordinary people.
Ilbn Battutah, a North African from Tangier, visited India in the fourteenth century and spent eight years
at the court of Muhammad Tughlaqg. He travelled extensively throughout India and left a very interesting
account of the country's products, including fruits, flowers, herbs, and so on, as well as the state of the
roads and people's lives.
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