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Weekly Current Affairs in Short (12th to 19th August
2024)

National News

RTE Act Implementation: As of August 7, 2024, Punjab, Telangana, Kerala, and West
Bengal have yet to implement the RTE Act, 2009, as disclosed by Union Minister Jayant
Chowdhary.

SAMEER Tech Transfer: SAMEER transfers microwave sugar measurement technology
to private firms for large-scale manufacturing.

Union Jal Shakti Ministry: Launched the FloodWatch India 2.0 app for detailed flood
condition updates.

PM Modi on Independence Day: Emphasized the need for a ‘Secular Civil Code’ in his
speech.

'Kisan Ki Baat' Radio Program: The government will launch a program to bridge the
farm-science knowledge gap.

PM Modi at ET World Leaders Forum: To be the chief guest at the inaugural ET World
Leaders Forum on August 31.

Al-based National Pest Surveillance System: The Centre launched the system to assist
farmers with pest management.

Government Reduces Crude Qil Tax: India reduces windfall tax on petroleum crude oil to
Rs 2,100 per metric tonne, effective August 17.

Cabinet Approves Airport Projects: Union Cabinet approves major airport projects in
West Bengal and Bihar with a total investment of 2,962 crore.

Six New Parliamentary Committees: Lok Sabha Speaker constitutes six new Parliamentary
Committees, with Ganesh Singh as chairperson for Welfare of OBCs.

International News

India-New Zealand Agreement: India and New Zealand sign a Bilateral Customs
Cooperation Arrangement during President Murmu's visit to Wellington.

China Tests Cargo Drone: China tests its largest cargo drone, aiming for a $279-billion
low-altitude economy by 2030.

UN Human Rights Team to Visit Bangladesh: UN human rights team to visit Dhaka to
investigate human rights violations during recent unrest.

Japan’s Prime Minister Resignation: Fumio Kishida announced his resignation, effective
next month.
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Germany Joins UN Command in South Korea: Germany joined the U.S.-led United
Nations Command as the 18th member state.

Business News

UPI Milestone in Nepal: NPCI International Payments Limited surpasses 100,000 UPI
merchant transactions in Nepal.

Bharti Global: To acquire a 24.5% stake in BT Group for approximately $4 billion.
Amazon India & Gentari Partnership: Partner to expand Amazon's electric vehicle
delivery fleet.

L&T Finance: Achieved NBFC-ICC status from RBI after merging its subsidiaries.

NPCI Spins Off BHIM: NPCI spins off BHIM into a separate subsidiary; Lalitha Nataraj
appointed as CEO.

BHEL: Secures a 1,600 MW thermal power project from DVC in Jharkhand.

Economy News

Retail Inflation: Eases to a 5-year low of 3.5% in July 2024.

Net Direct Tax Collection: Surges by 22.5% to Rs 6.93 trillion by August 11, 2024.

Urban Unemployment Rate Declines: India's urban unemployment rate drops to 6.6% in
Q1 FY25 from 6.7% in Q4 FY24.

Gender Disparities in Financial Inclusion: NSO report highlights significant gender
disparity in financial inclusion between men and women in India.

Anti-Dumping Investigation into Steel Imports: India initiates an anti-dumping
investigation into hot rolled flat steel products from Vietnam.

Decline in FDI in Food Processing Sector: FDI in India’s food processing sector drops by
30% in 2023-24, totaling Rs 5,037.06 crore.

Appointments News

New Cabinet Secretary: T.V. Somanathan appointed as the new Cabinet Secretary of India,
starting August 30, 2024.

Raj Kumar Chaudhary: Appointed as Chairman & Managing Director of NHPC Ltd.

Paul Kagame: Sworn in for the fourth term as President of Rwanda with 99% of the vote.
Rana Ashutosh Kumar Singh: Appointed as MD of SBI, overseeing Risk Compliance and
SARG.

PR Sreejesh: Appointed as the new head coach of India's junior men’s hockey team.

Rahul Navin: Appointed Director of ED for two years.

Awards News

Shah Rukh Khan Honored: Shah Rukh Khan receives a Lifetime Achievement Award at
the 77th Locarno Film Festival.

Books and Authors News
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Book Launch: '75 Great Revolutionaries of India' by MP Bhim Singh launched, highlighting
lesser-known freedom fighters.

Agreements News

Nepal Satellite MoU: MEA and NSIL sign an MoU for the launch of Nepal's Munal
satellite.

National Health Authority (NHA) and Maharashtra University of Health Sciences
(MUHYS): Sign MoU to advance Digital Health education across India.

Defence News

Exercise Udara Shakti 2024: Indo-Malaysian air exercise "Udara Shakti 2024" concludes
successfully in Malaysia.

Mitra Shakti 2024: Indo-Sri Lankan military exercise commenced on August 12, 2024.
DRDO Tests Glide Bomb 'Gaurav': Successfully tested from a Su-30 MK-I fighter jet.

Obituaries News

Susan Wojcicki: Former YouTube CEO Susan Wojcicki passes away at 56 after battling
cancer.

Natwar Singh: Former External Affairs Minister Natwar Singh dies at 95 after a prolonged
illness.

Dr. Ram Narain Agarwal: Known as the 'Father of Agni Missiles', passes away at age 84.
Atal Bihari Vajpayee: India observed the death anniversary of former PM Atal Bihari
Vajpayee on August 16.

Important Days

World Biofuel Day 2024: Observed on August 10, focusing on the significance of biofuels
in sustainable energy.

International Youth Day 2024: Celebrated on August 12, themed "From Clicks to
Progress: Youth Digital Pathways for Sustainable Development."

World Elephant Day 2024: Observed on August 12 to raise awareness about elephant
conservation.

World Organ Donation Day 2024: Observed on August 13 to promote organ donation
awareness.

Partition Horrors Remembrance Day 2024: Observed on August 14th to honour the
victims of the 1947 partition.

Miscellaneous News

Neelakurinji Endangered: Neelakurinji, a flowering shrub of the Western Ghats, added to
the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.

Maharashtra: Ancient geoglyphs and petroglyphs in Ratnagiri declared protected
monuments.
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o Haryana: First-ever Global Women’s Kabaddi League to commence in September.

« Bihar: State mandates the registration of temples, mutts, and trusts.

o« World’s Oldest Solar Calendar: Potentially discovered at Gobekli Tepe in Turkey,
revealing ancient astronomical knowledge.

Summits and Conferences News
o 3rd Voice of Global South Summit: India will host the summit on August 17, 2024.
Sports News

o ICC Players of the Month: Gus Atkinson and Chamari Athapaththu named Players of the
Month for July 2024.

o Prasar Bharati and BCL Partnership: To promote cricket in India through a new
franchise-based T20 league.
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