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As the name indicates, Non-Constitutional bodies are institutions or organisations which are not
mentioned in the constitution or not given a constitutional status. Therefore non-constitutional bodies can
be set up through law or an executive resolution which are called Statutory and non-statutory respectively. Some
examples of the non-constitutional bodies are the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), NITI Aayog,
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) etc. The topic of Non-Constitutional bodies is very important for
the MPSC IAS Exam. In this article, let us see the different types of non-constitutional bodies with some examples.
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What is a Non-Constitutional Body?

e An organization or entity that is not specified in the Indian Constitution is known as a non-constitutional
body.

e A non-constitutional entity, unlike a constitutional body, does not have powers derived from the Indian
Constitution.

e A non-constitutional body's powers are usually derived from laws passed by the Indian Parliament.
Example: Central Information Commission (CIC).

e Non-constitutional bodies that receive power from Indian government orders are also present (Executive
Resolution). Example: NITI Aayog.
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Types of Non-Constitutional Bodies

e Based on how the body derives its powers and function the non-constitutional bodies are broadly
classified into
o Statutory Bodies
o Non-Statutory Bodies

e Statutory Bodies are institutions whose powers are usually derived from laws passed by the Indian
Parliament. Example: Central Information Commission (CIC), Lokpal and Lokayukta.
e However based on their role the Statutory bodies are divided into two more categories:
o Regulatory Bodies
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o Quasi-Judicial Bodies

e A regulatory body is a government entity responsible for exerting autonomous authority in a regulatory
or supervisory capacity over some aspect of human activity. Example: Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI).

e Non-judicial authorities such as Commissions or Tribunals that can interpret the law are known as quasi-
judicial bodies. They differ from judicial entities in that their scope is narrower than that of a court.
Example: National Human Rights Commission (NHRC).

e Non-Statutory Bodies are institutions whose powers are not derived from any laws, rather it derives their
powers and functions from executive orders and resolutions. Example: NITI Aayog, Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI).
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Conclusion
The constitution could not accommodate every institution which is in existence. Moreover, not all
bodies require constitutional status as it is expensive to maintain their operations and functions. Many
institutions are ad-hoc in nature and may not require a full constitutional status and perform functions
as may be.
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