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Disinformation, Al and ‘cyber chakravyuh’

(The Hindu, 13-08-24)

Artificial Intelligence (Al) and its manifestations, including Generative Al and Artificial General Intelligence (AGI) is

expanding the horizons of disinformation and Cyber threats

How has Al impacted the spread of disinformation?

Content generation: Al can rapidly produce large volumes of false or misleading text, images, and videos that
appear authentic. This makes it easier to flood platforms with disinformation.

Targeted distribution: Al algorithms on social media and content platforms can amplify disinformation by
showing it to receptive audiences likely to engage with and share it further.

Deepfakes: Al-generated fake videos and audio can create highly convincing false content, making it harder for
people to distinguish real from fake.

Automated accounts: Al-powered bots can spread disinformation at scale across social media platforms.
Personalization: Al can tailor disinformation to specific individuals based on their data profiles, making it more
persuasive.

Speed: Al accelerates the creation and spread of disinformation faster than human fact-checkers can debunk it.
Translation: Al translation tools allow disinformation to quickly spread across language barriers.

What examples of major cyber attacks in the recent past?

WannaCry ransomware attack in 2017, affecting over 230,000 computers in 150 countries
Shamoon Computer Virus attack in 2017, targeting oil companies

'Petya’ Malware attack affecting banks and electricity grids across multiple countries

Stuxnet attack in 2010, impacting over 200,000 computers and targeting Iran's nuclear program

What measures are suggested to combat digital threats?

Governments putting proper systems in place to deal with digital threats

Industry and private institutions need to improve their cyber defenses

Implementation of firewalls, anti-virus defenses, and good back-up and disaster recovery systems
Appointing chief information and security officers in companies

Increasing awareness about digital threats and bullying
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Allocating adequate budgets for cybersecurity measures
Coordinated action against digital threats through multi-government collaborations.

Can you answer the following question?

In the context of evolving digital threats, critically examine the challenges posed by Artificial Intelligence and cyber

attacks to national security. Suggest measures that can be taken by governments and private sector to mitigate these

risks.

Kashmir file

(The Hindu, 13-08-24)

What is the current situation regarding elections in Jammu and
Kashmir (J&K)?

The erstwhile State of J&K was bifurcated into two Union Territories in 2019 and J&K's special status was
scrapped in 2019

J&K has not had a representative government since 2018

The last Assembly election in J&K was held in 2014

The Supreme Court directed the ECI to conduct elections by September 30, 2024

The Election Commission of India (ECI) has made two recent visits to J&K, whereby regional parties are calling
for Assembly elections to the 90-seat Assembly

Why are Assembly elections important for J&K?

Democratic representation: Elections would allow the people of J&K to elect their own representatives, giving
them a direct voice in governance and policy-making at the local level.

Reciprocation by Centre: Elections would reciprocate voter enthusiasm reflected in recent Lok Sabha election
(58% turnout). They would be a statement of confidence by the Centre

Local governance: An elected assembly can address region-specific issues more effectively than centrally-
appointed administrators.

Political normalization: Elections could help normalize the political situation in the region, which has been
under direct central rule for an extended period.

Development and economic growth: An elected government may be better positioned to drive local
development initiatives and economic policies tailored to J&K's needs.

Confidence-building: Holding elections could be seen as a confidence-building measure, both domestically and
internationally, regarding India's commitment to democratic processes in J&K.

Addressing regional aspirations: Elections provide a platform for various political parties to present their visions
for J&K's future, allowing voters to choose directions that align with their aspirations.

Security implications: Elections can act as a democratic instrument to address alienation. A democratically
elected government might have more legitimacy in addressing security concerns and promoting stability in the
region.
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What challenges and considerations are there for holding elections in
J&K?

e Security concerns:
o Threat of militant attacks on polling stations, candidates, and voters
o Need for extensive security arrangements without intimidating voters
o Balancing security measures with ensuring free and fair elections
e Logistical challenges:
o Difficult terrain in some areas, particularly during winter
o Ensuring accessibility for remote and rural populations
o Managing the electoral process during potential COVID-19 restrictions
e Voter participation:
o Encouraging turnout despite potential security fears or political disillusionment
o Ensuring displaced Kashmiri Pandits can participate
e Media and information environment:
o Combating misinformation and disinformation campaigns
o Ensuring fair media coverage for all parties
¢ International scrutiny:
o Managing international observers and media
o Addressing concerns from neighboring countries, particularly Pakistan
e Post-election governance:
o Clarity on the powers of the elected assembly given J&K's current status
o Transition plan from central administration to elected government

Can you answer the following question?

Critically analyze the importance of holding Assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir in light of its recent political
history and current challenges. Discuss how these elections could contribute to the region's development and integration
with the rest of India.
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