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India is a land of numerous passes. In Tibet, it is known as ‘La,' which means "pass.' Karakoram Pass, Zoji La Pass,
Rohtang Pass, Diphu Pass are some of the important passes in India. A Mountain Pass is a narrow stretch of road
that connects two mountain ranges. A mountain pass is formed when land between areas of higher terrain is
eroded or worn away by a glacier or stream. Mountain Pass aids in maintaining road connectivity and has played
an important role in trade. This article will explain to you about Important Passes in India which will be helpful
in preparing Geography for the UPSC Civil service exam.
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What exactly are Passes?

e A mountain pass is a route that runs through or over a mountain range.

e Mountain passes between mountain peaks may form during the formation of the mountain range, or
they may form as a result of the action of glaciers, running water, or precipitation in the form of rain or
snow.

e It's known as a hill pass at lower elevations.

e The summits of most passes are flat and shaped like a saddle.

e They can range in size from small, steep peaks to vast valleys that stretch for miles.

e Passes are frequently located near the source of a river fed by precipitation and snowmelt.

e It does not have to be flat terrain, but it must be significantly lower in altitude than the other mountains.
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Passes in India

e Mountain Passes are found in Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh, Uttrakhand, and the north-
eastern states of India, and are collectively referred to as Himalayan Passes.

e Mountain passes are prominently located in Maharashtra, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu in the Western Ghats
due to the continuous nature of mountain ranges.
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Major Passes in Leh-Ladakh

Chang La

Bara-Lacha La
Pass

Khardung La

Imis La

e From Leh, Chang La allows access to Pangong Lake.

e With an elevation of 17,590 feet, it is one of the highest motorable passes.

e Near Chang La is the Defence Research and Development Organisation.

e Because of the low oxygen level, it is not recommended that you spend too much time
there.

e In Ladakh, the Bara-Lacha La is a well-known mountain pass.

e This pass, located in the Himalayan Zanskar Range, connects Lahual and Ladakh and is
known as the "Gateway to Ladakh."

e This lovely destination has always been a historical landmark, serving as an important
trade route in the past.

e Khardung La is a mountain range in Tibet.

e Border Roads Organisations are in charge of overseeing it.

e It acts as a passageway to valleys such as Nubra Valley.

e It plays a critical role in the transportation of supplies to the Siachen Glacier.

e It links Ladakh and Tibet.
e This is where the Hanle Valley, which is historically significant in terms of Buddhism,

began.
e This pass, which is located in Dras, connects three regions:
e Kashmir Valley in West
e Indus Valley in East
Zoji La Pass e Suru Valley in North-East
e Due to heavy snowfall, work on the Zoji La Tunnel began in 2020, which will make
transportation even easier.
e Tanglang La Pass, at an elevation of 5,328 metres (17,480 feet), is one of Ladakh's most
Tanglang  La spgctgcular h|gh altitude r'nounta|.n passes. ' '
Pass e This high altitude mountain pass in Ladakh is about 49 kilometres long and is located
on the way from Debring to Gya.
Jg-asra Adid y st
. o UEURA TN A1 UTI=T TRIGRTA ST0GTE TRATH o,
SN . 17,590 B JTg, 81 Fafd 39 AleR HRUgRINg Urite! U 312,
o TN SIge TR& SR 3T faery T 3.
2 http://www.adda247.com/mr | Adda247 #ITSY App._ | https://t.me/Adda247Marathi




addazuyt VAN
- MPSC 3 I1ecd 2024 addazy1i
FHH HTfRTOH TTde e, A8 SRd da aTaduaTe RIGRY dae el
TS IRI-ATT o &1 T UG Udaid RS 3.
SRI-ArEr YARIGR" WU 3l SiTd.
e ? R Tidori g YR el Qur 3R, YdPTSIdId T Hewdrdl SaTaR) d1j
U HTH I 35
WG o gl faaeHdia gdavreit 3MTg.
GRGT <l 2 I8 il YRS WA SIUarTet A T U BTH .

Ry fRERe Rasuran aege e d Hewyul YHeT dorad.

S

? de1g 3foT fade i Sred.
Mg e 9 AeRisesen Aewyul sreer g i geard Ay e,

SISl & U

BT UM, Sl SIHeN 3iTg, o9 UeRTHT Sired:
UiAs S HTR TR

yaﬂ@’lﬁ% ISl & ST SIH 2020 Al Y= 10, S dledd TURE!

Major Passes in Jammu and Kashmir

Karakoram
Pass

Pir Panjal Pass

It connects India and China and is located in the Karakoram Mountain region.

By allowing travellers to cross these mountain ranges, it played a significant historical
role.

This pass is quite unpredictable due to its barren and uneven terrain.

Peer ki Gali serves as a link between the districts of Kashmir Valley and Rajouri.
Mughal Road passes through this pass.
It serves as a vital connection between India and Pakistan.

This mountain pass was crossed by a trail from Jammu to Srinagar in 1956, and Jawahar
Tunnel was located beneath it.
The same path passes through Jawahar Tunnel later on.

Banihal Pass . . .
e As aresult, this pass is no longer in use.
e Near Banihal Pass is the Zaban Glacier.
: This pass connects Kashmir's Astore Valley and Ladakh's Deosai Plains.
Burzail Pass
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e The Pensi La is a pass that connects Kashmir and Kargil.
Pensi La e ltis found in the Greater Himalayan range.
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Conclusion

If a national border follows a mountain range, there is usually a pass over the mountains, as well as a
border control or customs station, and possibly a military post. Passes, in addition to providing a
relatively easy route between valleys, also provide a route between two mountain tops with the least
amount of descent. As a result, it's common for tracks to intersect at a pass, making them useful even
when travelling between a summit and the valley floor. In the winter, snowdrifts can be a problem on
some mountain passes above the treeline. This could be mitigated by raising the road a few metres
above ground level, allowing snow to blow off the road.
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