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During the Sultanate of Delhi, society was in transition. People were broadly classified as Hindus or Muslims 
based on their religion. The people were heavily taxed. Agriculture was the primary source of income. The 
major industries were the manufacture of gold and silver jewellery, embroidery, textiles, and dyeing. The Sultans 
imposed religious restrictions on Hindu and Shia subjects. During the Sultans' reign, slavery 
flourished. Prisoners of war were sold as slaves. Women did not have a high social status. The purdah system 
and child marriage were both in use. Upper-class women were well-versed in the fine arts. In this article, we will 
discuss the Economic and Social Life of Delhi Sultanate which will be helpful for MPSC exam preparation. 

िदʟीǉा सʔनतीǉा काळात समाज पįरवतŊनाǉा अव˕ेत होता. लोकांचे ȑांǉा धमाŊǉा आधारे िहंदू िकंवा मुİˠम ʉणून 
वगŎकरण करǻात आले. जनतेवर Ůचंड कर आकारला गेला. शेती हे उȋɄाचे Ůमुख साधन होते. सोɊा-चांदीचे दािगने, भरतकाम, 
कापड आिण रंगकाम हे Ůमुख उȨोग होते. सुलतानांनी िहंदू आिण िशया Ůजेवर धािमŊक िनबōध लादले. सुलतानांǉा कारिकदŎत 
गुलामिगरी वाढली. युȠकैȨांना गुलाम ʉणून िवकले जात असे. İ˓यांना उǄ सामािजक दजाŊ नʬता. पदाŊ पȠत आिण बालिववाह या 
दोɎी पȠती वापरात होȑा. उǄवगŎय İ˓या लिलत कलेत पारंगत होȑा. या लेखात आपण िदʟी सʔनतǉा आिथŊक आिण 
सामािजक जीवनाची चचाŊ कŝ जे MPSC परीƗेǉा तयारीसाठी उपयुƅ ठरेल. 

Economy under Delhi Sultanate 

 During the Delhi Sultanate, trade expanded dramatically. There was a currency system that was based on 
the silver tanka. 

 Roads were constructed to connect Delhi, Lahore, and Sonargaon in Bengal. 
 A communication system also emerged, with a post relay system created, with horse riders carrying the 

post. New industries such as metal work, paper making, and textile were developed in Delhi, Lahore, 
Multan, and Lakhnauti. 

 Textile trade was conducted with China and West Asia, where horses, ivory, and spices were substituted 
for textiles. 

 The Arabs were the dominant traders, but Tamils, Kalingas, and Gujaratis also participated. 
 The majority of people were subsistence-level labourers. Some landowners were wealthy, including both 

Hindus and Muslims. 
 The Sultan and his nobles lived a lavish lifestyle because they owned a palace. The middle classes included 

artisans and shopkeepers. Slavery existed during that time period. 
 The state's main source of revenue was land revenue known as Kharaj. This referred to all non-Muslim 

taxes, including Jaziyah. 
 Alauddin Khilji increased the land tax from one-sixth to one-half of the gross produce. This was a type of 

capitation tax imposed on all Hindus. 
 Zakat is the name given to the tax collected from wealthy Muslims in order to assist poor Muslims, known 

as Khams or Ghaninah. 
 Road construction and maintenance aided in the smooth operation of transportation and communication. 

िदʟी सʔनत अंतगŊत अथŊʩव˕ा 

 िदʟी सʔनत काळात ʩापाराचा Ůचंड िवˑार झाला. चांदीǉा टंकावर आधाįरत चलन ʩव˕ा होती. 
 िदʟी, लाहोर आिण बंगालमधील सोनारगाव यांना जोडǻासाठी रˑे बांधǻात आले. 
 एक संŮेषण Ůणाली देखील उदयास आली, पोː įरले Ůणाली तयार केली गेली, Ǜामȯे घोडेˢार पोː वाšन नेले. िदʟी, 

लाहोर, मुलतान आिण लखनौती येथे धातूचे काम, कागद बनवणे आिण कापड यांसारखे नवीन उȨोग िवकिसत झाले. 
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 कापडाचा ʩापार चीन आिण पिʮम आिशयाशी केला जात होता, जेथे कापडासाठी घोडे, हİˑदंत आिण मसाʞांचा पयाŊय 
होता. 

 अरब Ůबळ ʩापारी होते, परंतु तिमळ, किलंग आिण गुजराती देखील सहभागी झाले होते. 
बŠसंƥ लोक िनवाŊह-ˑरीय मजूर होते. काही जमीन मालक ŵीमंत होते, Ǜात िहंदू आिण मुİˠम दोघेही होते. 

 सुलतान आिण ȑाचे सरदार एक भʩ जीवनशैली जगत होते कारण ȑांǉाकडे एक राजवाडा होता. मȯमवगŎयांमȯे कारागीर 
आिण दुकानदारांचा समावेश होता. ȑा काळात गुलामिगरी अİˑȕात होती. 

 खरज ʉणून ओळखला जाणारा जमीन महसूल हा राǛाǉा महसुलाचा मुƥ ˓ोत होता. हे जिझयासह सवŊ गैर-मुİˠम 
करांचा संदभŊ देते. 

 अलाउȞीन İखलजीने एकूण उȋादनाǉा सहाʩा भागावŝन जमीन कर वाढवला. हा एक Ůकारचा कॅिपटेशन टॅƛ होता जो 
सवŊ िहंदंूवर लादला गेला होता. 

 खʈ िकंवा घिनना ʉणून ओळखʞा जाणा̴या गरीब मुİˠमांना मदत करǻासाठी ŵीमंत मुİˠमांकडून वसूल केलेʞा 
कराला जकात हे नाव आहे. 

 वाहतूक आिण दळणवळणाǉा सुरळीत ऑपरेशनमȯे रˑे बांधणी आिण देखभाल मदत करते. 

Social Life Under Delhi Sultanate 

 The society was in transition during the Delhi Sultanate. People were divided into Hindus and Muslims 
based on their religion. Muslims were divided once more into two groups: nobility and chiefs. 

 There were three classes of nobles: Khans, Maliks, and Amirs. The emerging Zamindars and other 
administrative cadre were included in the chief's cabinet. 

 The majority of the nobles were Turkish and Persian Muslims, but there were also Indian Muslims. Foreign 
Muslims were still given preference, and when a noble died, his descendants inherited his power. 

 The nobles known as Ashraf were the respected segment of the social structure. This paved the way for 
Muslim social stratification. 

 Nobles lived a luxurious and lavish life due to their position and financial situation. Warrior nobles 
gradually transformed into cultural patrons. Political ties between Turkish rulers and Hindu Rajputs were 
common at the time. 

 Qazis and Mujiis were judicial functionaries who assisted the nobles. Mehtasib used to monitor Muslims' 
adherence to Shariah law. All of these were paid positions. There were many clerks and petty officers, as 
well as a slave population. 

 There was no discernible change in the Hindu society structure. During the Delhi Sultanate, the Purdah 
system spread. Women were hidden in the upper classes, but they had more freedom in the lower classes. 

 Customs such as sati and the prohibition on widow remarriage were established at the time. The only 
advantage was that widows could inherit their husbands' property. 

िदʟी सʔनत अंतगŊत सामािजक जीवन 

 िदʟी सʔनतǉा काळात समाज संŢमणाव˕ेत होता. लोक ȑांǉा धमाŊǉा आधारे िहंदू आिण मुİˠमांमȯे िवभागले गेले. 
मुİˠम पुɎा एकदा दोन गटांमȯे िवभागले गेले: खानदानी आिण Ůमुख. 

 खान, मिलक आिण अमीर असे खानदानी लोकांचे तीन वगŊ होते. उदयोɉुख जमीनदार आिण इतर Ůशासकीय केडरचा 
Ůमुखांǉा मंिũमंडळात समावेश करǻात आला. 

 बŠसंƥ कुलीन तुकŎ आिण पिशŊयन मुİˠम होते, परंतु भारतीय मुİˠम देखील होते. परदेशी मुİˠमांना अजूनही ŮाधाɊ 
िदले जात होते आिण जेʬा एखादा थोर माणूस मरण पावला तेʬा ȑाǉा वंशजांना ȑाची सȅा वारसा िमळाली. 
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 अŵफ या नावाने ओळखले जाणारे ŵेʿ हे समाजरचनेतील आदरणीय वगŊ होते. यामुळे मुİˠम सामािजक ˑरीकरणाचा मागŊ 
मोकळा झाला. 

 उǄपद˕ आिण आिथŊक पįरİ˕तीमुळे ŵीमंत लोक िवलासी आिण भʩ जीवन जगत होते. योȠा थोरांचे हळूहळू सांˋृितक 
संरƗकांमȯे ŝपांतर झाले. ȑावेळी तुकŎ शासक आिण िहंदू राजपूत यांǉातील राजकीय संबंध सामाɊ होते. 

 काझी आिण मुजी हे Ɋाियक अिधकारी होते जे ŵेʿांना मदत करत असत. मेहतािसब मुİˠमांǉा शįरयत कायȨाचे पालन 
करǻावर लƗ ठेवत असत. हे सवŊ पगाराǉा पदांवर होते. तेथे अनेक कारकून आिण तुटपंुजे अिधकारी तसेच गुलामांची संƥा 
होती. 

 िहंदू समाज रचनेत कोणताही बदल िदसून आला नाही. िदʟी सʔनतǉा काळात पदाŊ पȠतीचा Ůसार झाला. İ˓या वरǉा 
वगाŊत दडलेʞा होȑा, पण ȑांना खालǉा वगाŊत जाˑ ˢातंȒ होते. 

 सती Ůथा आिण िवधवा पुनिवŊवाहावर बंदी अशा Ůथा ȑा काळी Ů˕ािपत झाʞा होȑा. िवधवांना ȑांǉा पतीǉा मालमȅेचा 
वारस िमळू शकला हा एकच फायदा होता. 

Conclusion 
There is very less information about the people's economic situation in the Delhi Sultanate. The 
historians of the time were more interested in events at the court than in the lives of ordinary people. 
Ibn Battutah, a North African from Tangier, visited India in the fourteenth century and spent eight years 
at the court of Muhammad Tughlaq. He travelled extensively throughout India and left a very interesting 
account of the country's products, including fruits, flowers, herbs, and so on, as well as the state of the 
roads and people's lives. 

िनʺषŊ 

िदʟी सʔनतमधील लोकांǉा आिथŊक पįरİ˕तीबȞल फारच कमी मािहती आहे. तǽालीन इितहासकारांना सामाɊ 
लोकांǉा जीवनापेƗा दरबारातील घटनांमȯे जाˑ रस होता. इɫ बȅुता, टँिगयर येथील उȅर आिůकेने चौदाʩा शतकात 
भारताला भेट िदली आिण मुहʃद तुघलकाǉा दरबारात आठ वषő घालवली. ȑांनी संपूणŊ भारतभर Ůवास केला आिण फळे, 
फुले, वनौषधी इȑादीसंह देशातील उȋादनांचा तसेच र˒ांची İ˕ती आिण लोकांǉा जीवनाचा अितशय मनोरंजक 
लेखाजोखा ȑांनी सोडला. 

 


