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Freshwater lakes are frequently found in low-lying locations and get their water from nearby streams, rivers,
and runoff. Wular Lake is India's largest freshwater lake. Freshwater lakes are surrounded by land and are
bodies of calm, unsalted water. Freshwater lakes vary from other aquatic ecosystems such as seas and flowing
water; they provide a unique home for bacteria. Rivers provide both intake and outflow to these bodies of
water. This article will explain to you about the Freshwater Lakes in India which will be helpful in Geography

preparation for the UPSC Civil service exam.
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Freshwater Lakes in India

o Freshwater lakes are generated in a variety of ways, and the microorganisms that may live and thrive in
them are affected by how they were formed.

e Stream or river-fed lakes, glacial lakes generated by melting glaciers, and artificial lakes made by the
installation of a dam from ancient mines or quarries that have filled in after usage are all common forms
of lakes.

e Lake stratification, in addition to changing microbiological composition, may create a difference
throughout a lake.

e Rain, snow, melting ice, streams, and groundwater seepage all contribute to the water in lakes.
Freshwater is found in most lakes.

e There are two types of lakes: open and closed. It is considered to be open when water departs a lake by
a river or other outlet.

o All freshwater lakes are available to the public. The lake is closed if the only way for water to exit is
through evaporation.

o Lakes that have been closed for a long time frequently turn saline, or salty. This is due to the fact that as
water evaporates, it leaves behind solids, most of which are salts.
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Important Fresh Water lakes in India

Lakes Location
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Gujarat

Significance

It is one of Asia's largest freshwater lakes, as well as India's largest freshwater
lake.

The Jhelum River and the stream Madhumati feed the lake basin, which was
formed as a consequence of tectonic action.

The Jhelum River feeds the lake basin, which was produced by geological
processes.

At the mouth of Wular Lake, the Tulbul Project is a "navigation lock-cum-control
structure.”

Shivaji Sagar, located in Maharashtra, is India's largest manmade freshwater
lake.

It is essentially a water reservoir created as a result of the Konya dam's
construction on the Konya river.

The Koyna dam was built in 1964, and it created India's largest manmade
freshwater lake.

Shivaji Sagar is named after Shivaji, the great Maratha emperor. Mahabaleshwar
is close to Shivaji Sagar.

Indira is another manmade freshwater lake in India, and it is the second largest
in terms of surface area after Shivaji Sagar.

It has a total area of 627 square kilometres.

It is also a water reservoir, and it is located in Madhya Pradesh.

It was constructed as a result of the Narmada River's Indira Sagar Dam.

Indira Sagar is one of India's most important dams, irrigating 1,230 square
kilometres of land and generating 1000 megawatts of electricity.

Sardar Sarovar is also a man-made freshwater lake near the Gujarat town of
Navagam.

It is the consequence of the Sardar Sarovar Dam, which is also on the Narmada
River.

It also serves as a water reservoir for the states of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, and Rajasthan.
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On the Narmada River, there are a total of 30 dams, with Sardar Sarovar being
the biggest.

It is the largest freshwater lake in Northeastern India, and some claim it to be
the world's largest, however this is debatable owing to the lake's numerous tiny
floating islands.

It has a total size of 287 square kilometres and is located in the state of Manipur.
It is a shallow lake with an average depth of 4.6 metres.

Loktak is home to 425 different animal species, 249 of which are vertebrae.

Another manmade freshwater lake and water reservoir is Nagarjuna Sagar.

It is situated in the Telangana state district of Nalgonda.

It is a reservoir of the Nagarjuna Sagar Dam, which was erected in 1967 and is
one of the world's tallest and largest masonry dams.

With a surface area of 285 square kilometres, Nagarjuna Sagar is India's fifth-
largest freshwater reservoir.

It is constructed on the other side of the Krishna River.

The districts of Nalgonda, Suryapet, Krishna, Khammam, Guntur, and Prakasam
receive irrigation water from this lake.

Kolleru Lake is a natural freshwater lake in the Indian state of Andhra Pradesh.

It also has an island named Kolletikota, which is also known as Heart of Kolleru
Lake.

The migrating birds that flock to this lake throughout the winter months make
it a popular tourist destination.

Gobind Sagar is a man-made freshwater lake in the districts of Bilaspur and Una
in Himachal Pradesh.

It is situated on the Sutlej River, and in 1976, the Beas-Sutlej connection was
erected to connect it to the Gobind Sagar in order to sustain the Beas River's
flow.

The primary attractions of this lake are ferries and water sports.

This reservoir is rather vast, with a length of 56 kilometres and a of 3 kilometres.
One of the most popular water sports at Gobind Sagar is speed boating.

Dhebar Lake is located in the state of Rajasthan's Udaipur district.

It is one of the world's oldest artificial freshwater lakes, having been created by
Rana Jai Singh in the 17th century when it was the world's biggest artificial lake.
It covers an area of 87 square kilometres and reaches a maximum depth of 102
feet. The Gomati River supplies it with water.

It was formed as a result of the construction of a big marble dam over the
Gomati River to meet the irrigation demands of the surrounding communities.
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Dhebar Lake is surrounded by three islands.

Kanwar Lake, also known as Kabar Taal Lake, is located in the state of Bihar.
Kanwar Lake was designated as a bird century in 1987, and it now hosts 106
species of birds, 60 of which are immigrants from Central Asia that visit India
throughout the winter.

The Oriental white-backed vulture, Long-billed vulture, Greater Adjutant
(Leptoptilos dubius), Greater Spotted Eagle (Aquila clanga), Lesser Kestrel (Falco
naumanni), and Sarus crane are some of the species that visit Kanwar Lake
Kanwar Lake is ideal for bird watchers due to the presence of these species.
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Conclusion

India is the world's seventh-largest country in terms of land area. This area is so large that it has a
massive canal formed by a number of rivers that flow through it. These rivers have created a number
of big freshwater lakes across Indian territory. There are some man-made lakes as well, although they
are also the consequence of the water from these rivers.
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