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The first Muslim Invasion of India was by the Arabs, led by Muhammad Bin Qasim. It occurred in 711
AD and resulted in Sind's conquest. The first Turkish invasion of India was led by Mohammed Ghazni. He
only attacked India for the sake of money. He attacked India seventeen times between 1000 and 1027
AD under the guise of Jihad. He launched his first invasion into India in 1001 AD. In this article, we will discuss
the Early Muslim Invasions in India which will be helpful for UPSC exam preparation.
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Arab Invasion in India
Muhammad Bin Qasim

e Muhammad ibn Qasim (December 31, 695 — July 18, 715) was an Arab military commander in the service
of the Umayyad Caliphate who led the Muslim conquest of Sindh during the Umayyad campaigns in India.

e His military exploits resulted in the establishment of Arab Sind and the annexation of the region from the
Sindhi Brahmin dynasty and its ruler, Raja Dahir, who was later decapitated and his head sent to al-Hajjaj
ibn Yusuf in Basra.

e With the capture of Aror, the then-capital of Arabia, by Arab forces, Qasim became the first Muslim to
successfully capture Hindu land, ushering in Muslim rule in India.

e He was the Umayyad general who had led the conquest of Sindh at the age of 17. This adolescent
conqueror followed in Alexander's footsteps by bringing a new faith and culture to the Indus basin.

e Heis mentioned in the ChachNama between 709 and 711 CE, when Hajjaj, the governor of Iraq, appointed
him to lead an expedition against Sindh.

e Qasim was Hajjaj's nephew, and because he was a capable commander, his uncle appointed him as the
commander of Makran's frontier district.

e He was assigned a conquest mission in the direction of Sindh. Qasim's expedition against Sindh was
meticulously planned.

Battle of Rewar

e Muhammad-bin-Qasim fought against Dahir, the ruler of Sindh.
e A Brahmin named Dahir was defeated and Sindh and Multan had been taken.
e Multan was dubbed the "City of Gold" by Muhammad-bin-Qasim.

Administrative System

e After being conquered, the region of Sindh was governed by Arabs.

e This was the same pattern used by the Arab conquerors in other areas they had conquered. Scholars
believe that this administration pattern was more liberal than later systems.

e This was primarily due to the fact that the school of Islamic law in the earlier centuries was not as strict
as that in the later centuries.
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e For the same reason, Muslim regimes around the world were perceived to be more austere in the later
centuries.
e This trend can be seen in the cases of Turkish or Mughal rule in India from the 12th to the 18th centuries.
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Turkish Invasion in India
Mahmud of Ghazni (971 - 1030 AD)

e Following the Arab invasion of Sindh, it was the Turks who made inroads into India in the 11th century.
The Turks are credited with establishing Muslim rule in India.
e Mahmud of Ghazni invaded India in 1001 A.D. He was the first Turkish conqueror of India.
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After defeating Jaipala, the ruler of the Hindu Shahi Dynasty, Fateh Daud of Multan, Anandpala of
Nagarkot, and the Chandelas, rulers of Mathura, Kanauj, and Gwalior, he returned to Ghazni with
enormous wealth.

In 1025 AD, Mahmud launched a significant invasion against the Somnath temple on the coast of
Kathiawar, and Raja Bhima Deyv, the ruler of Kathiawar, and his followers fled.

Muhammad Ghori (1149 - 1206 AD)

Mu'izz ad-Din Muhammad (1149 — March 15, 1206), also known as Muhammad of Ghori, was the Sultan
of the Ghurid Empire from 1173 to 1202, and then as the sole ruler from 1202 to 1206.

He is credited with establishing Muslim rule in the Indian subcontinent, which lasted for centuries. He
ruled over parts of modern-day Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Iran, Northern India, Pakistan, Tajikistan, and
Turkmenistan.

Though the Ghurid empire was short-lived, and Ghori states remained in power until the Timurids arrived,
Mu'izz's conquests laid the groundwork for Muslim rule in India.

In 1206 Qutbuddin Aibak, a former Mu'izz slave (Mamluk), became the first Sultan of Delhi.
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Conclusion
The Arab invasion resulted in the formation of two separate Muslim kingdoms, Sindh and Multan.
However, the Turk invasion resulted in Muslim dominion over a major area of North India.
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