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Society consists of groups of human beings who are linked together utilizing specific systems and
customs, rites, and laws and have a collective social existence. Society is defined by Sociologist Peter
L. Berger as "a human product, and nothing but a human product, that yet continuously acts upon its
producers.”
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Indian Society

Indian society is a perfect example of diversity in almost every dimension of social life. Whether it
is religion, language, economic, regional, class, or caste. There is difference everywhere yet we stand
united as an integrated nation. This diversity is found from the first civilization to the present one.

Indian Diversity believes that the phrase "accommodation without assimilation” is appropriate. This
simply indicates that India has room for all identities without jeopardising the country's unity. India has
always accepted and dissolved different cultures and people in its multifaceted heart. Different
influences can be found in Indian culture, ranging from Aryan to European.

Indian society is a diverse society with a complex social structure marked by ethnic, linguistic,
religious, and caste differences. It includes people from all walks of life, including those who live in
rural, urban, and tribal settings, as well as all other groups who share the Indian ethos.

Salient Features Of Indian Society

e Multi-Ethnic Society
e Multilingual Society
e Multi-Class Society
e Patriarchal Society
e Unity In Diversity

e Tribes

e Family

e Kinship System
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Multi-ethnic Society
An ethnic group, also known as an ethnicity, is a collection of people who share a common language
or dialect, history, society, culture, or nation.

A multi-ethnic society is one in which a diverse range of racial groupings coexist. Almost any racial
profile can be found in India.
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Multilingual Society

e The majority of modern civilizations are multilingual, with a wide range of languages.

e Language is such a powerful source of identity in India that the current division of the country into states
is essentially a linguistic map of the country.

e Indiais a land of diverse languages since it is a multicultural country. At present, there is not a single
State or Union Territory that is monolingual.

Family
Family is the smallest and basic unit of a social organization. They have an important role in every
individual’s life.
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Different elements of a family are:

e It is formed by different relationships of husband, wife, father, mother, sister, brother, and many
others.

e The family is responsible to bring up their children and fulfil their needs.

e Family is bond together with love, a sense of togetherness, sacrifice, and security.

e There are different sizes of families such as joint-family and nuclear families.

e They instil social norms and customs in the children.

e A family is attached aby love, respect and care.
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Caste system

The English word ‘caste’ is actually a borrowing from the Portuguese casta, meaning pure breed. The
word refers to a broad institutional arrangement that in Indian languages is referred to by two distinct
terms, varna and jati. Varna, literally ‘colour’, is the name given to a four-fold division of society
into brahmana, kshatriya, vaishya and shudra. Jati is the word most commonly used to refer to the
institution of caste in Indian languages.
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Conclusion

e In Indian society, the Unity in Diversity is being disrupted by some sectarian elements with religious
threats.
e Every Indian must rise above the difficulties and strive for national unity and integrity.
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e India's strength is characterised by the common principles of democracy, equality, and justice, as
established in the constitution, which we all share and cherish as part of the Indian value system.
e India, on the other hand, has the ability to overcome communal violence and vested interests.
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