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Can you answer the following question? 
Critically examine the implications of anti-conversion legislations on personal liberty, religious freedom, and social 
harmony in India.  

 

Olympics boxing gender testing controversy 
 (The Hindu, 05-08-24) 

 
Imane Khelif, a 25-year-old welterweight from Algeria, qualified for the quarterfinals of the Olympic women's boxing 
tournament by dismantling Italy's Angela Carini in the round of 16. Their fight lasted just 46 seconds. 

 Since her victory, Khelif has been the target of a wave of abuse, with many calling her a “biological man” who 
had an “unfair advantage” over Carini. Some people also wrongly identified Khelif as a transgender woman. 

 

What is the background of the controversy?  

 In 2023, Imane Khelif and Chinese Taipei boxer Lin Yu-ting were banned from competing in the IBA’s World 
Championship in New Delhi after failing a confidential "gender eligibility" test. 

 The IBA stated that the boxers did not meet the criteria to compete in the female category. 
 Both boxers are now competing at the Paris Olympics, as the International Olympic Committee (IOC) 

derecognized the IBA over governance and financial issues. 
 The IOC-appointed unit governing the competition in Paris only requires the gender stated in an athlete’s 

passport for eligibility, and Khelif’s passport identifies her as female. 
 The participation of trans women, and women having certain “masculine” biological characteristics like higher 

testosterone levels, in women’s sports has long been a subject of polarising debate. 
 

What has been the response of International Olympic Committee 
(IOC)? 

 Following Khelif’s win and the subsequent abuse, the IOC stated that all Olympic boxers complied with eligibility 
and entry regulations. 

 It noted that both Khelif and Lin have competed in women’s competitions for many years, including the Tokyo 
2020 Games. 

 The IOC also criticized the IBA's decision to ban the two women as arbitrary and not following proper procedure. 
 

Why Gender Eligibility is a contentious issue in sports? 

 Modern sports are organized on the basis of sex, with men and women competing in different categories. This is 
because men, on average, have certain physiological advantages over women. 

 Sex is determined based on chromosomes, which carry genes. 
o Humans have 23 pairs of chromosomes — 22 are identical in men and women; one, the sex 

chromosome, is different. 
o The XX sex chromosomes result in the development of female sex organs, and XY in male sex organs. 




