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 The initiative to install an X-band radar in Wayanad included installing a C-band radar (4-8 GHz) with an 
observational range of 250 km in Mangaluru. 
 

How many radars does India have? 

 The India Meteorological Department (IMD) started using radar for weather applications in the early 1950s.  
 The first indigenously designed and manufactured X-band storm detection radar was installed in 1970 in New Delhi.  
 In its X-band radar network, India has both wind-finding and storm-detecting radars, and some with dual 

capabilities.  
 The country also uses S-band radars (2-4 GHz) for long-range detection. The first S-band cyclone detection radar 

was installed in Visakhapatnam in 1970. 
 In September 2024, the Ministry of Earth Sciences said India is set to have 56 additional Doppler radars in a few 

years.  
 On September 11, the Union Cabinet cleared the ₹2,000-crore ‘Mission Mausam’ to upgrade meteorological 

infrastructure in the country. This includes installing up to 60 meteorological radars until 2026 under the Mission’s 
first phase. 
 

What is NISAR? 

 NASA and the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) are currently developing a satellite called NISAR, short for 
‘NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar’.  

 It will use radar imaging to produce a high-resolution map of the earth’s landmasses. 
 Its payload consists of an L-band radar (1.25 GHz, 24 cm) built by NASA and an S-band radar (3.2 GHz, 9.3 cm) built 

by ISRO. Together they will track and record changes in the earth’s various natural processes. 
 It is currently expected to be launched onboard an ISRO GSLV Mk II rocket in 2025, at a total cost of $1.5 billion, the 

bulk of it borne by NASA. 
 

Scuttling people’s right to information 
 (The Hindu - 14-10-24) 

 
Context: Right to Information Act, 2005 has just entered its 20th year 
 

What are the main challenges facing the implementation of the RTI 
Act? 

 Vacant posts in information commissions across states 
 Large backlogs of appeals and complaints 
 Delays in appointing information commissioners 
 Lack of diversity in appointees, with a preference for retired government officials 
 Nearly 100 people killed for using the RTI Act. Thousands assaulted, threatened, or faced false cases 
 Whistleblowers Protection Act passed in 2014 but not operationalized 

 






