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Weekly Current Affairs in Short (19 August to 25 August 2024)

National News

o Defence Minister Rajnath Singh released the centenary commemorative coin of Dr. Kalaignar M.
Karunanidhi in Chennai, honoring the late leader as an icon of Indian politics.

e India’s first Constitution Museum, "The Constitution Academy and The Rights & Freedoms
Museum,” will be inaugurated by OP Jindal Global University on November 26, 2024, marking
the 75th anniversary of the Indian Constitution.

e Manohar Lal Khattar launched three online platforms, including the Portal for Online Monitoring of
Projects Thermal (PROMPT), on August 20, emphasizing the role of electricity in economic
activities.

e Health Ministry forms a 14-member National Task Force to address healthcare worker
safety and working conditions.

e Ashwini Vaishnaw launches ‘Create in India Challenge-Season One’ in New Delhi ahead of
the World Audio Visual and Entertainment Summit.

e India's KAPS-4 Nuclear Plant achieves full operational capacity with its second 700 MW reactor.

e PM Modi presented BHISHM Cubes to Ukraine, marking the first visit by an Indian Prime Minister to
Ukraine since its independence.

International News

e China approved $31 billion for constructing 11 new nuclear reactors across five sites, marking a
record number of permits to boost nuclear energy and reduce carbon emissions.

e Nepal will export nearly 1,000 MW of electricity to India, as announced by External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar after meeting Nepalese counterpart Arzu Rana Deuba.

e The 51st Fighter Wing at Osan Air Base, South Korea, integrates its readiness exercise with Ulchi
Freedom Shield 24 from August 19 to August 23, 2024.

e India and Denmark collaborate on a Clean River Initiative under the Green Strategic Partnership.

States News

e Andhra Pradesh CM N. Chandrababu Naidu inaugurated 16 industrial projects in Sri City, signing
deals worth Rs 3,683 crore to create over 15,000 jobs.

e Rajasthan government secured Rs 5.21 trillion in investment proposals ahead of the 'Rising
Rajasthan' Investment Summit 2024, expected to generate 1.55 lakh jobs.

e Varanasi to host a Strategic Alliance for Smart Laboratory on Clean Rivers (SLCR) under India-
Denmark partnership.

e South Indian Adivasi Knowledge Centre, "Kaanu," to be launched in B.R. Hills, Karnataka,
on August 25.

e Odisha CM Mohan Majhi launched the Subhadra scheme, offering 50,000 to one crore
women over five years with a total budget of ¥55,825 crore.
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Appointments News

o Ashok Kumar Singh, IAS, took over as Director General of Employees’ State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC) under the Ministry of Labour & Employment.

o Satya Prakash Sangwan appointed as Chef de Mission for India at the Paris Paralympics 2024.

e M Suresh appointed as interim Chairman of the Airports Authority of India (AAl).

o Deepti Gaur Mukherjee, a 1993 batch IAS officer, takes over as the Secretary of the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs (MCA).

e Nestlé announced Laurent Freixe as the new CEO, succeeding Mark Schneider.

Defence News

e« Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi chaired a high-level meeting focusing on the Indian Army's
transformational initiatives and its contribution towards achieving Viksit Bharat by 2047.
¢ Indian Navy signs MoU with BEML Ltd. to bolster indigenous marine engineering capabilities.

Banking News

e« Bandhan Bank launched the Avni Savings Account for women, accompanied by the Bandhan Bank
Delights loyalty program.

e RBI added auto-replenishment for FASTag and NCMC to its e-mandate framework, eliminating the
need for pre-debit notifications.

Business News

e Net FDI in India rose to $6.9 billion in Q1 FY25, driven by significant growth in sectors

like manufacturing, financial services, and energy.

NCLT approved the merger of fintech company Slice with North East Small Finance Bank.
Zomato acquired Paytm's entertainment and ticketing business for 2,048 crore.

RBI projects private capital expenditure to rise to ¥2.45 trillion in FY25.

NPCI launches '"UPI Circle' for secure payments among trusted users.

GAIL and Petron Scientech Inc signed an MoU to explore a 500 KTA bio-ethylene plant in India
through a 50:50 joint venture.

Schemes News

e The Postal Department launched the Deen Dayal SPARSH Yojana to promote philately among
students, announced during a stamp exhibition in Ahmedabad.

Summits and Conferences News

e India-Japan Ministerial Dialogue is taking place in Delhi, focusing on bilateral
relations and strategic cooperation.

¢ India-EU Regional Conference in New Delhi focuses on emerging threats in online
radicalization and countering the exploitation of online spaces by terrorists.

2 I www.adda247.com/ml/ | Adda247KeralaPSCyoutube | Adda247App | t.me/Adda247Kerala




Ranks and Reports News

e« Amul tops global food brand rankings in 2024, named the world’s strongest food brand with
a Brand Strength Index (BSI) score of 91 and a valuation of $3.3 billion.

Awards News

¢ Rajiv Gandhi International Airport (RGIA) in Hyderabad wins Best Airport Award at the India
Travel Awards for the third consecutive year.

+ National Geoscience Awards 2023: President Droupadi Murmu conferred the 2023 National
Geoscience Awards, with Prof. Dhiraj Mohan Banerjee receiving the Lifetime Achievement Award.

o Handicrafts Exports Awards: Union Minister Giriraj Singh presented the 24th Handicrafts Exports
Awards.

e Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar: President Murmu presented the first-ever Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar.

e The 11th Puthiya Thalaimurai Tamilan Awards honored outstanding individuals in various fields,
celebrating achievements in Tamil Nadu.

Books and Authors News

« Dr. Kalpana Sankar's autobiography "The Scientist Entrepreneur: Empowering Millions of Women"
was released by Soumya Swaminathan, highlighting women's empowerment through grassroots
initiatives.

Sports News

e The Paralympic Committee of India announced the country's participation in the 2024 Paris
Paralympics, highlighting India's preparations and past performances.

o |ICC relocates Women’s T20 World Cup 2024 to UAE due to unrest in Bangladesh, with the event
now set from October 3 to 20.

e Jannik Sinner and Aryna Sabalenka win Cincinnati Open titles, marking significant milestones in
their careers.

¢ Rohit Sharma wins CEAT International Cricketer of the Year Award at the 26th CEAT Cricket
Awards 2024.

* Neeraj Chopra finishes second in the Lausanne Diamond League, showcasing resilience in javelin
throw.

o Diana Pundole becomes the first Indian woman to win the national championship in the saloon
category at MRF Indian National Car Racing Championship 2024.

« llkay Gundogan retires from international football: Germany’s captain llkay Gundogan announced
his retirement from international football.

o Shikhar Dhawan announced his retirement from international cricket but plans to continue in league
cricket, including the IPL.

Science and Technology News

e SpaceX's Polaris Dawn Mission set for launch on August 26, 2024, to include the first private
spacewalk led by Jared Isaacman.
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Important Days

e World Humanitarian Day 2024, observed on August 19th, highlights the increasing danger faced
by humanitarian workers, with 2024 potentially surpassing 2023 as the deadliest year on record.

e International Day of Remembrance and Tribute to the Victims of Terrorism 2024 observed
on August 21, emphasizing support for victims and protection of human rights.

e India to celebrate National Space Day 2024 on August 23, marking a milestone in space
exploration.

¢ International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and Its Abolition 2024 commemorates
the 1791 uprising in Saint Domingue that played a key role in ending the transatlantic slave trade.

Obituaries News

o Director General of the Indian Coast Guard, Rakesh Pal, passed away from a cardiac
arrest in Chennai at the age of 59.

e Indian Army mourns the loss of General S Padmanabhan, former Chief of Army Staff, who passed
away on August 19 at the age of 83.

o Former CSIR Director-General Girish Sahni passes away: Dr. Girish Sahni, former CSIR Director-
General, passed away at 68 due to a heart attack.
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