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An official language is one that has been granted special status by a country, state, or other entity.
Typically, the word "official language" refers to the language used by a government for example
court, legislature, and/or administration. The UPSC Indian Polity and Governance Syllabus include the
Official Language which is discussed in this article.

Article 343 of the Indian Constitution states The official language of the Union shall be Hindi in
Devanagari script. Also according to Article 345, the legislature of a state may adopt any one or more
of the state's official languages, including Hindi, like the language or languages to be used for all or
some of the state's official purposes.
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Official Language - Constitutional Provisions

e The Indian Constitution gives Hindi (in Devanagari Script) as the official language of the union.

e The Constitution states that, till January 25,1965, English shall continue to be used for all official
purposes of the Union. This is mainly because complete replacement by Hindi was not expected within
the short time. Thus, English along with Hindi became an associate official language.

e Article 343(1) of our constitution specifically provided;

e Hindi in Devanagari script shall be the official language of the Union.

o For official purposes, the international form of Indian numerals shall be used.”

e In the eighth schedule of the Indian constitution there are 22 languages that have been recognized
(Originally 14 languages were mentioned).
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The Schedules Languages
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Articles 344(1) and 351 of the Constitution (the eighth schedule) provided the following 22 languages
as the official:

Assamese Meitei (Manipuri)
Bengali Marathi
Bodo Nepali
Dogri Udiya
Gujarati Punjabi
Hindi Sanskrit
Kannada Santhali
Kashmiri Sindhi
Konkani Tamil
Maithili Telugu
Malayalam Urdu
8T S_FAIdTel HTHT
ol Had 344(1) SIM0T 351 (TSN ST A Wieildd 22 HINT AP TR
3 Ads (g
EUIK| RISt
el Ut
SR 3fsar
ORI UEIC])
feel &P
EZE] el
DI et

2 http://www.adda247.com/mr | Adda247 #ITSY App._ | https://t.me/Adda247Marathi



addazyi “
- MPSC 3 I1ecd 2024 addazy1i

PHIHUI dfies
et AT
ST 3%

Extension of the language list

e 1950: Originally 14 languages were included in the Constitution.

e 1967: the Sindhi language added via 21st Constitutional Amendment Act.

e 1992: The 71st Constitutional Amendment Act provided Konkani, Manipuri (Meitei), and Nepali as
official languages.

e 2003: Bodo, Dogri, Maithili, and Santali included via 92nd Constitutional Amendment Act.

e 2011: The word Oriya was changed to Odia by the 96th Constitutional Amendment Act.
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Conclusion

The language, in a diverse country like India, is a complex and controversial issue. One country's one
language is certainly not a practical solution with reference to issues like strengthening national
integration. The makers of the constitution as well as our judiciary were aware of this fact. And hence,
they brought a multilanguage formula. However, though a large section of the society adopted
English and Hindi language, an equal large number of people don't know these languages well. The
recent opinion of SC in this regard certainly demands serious attention.
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