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The bilingual state of Bombay was divided into two separate states in 1960. Maharashtra for Marathi speakers
and Gujarat for Gujarati speakers. The states of Gujarat and Maharashtra have designated May 1st as "Gujarat
Foundation Day" and "Maharashtra Day" respectively.
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Historical Background

e The Constitution's First Schedule (1949) recognized Indian States in Parts A, B, and C, and Territories in

Parts D.
e Part A States were the former Governors' Provinces of British India, of which nine were listed, including
Bombay.
e The Bombay State included much of modern Maharashtra, as well as parts of modern Gujarat and
Karnataka.
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Reasons

e The States Reorganisation Act redrew the boundaries of the State of Bombay, transferring some
Kannada-speaking areas to the State of Mysore.

e It expanded Bombay's territory to include the Marathi-speaking states of Marathwada and Vidarbha, as
well as Gujarati-speaking Saurashtra and Kutch.

e The new state was bilingual, with areas speaking Kutchi and Konkani as well. However, having two
linguistic units in one state did not appear to work.

e Since 1956, the Samyukta Maharashtra movement has led the charge for a separate Marathi-speaking
state with Bombay as its capital.

e Simultaneously, the Mahagujarat Movement advocated for a Gujarat state for Gujarati-speaking people
in Bombay.
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Impact

e The states of Maharashtra and Gujarat were established as a result of the Bombay Reorganisation
Act, 1960, which was passed by Parliament on April 25, 1960.

e On May 1, 1960, the act went into effect. Maharashtra and Gujarat were divided and granted
statehood under the Bombay Reorganisation Act.

e While both the Samyukta Maharashtra Movement and the Mahagujarat Movement had the same
goal, certain elements clashed over which of the new states would receive India's financial capital,
Bombay.
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Conclusion

e Even after the large-scale reorganization of the states in 1956, the political map of India changed on a
regular basis due to popular agitations and political conditions.

e The demand for the formation of new states based on linguistic or cultural homogeneity resulted in the
division of existing states.
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