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13 December 2024

National and International News

PMAY-G

Why in news?
e A House panel recommends raising the per-unit allocation for PMAY-G
due to increasing inflation.

Key Points:

e PMAY-G aims at providing a pucca house, with basic amenities, to
all houseless householders and those households living in kutcha
and dilapidated houses, by 2022.

e The immediate objective is to cover 1.00 crore households living in
kutcha houses/ dilapidated houses in three years from 2016-17 to 2018-
19.

e Features:

o The minimum size of the house has been increased to 25 sq.mt
(from 20 sq.mt) with a hygienic cooking space.

o The unit assistance has been increased

o From Rs 70,000 to Rs 1.20 lakh in plain (to be shared in the
ratio 60:40 between Central and State Government) and

o From Rs 75,000 to Rs 1.30 lakh for North Eastern and the
Himalayan States (90:10).

o The assistance for construction of toilets shall be leveraged
through convergence with SBM-G, MGNREGS or any other
dedicated source of funding.

o For convergence for piped drinking water, electricity connection,
LPG gas connection, etc., different government programmes are
also to be attempted.

Gaganyaan
Mission

Why in news?
e |[ndia's Gaganyaan space mission has entered its final preparation
phase.

Key Points:
e (Gaganyaan is the 1st human space flight programme of ISRO.
e Objective: To demonstrate indigenous capability of human space flight
to low earth orbit.
e Launch vehicle: GSLV-MK I, also called the LVM-3 (Launch Vehicle
Mark-3).
e This mission consists of:
o Two unmanned missions (G1 & G2): 2nd uncrewed mission
(G2) will carry “Vyommitra” (a female-looking humanoid robot
developed by ISRO to function on-board the Gaganyaan).
o One manned mission (G3): The Orbital Module of the crewed
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mission will carry three Indian astronauts, including a woman
into space for 7 days. It will orbit the Earth at a low-earth-orbit at
an altitude of 300-400 km.

o India will become the 4th nation in the world to launch a Human
Spaceflight Mission after the USA, Russia, and China.

Indo-Pacific
Economic
Framework (IPEF)

Why in news?
e |India takes part as Vice-Chair in the second meeting of the Supply
Chain Council (SCC) under the India-Pacific Economic Framework

(IPEF).

Key Points:

e |t is a US-led initiative that aims to strengthen economic
partnership among participating countries to enhance resilience,
sustainability, inclusiveness, economic growth, fairness, and
competitiveness in the Indo-Pacific region.

e The IPEF was launched in 2021 with a dozen initial partners who
together represent 40% of the world GDP.

e The IPEF is not a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) but allows members to
negotiate the parts they want to.

e The negotiations will be along four main “pillars”.

o Supply-chain resilience

o Clean energy, decarbonisation & infrastructure
o Taxation & anti-corruption

o Fair & resilient trade.

e Currently, India and 13 countries located in the Pacific Ocean are its
members,

o Australia, Brunei, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea,
Malaysia, New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand,
United States, and Vietnam.

The Disaster
Management
(Amendment) Bill,
2024

Why in news?
e Recently, the Union Government introduced Disaster Management
(Amendment) Bill, 2024 in Lok Sabha to amend Disaster
Management Act, 2005.

Key Points:

e Disaster Management (DM) Amendment Bill,, 2024 was enacted to
provide for effective management of disasters and for matters
connected therewith.

e The Bill aims to mainstream disaster management in development
plans, aligning with recommendations of 15th Finance Commission.

e The Amendment Bill will bring more clarity and convergence in roles of
authorities and committees.

e Features:

o National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) and State
Disaster Management Authority (SDMA) will prepare DM plans.

o Contain information on type & severity of disaster risks,
allocation of funds and expenditure, and disaster preparedness
and mitigation plans.
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o Bill empowers NDMA to specify the number and category of
officers and employees, with previous approval of the central
government.

o Bill empowers the state government to constitute a separate
Urban Disaster Management Authority (UDMA) for state capitals
and cities with a municipal corporation except for Delhi and
Chandigarh.

o Bill provides statutory status to NCMC and HLC.

m  NCMC will function as the nodal body for dealing with
major disasters with serious or national ramifications.
m HLC will provide financial assistance to state
governments during disasters.
Disaster Management Act 2005:
e |t was enacted in the aftermath of the devastating 2004 tsunami.
e Establishment of Authorities: Act establishes a three-tier structure for
disaster management.

o National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA): Headed
by the Prime Minister, responsible for formulating policies, plans,
and guidelines for disaster management at the national level.

o State Disaster Management Authorities (SDMAs): Headed by
the Chief Ministers, responsible for disaster management at the
state level.

o District Disaster Management Authorities (DDMAs): Led by
the District Magistrate, responsible for implementing disaster
management plans at the district level.

Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI)

Why in news?

e India has reached a significant milestone in its economic journey, with
gross foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows totaling an
impressive $1 trillion since April 2000.

e |Initiatives like "Make in India," liberalised sectoral policies, and the
Goods and Services Tax (GST) have enhanced investor confidence,
while competitive labour costs and strategic incentives continue to
attract multinational corporations.

Key Points:

e |t is a type of cross-border investment in which an investor from
one country establishes a lasting interest in an enterprise in
another country.

e Investments under the Automatic route

o It requires no prior permission, resulting in minimal monitoring.

o It only requires the investor to inform the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) after the investment is made.

o FDI up to 100%, under the automatic route is permitted for
agriculture, manufacturing, airports, e-commerce,
pharmaceuticals, and railway infrastructure.

e Investments under the Government route

o Prior to investment, approval from the Government of India is
required.

o It is permitted in sectors like defense & telecom (beyond 49%),
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mining (100%) and print media (26%).
e Security clearances
o It apply only to specific areas such as broadcasting, defense,
private security, civil aviation, and mining.
o Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) and Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) overseeing scrutiny and security clearance.
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